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T I L E  C L E A N I N G  &  G R O U T  S E A L I N G  E X P E R T S

• TILE &GROUT CLEANING
• GROUT COLOR RESTORATION • CLEAR SEAL NEW GROUT
• GROUT SEALING • MINOR GROUT REPAIRS
• CARPET CLEANING • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Check Us Out at GroutMagnificent.com

Ask About 
Our Annual 

Maintenance 
Program!

239-GROUT-55
( 4 7 6 - 8 8 5 5 )

Scan to learn
how to Prepare

your home

Some things your Pelican Preserve neighbors are saying:

Called Grout Magnificent based on their ad in Stroll Magazine. Had tile 
cleaned, grout restained and sealed. Could not be more pleased. Prompt, 
professional and reasonable.  -Kent J

We used Grout Magnificent to steam clean and seal the grout in our villa . 
They did an awesome job. They were pleasant, knowledgeable and 
prompt.Wouldn’t hesitate to use them again and would definitely 
recommend to others! -Cathy H.

BEFORE AFTER

BUILT TO LAST
Crafting Quality Roofs
for Every Home

At Rooney Roofing and Repairs, quality is our cornerstone.

Patrick was very 
professional, gave me a 

very fair deal and started 
work on our roof a few days 

later . . . and promptly finished 
the work in 6 working days.

I highly recommend Rooney roofing 
for any roof repairs. -Vilinis Meiers, 

Pelican Preserve resident

“

“

Send us a message or give us a call at 239.990.4201
RooneyRoofingandRepairs@gmail.com CCC1335583

Ask for our roof
maintenance programs:
yearly inspections,
roof/gutter cleanings, 
and yearly roof reports. 

"Z" William I. Zemitis, CLU
Annuity & Insurance Services

Call, text or email
703-408-0296 bzemitis@comcast.net

Pelican Preserve Resident

Experienced Advisor

• LIFETIME GUARANTEED INCOME
Top Lump Sum Immediate Annuities

We compare the best payouts available

• No Need For Life Insurance any longer?
Sell your $100,000 + policy for cash if it qualifies

Give us the details
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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine possible. Please 

support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

AC REPAIR & INSTALLATION
Jeffery A. Berry Inc.

(239) 247-1047
jefferyaberryinc.com

AIR CONDITIONING HEATING/AIR QUALITY
Pukala’s Professional Air Conditioning

(239) 898-0802
pukalapro.com

BREWERY / PUB / RESTAURANT
Resurgence Brewing Company

(716) 374-4472
resurgencebrewing.com

CONTRACTOR / REMODELING
Abacus Home Improvement LLC

(239) 245-0562
abacushomefl.com

FINANCIAL ADVISOR / INSURANCE
WIZ Annuity & Insurance Service

Resident, Bill “Z” Zemitis CLU
(703) 408-0296

FLOORING
David E Mason Florida Flooring

(239) 848-1681

GOLF CLUB
Heritage Golf Group

(239) 985-1734
pelicanpreservegolfclub.com

HURRICANE SHUTTERS & MOTORIZED SCREENS
Storm Smart

Olga Kazakova
(908) 619-6115
stormsmart.com

HURRICANE SHUTTERS, AWNINGS AND SCREENS
Sun Screens of Florida

(239) 990-2400
sunscreensofflorida.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
Bacarella Insurance Group

(239) 334-2442
10654 Colonial Blvd Suite 3

Fort Myers, FL 33913
bigswfl.com

KITCHENS, FLOORS, BATHS
Build Beast

(239) 895-4718

RESIDENT REALTOR/BROKER
Maureen Roberts & Paul Travis - Sunrise Properties

(978) 454-7778
lifestylepropertyexperts.com

RESIDENT REALTOR®
Nathan Fred Shaw Premiere Plus Realty

(239) 297-1551
buyfortmyers.com

ROOFING REPAIRS, ROOF MAINT & RE-ROOFS
Rooney Roofing And Repairs

(239) 990-4201
rooneyroofingandrepairs.com

SENIOR LIVING
Cypress Cove Senior Living

(239) 349-3290
cypressliving.org

TILE & GROUT CLEANING/RESTORATION
Grout Magnificent

(239) 476-8855
groutmagnificent.com

CONTRIBUTORS 

shared experiences. From capturing 
family features and highlighting local pets 
to showcasing events and milestones, 
our goal is to celebrate what makes The 
Pelican Preserve so special. We’re proud to 
be part of this vibrant neighborhood and 
even prouder to help tell your stories each 

B E H I N D  E V E R Y  I S S U E  of Stroll Pelican 
Reserve is a dedicated team that cares 
deeply about this neighborhood and the 
people who call it home. We’re neighbors, 
storytellers, and collaborators who are 
passionate about building community 
through meaningful connections and 

month. Get to know the team that’s bringing 
your magazine to life—one page at a time

If you would like to contribute to  
Stroll Pelican Preserve, please email 
Pelican@n2co.com. 

Bob Bilsky 
Photographer

Collins Mabry 
Content Coordinator

Mark Aulick 
Resident Contributor

Shannon Aulick 
Content Manager

Wendy Franke 
Advertising Inquiries 

Wendy.Franke@n2co.com

CONTENT TEAM 

CLIENT CARE TEAM 

CREATIVE TEAM 

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE  

Pelican@n2co.com

PelicanAds@n2co.com 

The N2 Co. Design Team

The residents of Pelican Reserve
We are always looking for residents to follow up 
on leads, find great stories and send us ideas. 
Let’s celebrate the great things happening in our 
community! No contribution is too small. Please 
email Pelican@n2co.com with your pictures, 
suggestions, or requests.

EMERGENCIES/POLICE/FIRE
Lee County Hospital  
(with 24-hour Emergency Room)
Fort Myers Police Department 
Lee County Animal Services 
Lee County Emergency Information Hotline
Lee County Emergency Management 
Fort Myers City Hall
Social Security

PELICAN PRESERVE NUMBERS
Gatehouse
Administrative Office 
Town Center Reception Desk
Dining Reservations
Clubhouse Administrative Office
Private Events and Golf Outings
Clubhouse Administrative Office
Membership
Private Events and Golf Outings
KW Property Mgmt.
Town Center Admin.
Fitness Center
Fitness Director
Community Patrol

UTILITIES
Florida Power and Light
Fort Myers Water
Gateway Water
Teco People’s Natural Gas 
Hotwire Communications

CITY NUMBERS
Tax Office
Fort Myers Post Office
Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce

911 
(239) 343-2000

(239) 321-7700 
(239) 533-7387 
(239) 433-2000
(239) 533-0622 
(239) 321-7000 
(800) 772-1213

(239) 768-1121 
(239) 985-1770  
(239) 985-1692 
(239) 985-1688 
(239) 985-1767
(239) 985-1706
(239) 985-1767 
(239) 985-1742 
(239) 985-1706 
(239) 985-1770 
(239) 985-1750 
(239) 985-1751 
(239) 985-1755 
(239) 247-1667 

(239) 694-0183 
(239) 321-7000
(239) 561-1313 
(877) 832-6747 
(800) 355-5668 

(239) 335-2283 
(239) 277-3336 
(239) 332-3624 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS

Courtney Cayton
Client Care

strollmag.com
Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2026 The N2 Company, Inc.

We’re proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to 
fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye 
out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to identify articles highlighting these 
valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have 
provided free products and / or services for the review.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is owned by The N2 Company (“N2”) and is not affiliated with or 
sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners association. The articles and opinions expressed 
in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
N2. Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and are not endorsed or 
recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the statements, opinions, or business practices of 
any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include 
content created with the assistance of artificial intelligence (AI) tools by authors or contributors 
and may not be independently verified by N2.
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Dear Pelican Preserve 
Residents,
October has arrived, 
bringing with it a 
renewed energy that can 

be felt throughout our community. Our 
streets are becoming livelier, familiar 
faces are returning, and the calendar 
is once again filling with the activities, 
events, and gatherings that make life at 
Pelican Preserve so enjoyable.

There’s something special about this 
season. It’s a time of reconnecting with 
neighbors, welcoming new residents, 
and embracing the many opportunities 
to build friendships and create lasting 
memories. Whether you’re joining 
a club for the first time, attending a 

community event, enjoying a round 
of golf or pickleball, or simply sharing 
a conversation with a neighbor, these 
everyday moments are what transform 
a neighborhood into a true community.

October also reminds us to celebrate 
the beauty that surrounds us. While 
Southwest Florida may not have colorful 
autumn leaves, we are fortunate 
to enjoy warm sunshine, beautiful 
landscapes, and breathtaking sunsets 
that remind us every day why we are 
proud to call Pelican Preserve home.

As you explore this month’s issue of 
Stroll, I hope you’ll discover stories that 
inspire you, events that encourage you 
to get involved, and neighbors whose 
experiences remind us of the incredible 

people who make this community so 
unique. Every resident contributes to 
the welcoming spirit that defines Pelican 
Preserve, and together we continue to 
make it an exceptional place to live.

Thank you for being part of our 
community and for helping create the 
friendships, traditions, and sense of 
belonging that make each season better 
than the last.

Wishing you a beautiful October filled 
with laughter, connection, and all the joys 
that come with living in Pelican Preserve.

Warmest regards,

Shannon,
Content Manager

Publisher’s Note

Maureen Roberts
978-454-7778

Paul Travis
978-667-0826

As your Pelican Preserve real estate experts, we have the unique ability to cross 
market your property in several MLS services combined with state of the art 
technologies to showcase your home.      

With over 65 years of combined experience, our small company philosophy is to 
make sure our Buyers and Sellers are our number one priority for a smooth and 
successful real estate sale!

We aim not to be 
Number One in Sales,

but Number One in serving you 
and your individual needs!

10624 Vicenza Court, Fort Myers, FL 33913
sunrisepropertiesfl@gmail.com

lifestylepropertyexperts.com

Ha�y
Columbus Day!
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Our waterproof, scratch 
proof wood-look plank 
flooring installs easily 

OVER existing tile!

David E. Mason
resident of Pelican Preserve

Florida Floors
239-848-1681
davidemason56@gmail.com

State of Florida License# CBC038872

abacushome1@gmail.com
239-245-0562

Count on Abacus for all
your Home Projects

Kitchen & Bath Renovation
Water damage Mitigation
Storm Restoration

BEFORE

AFTER

Pelican Preserve

Find Our
Mascot & Win!

Our mascot is hiding somewhere in this magazine. Everyone who
finds our mascot will be entered to win this month's prize! Email

Pelican@n2co.com with your name and a photo of you with Strolly
for your chance to win. Good luck!

H

I D E  &  S E E K

Congratulations

This Month's Winner!

ANNE WELSH

Congratulations 

Correction 
to 

September 
Issue

Sonnet in last month’s issue was credited to 
the wrong author.

He’s our best bard for certain,
Our gifted Brad Burt.
So Stroller, please edit
And give Brad his credit.
He deserves it, not me.

Books that he writes
Are published delights.
Awards prove his talent.
So let me be gallant.
I didn’t write it.

There’s a sonnet on Stroll
With my byline in bold.
Yet if truth be told,
I need to admit
I didn’t write it!

The photo beside it
Has also denied it.
That’s not me, certainly.
It may have been he
Who penned this gem
But I must say “Not me!”

This may have been who
Had sent it to you.
A Pelican Pen too,
Brad’s talent is true.
I wish it were me.
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WRITTEN BY MARK 
AULICK, PELICAN 

PRESERVE 
RESIDENT

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS

I T  W A S  A N  I M P O R TA N T  D AY  at Purdue University, 
one that all the upperclassmen had circled in red on 
their calendars. That day was, of course, move-in day 
for the freshmen, which naturally meant an influx 
of freshman girls. Carole Roeske’s best friend was a 
beneficiary of the flurry of attention, and soon she was 
telling Carole about the guy she’d met, and how she had 
volunteered Carole to be a date for his friend.

Carole had grown up on a farm in Boone Grove, 
Indiana, raising corn, soybeans, hogs, and cattle. She 
was very close with her family, so when it was time for 
the Boone Grove High School valedictorian and Porter 
County Fair Queen to head for college, her parents and 
her only brother accompanied her on her big day.

“Oh, no…”I’m going to the library to study,” was 
Carole’s reply to her friend, although it was mainly for 
the benefit of her parents, who were still there with 
her in her dorm room. But, no sooner had her parents 
said their last tearful goodbyes, Carole had a sudden 
change of heart and agreed to accompany her friend on 
a double date with the two charming upperclassmen 
who had advanced the invitation.

One of those charming gentlemen was named John 
Pankau; he was so charming, in fact, that Carole agreed 
to marry him during her sophomore year. After John, 
hailing from Mount Prospect, Illinois, graduated with a 
degree in economics, the couple moved to Milwaukee 
when he accepted a job with a company that eventually 
became Exxon.

After a few years in Milwaukee, he was transferred 
to Bolingbrook, Illinois, and then moved on to a sales 
position in the Shell Corporation, which eventually led 
to his and Carole’s purchase of their own Shell station. 

The couple was entrepreneurially inclined, as they 
also became owners of a Jack-in-the-Box and a body 
shop. Carole was involved in the daily bookkeeping 
operations, so she decided to go back to school, not to 
finish her original political science major, but to get an 
accounting degree.

Life was good in Bowling Brook, they had sold all 
of the businesses except the body shop, and the family 
had been blessed with the additions of John, Jason, 
Shay, and Aaron. John, however, was experiencing a 
bit of vocational angst, so he mentioned in passing to 
Carole for the umpteenth time that he wished he had 
become an attorney.

Carole was finishing up her accounting degree, 
going to school while raising 4 active children and 
running a business, so she understandably may have 
been the tiniest bit testy as she laid out a plan for him 
to do just that - “When I finish my degree, either go 
or shut up!” John realized that the time had indeed 
come, so he bought a study guide, and passed the 
LSAT on his first try.

In 1981, he enrolled at the Chicago Kent College 
of Law, which had granted him a scholarship. And in 
1985, he became John Pankau, Esquire, Attorney at 
Law. His first job was at a local firm, but in 1993 he 
hung out his own shingle and worked for himself until 
he sold the business on January 1, 2020.

You may have heard it said that you can take the 
politician out of the country, but you can’t take the 
politician out of the girl. Or something like that. While 
John was pursuing his law degree, Carole continued to 
run the body shop, going to various trainings to learn 
such tasks as writing estimates, and even 

JOHN & 
CAROLE
PANKAU

The wall in the 
Pankau’s home 
documenting their 
many travels.
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Community.

FREE NOTARY for
Pelican Preserve 

Residents

239-297-1551

Find a Home You’ll Feel

LUCKY TO LIVE IN

KITCHEN REMODELLING • BATH REMODELING
TILE INSTALLATION • PAINTING AND MORE

L I C E N S E D  &  I N S U R E D

PRECISION
IN EVERY PROJECT

Sebastian Agudelo • 239-895-4718 • buildbeastservices@gmail.com

Yogi at Motel 6 
Solution

driving their tow truck. Still, there was that niggling feeling of 
being meant to serve that had been the impetus for her political 
science major. So when one of their long-time and frequent 
customers, the township supervisor, mentioned to her that there 
was an opportunity to become a precinct committeeman, Carole 
immediately began to campaign, winning the election and then 
filling that role for over twenty years.

But lest you think that she was satisfied with that taste 
of the political scene, think again. She soon won a seat on 
the local school board, where she served for eight years, 
followed by eight years on the DuPage County Board. Then 
the aforementioned client and friend who had gotten her 
started in politics informed her that the voting districts were 
being redrawn and that she lived in what would become a 
new district. “Why don’t you run for the House?” was the only 
encouragement Carole needed, and she served 12 years as a 
state representative. She even co-sponsored a bill with former 
Illinois State Senator Barack Obama.

Then the district’s senate seat opened up, and Carole was 
able to win that election, as well, serving eight years. Another 
redistricting eventually led to her downfall, and she lost her first 
and only election in 2013 to a member of the opposite party who 
benefited from the new alignment.

The Pankaus had sold the shop in 1995, and their family 
had grown to include 11 grandchildren. (There are now an 
additional six great-grandchildren, as well.) Having retired from 
politics, Carole had the opportunity to consider life without 

snow, so in 2014 she and John began to rent in various Floridian 
neighborhoods, purchasing here in 2018. 

“The people here are so great!” she exclaims, as one of the 
reasons they became Pelicans, echoing the sentiments felt by 
most of us. And she claims to have the best neighbors, citing 
instance after instance of wonderful neighborly interactions.

John loves to golf and play bocce, activities Carole enjoys 
when she isn’t in a meeting, which is not often. For, you see, there 
is still that innate desire to serve, and she spends an inordinate 
amount of time working for all of our benefit as a board member 
of the GSCDD. She also enjoys playing bridge and going to the 
gym. Additionally, John and former resident Jim Price (now 
deceased) started the Pelican Preserve Sport Shooting Club (see 
accompanying article in this month’s issue of Stroll magazine.) 

And they still make time to travel, a passion that they have 
pursued since their early years. Next up is a family cruise to 
commemorate their upcoming 60th wedding anniversary, with 
all 21 invited, kids, grands, and greats. They’re not all able to 
make it, but those that do will have a blast, as they celebrate six 
decades of living life to the fullest!

Carole & John when she won 
the State Senate seat

wedding day

Pankau Family children: John, Jason, Shay 
and Aaron
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companionship. A short-haired teacup 
Chihuahua, she has made it abundantly 
clear that her inner circle consists of 
Jan, Mark, and Coco — and no one 
else. Small in stature but mighty in 
spirit, Pixie prefers to bark first and ask 
questions later. An interesting tidbit 
about Pixie is that she is originally  
from the Ukraine and she has a 
Ukrainian passport.

Her remarkable story, however, 
explains much of her fierce 
independence. Jan and Mark adopted 
Pixie through a rescue organization 
while living in Ohio, hoping to find a 
Chihuahua companion for Coco and give 
a dog in need a loving home. After driving 
to Pennsylvania to pick her up, disaster 
struck on the trip home when Pixie 
slipped free of her collar during a stop at 
a highway rest area and disappeared into 
the surrounding woods. After an entire 
day and night of searching, Jan and Mark 
reluctantly returned home, heartbroken.

Three weeks later came an 
unexpected phone call from the 
Pennsylvania State Highway Patrol. 
A trooper had spotted a tiny dog 
wandering near the turnpike median, 
managed to rescue her (not before 
receiving a bite for his efforts), and 
discovered Jan and Mark’s contact 
information through Pixie’s microchip. 
To this day, no one quite knows how a 
teacup Chihuahua survived alone near 
the Pennsylvania turnpike for three 
weeks, but anyone familiar with Pixie’s 
personality finds it entirely believable.

Today, the two pups enjoy life in 
Pelican Preserve — riding in the golf 
cart, cooling off in the pool, entertaining 
grandchildren, and occasionally teaming 
up for minor acts of household crime 
involving socks… or cake.

carefully, as Coco has been known to 
snatch socks and retreat triumphantly 
beneath a bed, refusing to negotiate 
their return.

Her appetite for mischief extends 
well beyond laundry. Coco has mastered 
the art of scaling dining room chairs to 
reach the table whenever unattended 
food presents itself. At Mark’s recent 
birthday celebration, the family 
gathered after dinner to cut into a 
homemade cake, only to discover that 
someone had already beaten them 
to dessert. A generous section had 
mysteriously vanished, complete with 
tiny bite marks decorating one side. The 
prime suspect, naturally, was Coco.

Pixie, on the other hand, takes 
a more selective approach to 

What do you get when you combine 
one fearless escape artist with one 
shameless dessert thief? In the 

case of Jan and Mark Fesler’s household, 
the answer is Coco and Pixie, two tiny 
Chihuahuas who somehow manage to fill 
a house — and much of Pelican Preserve 
— with outsized personality.

Coco, a chocolate-brown long-haired 
Chihuahua, is the social butterfly of 
the pair. Affectionate to a fault, she 
happily distributes kisses to anyone 
willing to accept them, though her 
favorite recipients are Jan and Mark’s 
grandchildren, Henry and Georgia. But 
Coco’s sweet demeanor comes with a 
mischievous streak that has earned her 
the nickname “The Sock Thief.” Family 
members know to guard their footwear 

Coco and Pixie: Tiny 
Dogs, Big Personalities

The beloved companions of Jan and Mark Fesler

PRECIOUS PET

Pixie & Coco
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VETERAN SPOTLIGHT

transfer to Korea, so she suggested that Brian do the 
same. As an officer, Darlene was able to request a 
follow-on assignment to Florida, but Brian, at the time 
an enlisted man, could not. Darlene had the solution 
- “Let’s get married!” As she was his superior officer, 
Brian, of course, followed her orders. And all was well, 
and the young marrieds were excited about their sort-of 
honeymoon in Korea, until Brian told his personnel officer 
that he was married, and would be accompanying his wife 
to Korea. 

“Nah nah ba nah,” was the reply, or at least the 
military version of that show-stopper, as the personnel 
officer informed him that there was no married housing 
on the remote base, and he canceled Brian’s assignment. 
Which just goes to show, you can make the best laid 
plans, but there’s no outsmarting Uncle Sam, which 
meant, of course, that Darlene would go to Korea by 
herself, which unfortunately was contrary to their plans. 
Leave it to Darlene to produce the perfect solution once 
again - “I quit!” Having fulfilled her military commitment, 
Darlene was allowed to cancel her assignment

and muster out of the service as a Captain. As an 
experienced nurse, she knew she could get a job just about 
anywhere, and she would follow Brian to bases with 
married housing as he fulfilled his military commitment.

*Editor’s note - be sure to watch for next month’s 
Stroll magazine, which will detail Brian’s military 
career, and, as a bonus, the happy ending of this 
military soap opera!

Darlene 
Oldenburg

WRITTEN BY MARK AULICK, PELICAN PRESERVE RESDIENT

S troll magazine is pleased to share 
the stories of military veterans 
Brian and Darlene Oldenburg, 

who met and married while in the Air 
Force. Darlene is our featured subject 
this month, and Brian’s tale will be in 
next month’s magazine.

Darlene Lumpkin felt that there had 
to be more to life than Mableton, Georgia 
had to offer, but she wasn’t sure how 

to go about it. She had lived in multiple 
towns throughout the Southeast, as her 
dad was transferred every two to three 
years as she was growing up. So when 
an Air Force recruiter showed up on 
career day to Emory University, where 
she was earning her B.S. in Nursing,  
she was interested, and an overnight  
trip to Tampa on a C-130 aircraft sealed 
the deal.

After receiving her degree, she 
was sent to Wichita Falls, Texas for the 

medical version of basic training, 
and then to Lackland AFB in San 

Antonio, having secured a slot 
in a competitive nursing 

intern program. She was 
then sent to Wilford Hall 
Medical Center, a trauma 
center for not only service 
personnel, but for the 
general population, as 

well. Assigned to the night 
shift, her nights seemed to 

fly by, as there was rarely a 
night where she wasn’t on the 

run for her entire shift. Still, she was 
able to observe an unusual phenomenon 
among the security personnel who 
regularly patrolled the floor.

“They weren’t very nice!” she noted, 
expecting at least a minimal amount of 
friendly interaction if there was time 
for a little casual conversation. There 
was, however, an exception to the 
somewhat surly security, a fellow who 
would respond with more than just a 
grunt when spoken to, and who would 
actually engage the nursing staff with 
some cordial repartee if the situation 
warranted. “He looked like he was 12 
years old!” Darlene recalled, but he was 
nice-looking and seemed particularly 
interested in the cute young nurse 
from Georgia. However, when Darlene 
returned from some well-earned leave, 
he was nowhere to be found. Inquiring 
as to his whereabouts, she was told 
that he had been deployed. Such was 
life serving in the military, and Darlene 
continued diligently serving her patients, 
with scarcely time to do more than her 
daily duties, let alone think about what 
could have been. So she was pleased 
when the young fellow returned from 
Desert Shield, and she told him that she 
was glad he was back.

Sensing an opening, young Brian 
Oldenburg (who was actually 22 years 
old) soon left a parking ticket on her 
car, or so it seemed. Although she was 
irritated when she retrieved the ticket 
from her windshield, she had to laugh 
when she saw that it was actually 
a greeting with his phone number. 
The requested phone call soon led to 
them being a couple. Unfortunately, 
Darlene had previously put in for a 

Son Kyle, Daughter- in-Law Taylor , grandson Jacoby , Son Austin, Darlene and Brian
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Come celebrate, be inspired, and help us turn the tide.

Karlene Masse
4KIDS Partner Engagement Officer- Southwest Florida
Direct Line: 239.483.8533
Office Line: 239.266.8354
karlenem@4kids.us
Visit our Website: https://4kids.us/locations/
southwest-florida

Saturday, October 3rd at 5:00pm
4KIDS TIDES OF CHANGE GALA 

Join us for the 4KIDS Tides of Change Gala on Saturday, 
October 3 at 5:00 PM at The Club at Pelican Preserve in Fort 
Myers. This elegant evening will bring our community together 
through inspiring stories, meaningful connection, and a shared 
commitment to turning the tide for children in foster care.

More than just a gala, this is an opportunity to make a 
lasting difference in the lives of children and families right 
here in Southwest Florida. Together, we can help provide hope, 
healing, and the loving homes every child deserves. Your 
presence and support help 4KIDS continue its mission of finding 
a home for every child.

Volunteers come in all forms.  Some work a couple of hours 
a week, or just one day at an event, and some whatever time 
they can give.  The opportunities are in so many areas…hospitals, 
animal rescue and shelters, homeless and abuse shelters, nursing 
homes, veterans, food distribution, helping children read.  All will 
be represented at the fair.

Again, the Pelican Preserve Volunteer Fair will be in the 
Magnolia Room on Friday, October 30, from 2-4 PM.  

I hope to see you there,
Bob Miller
Volunteer Coordinator
Mbob8683@gmail.com

Have you ever felt that you would like to get more involved 
outside the community?  But, how do I get started? What is 
available, and what skills are required?  On Friday, October 
30, Pelican Preserve will host a volunteer fair.  Over 25 
organizations will be in attendance to discuss their needs with 
you and answer your questions.  The primary skill required is a 
willingness to help.  

It is surprising what is gained from volunteering.  Many new 
volunteers feel a sense of purpose, a special connection to the 
people they serve, and a feeling of making a difference.  It also 
provides an opportunity to meet new people and begin new 
friendships.  One thing I hear back from volunteers is “i feel I am 
benefiting more from volunteering than I ever thought.”

Pelican Preserve 
Volunteer Fair

Friday, October 30th 2-4 pm

OUTREACH

CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD

OCT. 1
Richard Jessen 
Jack Stokes 
Lou Gegen 

OCT. 2
Gail Anulewicz
Diane Maxson
Steve Meyers

OCT. 3
David Katz
Barry Link

OCT. 4
Tania Batdorf
Arline Jurewich
Thomas Olsen
Karmen Wheeler

OCT. 5
Janice Adams
Patricia Dougherty
Lourdene Huhra
Bella Mignone

OCT. 6
Ed Price

OCT. 7
David Bell
Martha O’Bryan
Dwight Patrick
Debbie Paciorek
Louise Valiquette

OCT. 8
Joanne Rioux

Melissa Sheldon

OCT. 9
Gregory Churchill
Terry Levin
Marilyn Richardson
Vern Saper
Bob Ullrich

OCT. 10
Jill Ebert
Nancy Chestney
Denise Lepore
Marilyn Moir

OCT. 11
Angie Flathau
Steven Leinbaugh 
Dawn Wacenske
John Wilcoxon 

OCT. 12
Mayer Berg
Brian Bouch
Howard Reese Jr.

OCT. 13
Diane Bihun
Doug Fortunato
Susan Knutson
Norm Schwartz

OCT. 14
Bud Heisler
Lynda Parolisi

OCT. 15
Chick Harshberger

James Sandoz
Douglas Warren

OCT. 16
Anne Collins
Terry Cramer
Ted Crawford
Carmine Iorio 
Paul Stamp
Tory Straitiff

OCT. 17
Paul Igoe

OCT. 19
Roy Heil
Sandra Snyder

OCT. 20
Frank Altieri
Peter Gagnon
Rita Miller

OCT. 21
Lynn Kleffner
Linda Mann

OCT. 22
Jane Clayton
Roy Tarr

OCT. 23
Brenda Hatcher

OCT. 24
Barbara Graber
Sherry Moesch

OCT. 25 
Mauro Corbellini
Martin Doorley
Richard Paquette

OCT. 26
Dominic Fortunato
Micheal Wagoner
Mary Wieszczyk

OCT. 27
Karen Blatt
Anthony Cornell
Tish Fiamingo

OCT. 28
Michelle Hewitt
John Kleffner
Joy Stone
Sally Wakeland

OCT. 29 
Dottie Benson

OCT. 30
John Hopson
Gary Johnson
Edward McCarthy
Mike O’Buck

OCT. 31
Lynn Breun
Fluerette Kalmus 
Arthur Rosenthal
Linda Voorman

If you would like to post your birthday or 
anniversary please send your information to 
shannon.aulick@n2co.com

Happy 
Birthday to 

YOU!
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Thomas & Patricia Ditre 10-7-05

Anthony & Patricia Cornell 10-12-63
Arthur & Barbara Rosenthal 10-14-12

Fred & Rose Mapes 10-17-87
Richard & Nancy Bickel 10-24-87
Mark & Barb Leitchman 10-21-

Irving & Jeannie Gottfried 10-23-76

We would love to highlight your Anniversary. Email shannon.
aulick@n2co.com your THEN and NOW pictures.

CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD

HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY!

John & Lynn Kleffner 
THEN 10-31-09

John & Lynn Kleffner  
 NOW

Bill “Z”  & Cyndy Zemitis   
THEN 10-11-80

Peter Sabbow & Brenda Potter 
Anniversary 10-10-21

Bill “Z”  & Cyndy Zemitis
NOW

Rick & Nancy Blanchett
THEN 10-19-01

Rich & Kate Cohen 
THEN 10-13-02

Lou & Joan LeMaire 
THEN 10-17-86

Rick & Nancy Blanchett
NOW

Rich & Kate Cohen 
NOW

Lou & Joan LeMaire 
NOW

Ed & Angie Flathau 
THEN 10-18-69

Gary & Joy Stone
THEN 10-18-69

Arthur & Alwin Colon
THEN 9-15-14

Ed & Angie Flathau 
NOW

Gary & Joy Stone
NOW

Arthur & Alwin Colon
NOW

Darrell & Judy Haar 
THEN 10-10-65

Darrell & Judy Haar 
NOW

Ward & Cathy Bubeck 
NOW

Ward & Cathy Bubeck
THEN 10-18-89
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FUNTIME FOCUS

Shooting Club
WRITTEN BY MARK AULICK, PELICAN PRESERVE RESIDENT

“What do you want to do today?” My 
husband asks me this every morning, 
regardless of what we have put into our 
digital calendars. 
“Not sure.” 
Ten minutes later. “What are we doing for 
dinner tonight?” 
I shrug my shoulders. “I don’t know.” 
“Do you want to go out to eat?” 
“Maybe.” I am not trying to be difficult, 
but it’s 6:30 in the morning and I am 
sipping my coffee, waking up slowly. 
8:30 a.m. “When do you want to drop 
things off at the consignment shop?” 
“I haven’t decided what I’m bringing yet.” 
He sighs. 
I get it. I really do. I am insanely 
indecisive, and these are just the small 
questions in life. But in this world of 
voluminous choices, I still struggle with 
the simple one of what to wear each day. 
In all fairness, I confess to having far too 
many clothes. Now that I no longer teach, 
I have a surplus of dresses. Now that we 
no longer have a boat, I have a surplus 
of long-sleeved sun shirts. Don’t even 
get me started on shoes. If I could just 

decide which garments to pass on to the 
consignment shop, I might see through 
the clutter each morning when selecting 
an outfit. 
Noon. “What’s for lunch?” 
1:00. “Do you want to work out 
tomorrow?” 
1:45. “We really need to plan the 
itinerary for our trip. Have you 
researched the area yet?” 
The questions fire faster than my brain 
can think. Stop, stop, stop. 
There is safety in indecision. A respite 
from potentially making the wrong 
choice. A perfectionist by nature, I fail 
when weighing the pros and cons that 
are meant to make decisions more clear. 
What-ifs loom large, giant shadows 
obscuring the sun of what could be and 
what should be happy events. 
I am trying to illuminate those shadows, 
to find a glimmer of moon or star that 
will shed a little light on which way to 
stray. Because while there may be safety 
in lingering between options, there is 
also a freedom to be found in taking the 
exquisite risk. 

I suppose I could start small. 
4:00. “Hey, Dan? Let’s go out to eat 
tonight.” 
“Really? Wow! Where do you want to go?” 
I sigh, push the shadows of doubt away, 
and choose. 
That wasn’t so hard. 
Until I walk into my overflowing closet an 
hour later. But maybe two can play this 
game. “Hey Dan? What should I wear?” 

Two Can Play This Game
AUTHOR: AMY PONITUS

FROM THE DESK OF THE PELICAN PENS

I was not personally aware of the Pelican 
Preserve Sport Shooting Club until I met 
John Pankau. I suspect that many of you 

are not, either. But if you’d like to learn 
more of what may be the best kept secret 
in Pelican Preserve, read on. 

The club was founded by John 
Pankau (see this month’s Stroll magazine 
cover story) and former resident Jim 
Price (now deceased.) Long-timers 
will likely remember Jim as being 
instrumental in starting the Crooked 

Garden, our own butterfly sanctuary 
(see the August 2026 edition of Stroll 
magazine for more information.)

Jim was a National Rifle Association 
(NRA) instructor, and John liked to shoot, 
so their mutual interest spawned the club. 
Initial meetings for the 10-12 members, 
both men and women, were held at 
John’s house. They also invited local police 
officers and firemen to attend, which 
tended to spike the neighbors’ curiosity 
when three squad cars and an ambulance 

or a fire truck would appear outside 
John’s home.

The focus of the meetings would 
generally be firearm training and safety, 
with the occasional trip to a local shooting 
range for live fire. As interest grew in 
the group, the meeting moved to the 
theatre on the last Tuesday each month, 
often hosting a guest speaker from 
such diverse groups as the Gulf Coast 
Symphony Orchestra, Drug Enforcement 
Administration, the FBI, the U. S. Attorney, 
SWAT, the County Tax Collector, the 
Mayor, GSCDD, and the Lee County 
Sheriff, among many others. 

This fall they will be hosting 
the Lee County Airport Authority in 
September, and in October a Candidates 
forum, with an explanation about the 
ballot referendum for the increase in 
homestead exemption by Matt Caldwell, 
the County Auditor. Watch for an 
announcement in the October newsletter 
of a 9/11 presentation by three law 
enforcement officers who were at the site, 
commemorating the 25th anniversary of 
that tragedy. It will be in the theatre on 
October 27 at 10 a.m.

The club can take credit for a 
miraculous transformation in one young 
man’s life. Here are John’s own words as 
he describes the situation:

A group of us go to shoot on Wednesday 
nights at the Hansen range, for a steel target 
competition. I asked my adult grandson, 
who is autistic, to join us. I would pick 
him up and take him home after the event. 
When we started, he was on Social Security 
Disability, and only working a part-time job 
that he had to use Uber to get to. Initially, 
the noise bothered him, but after a while he 
began to settle down and grow comfortable. 
The men and women of the group welcomed 
him, engaged him, and encouraged him. 
They accepted him.

I would take him driving in my golf cart, 
and eventually my car. He had a driver’s 
license, but didn’t feel confident to drive. He 
is now 30 years old, has his own car, and a 
good full-time job with benefits. He deserves 
a lot of credit for his accomplishments. I do 
believe that his engagement with the men 
and women of the shooting club has helped 
with his transformation.

If you would like to get involved in the 
club, or are interested in any upcoming 
programs, feel free to contact John at 
ajpesquire@aol.com.

Amy Pontius is a 
former educator 
and author of Molly 
the Mockingbird, 
a children’s book 
illustrated by Barbara 
Falvey. Her work has 

been published with Kaleidoscope WoJo™ 
Reflections on Women’s Journeys, Press 
53, Florida Weekly, Gulf Coast Writers 
Association, and the Bacopa Literary Review. 
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Yogi at Motel 6
AUTHOR:ED SESSA

                                                            Yogi at Motel 6
                                                            By Ed Sessa

Across

1 Stinging insect

5 Annoying one

9 Meat in a can

13 Slushy drink

14 Tel ___

15 Unspoken

17 Start of a Yogi Berra 
comment

20 0.5, to 5, e.g.

21 Indian flatbread

22 Whole bunch

23 Debtor's letters

25 Eagerly listening

27 Part II of comment

32 "Othello" villain

33 Goal

34 Score given at birth

39 Like a cheering 
crowd

41 Berkeley school, 
briefly

43 WWII battle river

44 Sealy competitor

45 AOL, for one

47 Bovine fly-swatter

48 Part III of comment

52 Rainwater storage 
tank

56 "If you ask me," in 
texts

57 Not fooled by

58 Modify, as an essay

61 Rite location

65 Conclusion of 
comment

68 High fortress

69 Napoleon's place of 
exile

70 Low-ph chemical

71 Beach bird

72 Hold, as an opinion

73 Flag maker Betsy 
___

Down

1 Olympic skater 
Katarina

2 Tylenol target

3 Visualized

4 "___ Junction" (TV 
show)

5 Cat's foot

6 "Did you ___?

7 Farm structure

8 Small-screen celeb

9 Sault ___ Marie

10 Analyze 
grammatically

11 Amtrak speeder

12 Penny-pincher

16 Drags behind

18 "Uh, if you say so"

19 ___ E. Coyote

24 The Jazz, on 
scoreboards

26 Hemsworth of "The 
Hunger Games"

27 Spanish aunts

28 Tortoise's rival

29 Horror film assistant

30 Sound from a sot

31 Send on-line

35 Police vehicle

36 One with a degree

37 Indigo source

38 Depend (on)

40 Speed contest

42 Acid trip source

46 Greek letter before 
Chi

49 City near Provo

50 Not colored, as hair

51 He loves, in Latin

52 ___-Cola

53 Narrow waterway

54 Walmart, for one

55 "___, With Love" 
(Poitier film)

59 Elba or Bermuda

60 Toothpaste holder

62 Food truck offering

63 How used items can 
be sold

64 Some wine choices

66 Dusk, to Keats

67 "___ a Rock" 
(Simon & Garfunkel 
song)

Ed Sessa is a 
resident of Pelican 
Preserve. His 
puzzles have 
appeared in the NY 
and LA Times, the 
WSJ, and other 
publications.

CROSSWORD FUN

In the Preserve
PHTOTOS BY CAROL ARMSTRONG

CAPTURED!

Black Bellied Whistling Ducks
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This is a current list of business owners and professionals from our neighborhood. It is an opportunity to network, qualify, and potentially 
build a business relationship with other successful individuals who also live here. To be included in the Resident Business Guide, email 

your name, business name, phone number, and email address to pelicanads@n2co.com.

ANNUITY & INSURANCE
WIZ Annuity & 

Insurance Service
Bill Zemitis

(703) 408-0296
Bzemetis@comast.com

FLOORING
Florida Floors

David E. Mason
(239) 848-1681

Davidemason56@gmail.com

MUSIC
Music by Mark

Mark Aulick
(859) 620-0308

markaulick@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Robert Bilsky Photography

Robert Bilsky
(585) 489-9564

Robertbilsky@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE
Linda Lamb & Company

Linda Lamb
(239) 322-0909

Linda@pelicanpreserve-
properties.com

Premium Plus Realty Co.
Nathan Fred Shaw

(239) 297-1551
Nathan@buyfortmeyers.com

Premium Plus Realty 
The Miranda Grouop

Joe Bieniewicz
(239) 788-7395

Sunrise Properties
Paul Travis and 

Maureen Roberts
(978) 454-7778
Lifestyleproperty 

experts.com



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

239-247-1047  |  jeffberryac.com

Jeff Berry is a proud supporter of
Tunnel to Towers and 4 the Fallen

BUY A 3-YEAR CONTRACT
AND GET 2 YEARS FREE

Other Services: Dryer Vent Cleaning $89  |  Pool Heater & Pump Repair
Water Heater Replacement  |  Blown in Insulation | Duct Sanitation

24-HOUR Emergency Services!  |  No Weekend or Holiday Charges
Free Estimates & 2nd Opinions  |  We’ll beat ANY other company’s prices!

Refer a Friend
and get a year

FREE
maintenance

No Service Call Fees or Overtime Rates - EVER! 

A Publication for the Residents of  
Pelican Preserve


