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KELLERWITLIAMS I Ruby Hill’s Most Connected Real Estate Team
o’ o EVEI SN A - e e $288M+ Represented in Ruby Hill

INTERNATTONAL

Liz | Founder « Alexis | Partner  Lisa | Legacy Agent Jacob | Ruby Native Lisa | Ruby Resident

Liz Venema
e Ranked Among the Top 1% Agents Nationwide

e Built a referral-based, family-run team centered on relationships, service & exceptional results

Alexis Venema

* $6.5M Ruby Hill Sale - $13M Escrow Transaction - Career High*
e National 30 Under 30 Recipient and award-winning Realtor

Lisa Desmond

e 10+ Years as a Realtor and Valued Member of Venema Homes

e $16M in escrow opportunities secured from a single Ruby Hill open house

Jacob Ackman

5+ Years of Successful Real Estate Sales
* Proud to serve the Ruby Hill neighborhood that helped shape his life

; Lisa Hartley
EqR i ”L-t 1}et -1' oy I A, J B iR v c . e Ruby Hill resident with extensive local connections
) &, ' ' » Offers valuable neighborhood insight for buyers considering Ruby Hill

b -- We Don't Just Sell In Ruby Hill. We Represent Ruby Hill.
Elevate"a Style 1512 Germaho Way e n tjust 5e y present uby
uxury Marketing « Buyer Reach « Community Relationships
$5,795,000 | 6 Bedrooms | 6 Bathrooms | 8,500 Sq. Ft. | .65 Acres o Strategic Negotiation « Proven Results

VenemaHomes.com | Liz@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957 VenemaHomes.com | Liz@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957
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REACH OUT TO US

If you want to contribute to our publication,
please reach out! This can be an idea
you’d like to share with us about an article
you would want to write, or want us to
announce a neighborhood event, or just
want to reach out to say hello, please feel
free to contact me, Roger Caetano, Owner
and Publisher of your Stroll Magazine,
please call me or text me at 925-575-
4819, or email me directly at Roger.
Caetano@n2co.com. You can also contact
Brooke @ Brooke.Rowten@n2co.com
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Follow us on Facebook!

Like us on Instagram!

I

(925) 847-3000

(800) 876-4766
(925) 803-7800
(925) 931-5100
(925) 454-2361

911

(925) 931-5001
(925) 828-0466
(800) 777-0133

(925) 551-6970
(925) 846-5858
(925) 447-1606
(925) 846-8910
(925) 931-3400
(800) 275-8777
(925) 931-5340
(925) 371-4848

(925) 931-5500

TANT

NUMBERS

MEDICAL SERVICES/HOSPITAL
(24-Hour Emergency Room)

Stanford Health Care/Valley Medical Center

PLEASANTON EMERGENCY SERVICES

California Poison Control

Alameda County Emergency Services

Pleasanton Police Department
Livermore Fire Department
Fire Department

COUNTY AND LOCAL NUMBERS
City Council

California Highway Patrol
Pleasanton DMV (Driver’s license/
Vehicle Registration/Tag Renewal
Alameda County Sheriff
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce
Livermore Chamber of Commerce
Tri-Valley Visitor’s Bureau
Pleasanton Library

Pleasanton Post Office

Pleasanton Parks Department
Animal Control

UTILITIES
Pleasanton Water

|
Ascerdundy racyan

FEEL BETTER. MOVE FREELY.

- Pain Relief - Post-Surgical Recovery
- Stress, Anxiety & Depression - Neurological Conditions

- Digestive Disorders & Low Energy - Holistic Microneedling

DTCM, LAc, Dip. 0.M.(NCCAQOM), CPHPCA
Start your journey to better health today.

Feelbetter.clinic
] [m]
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(800) 743-5000 PG&E
(925) 846-2042 Pleasanton Garbage Service
(925) 606-1435 Refund Recycle Center. Waste Management

DISCLAIMER: This publication, also known as Ruby Hill Living, is owned by The N2 Company
(“N2”) and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners association.
The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and
do not necessarily reflect the views of N2. Advertisements appearing in this publication are

paid placements and are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the
statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured
herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the assistance of artificial
intelligence (Al) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.

We're proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to

fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye

out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to identify articles highlighting these @
valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have

provided free products and / or services for the review.

Listed & Sold.

Record-setting closing for
Ruby Hill and Pleasanton

Highest priced Pleasanton home to EVER be
recorded on the MLS...
~ wew.1398Piemonte.com

—

g

A refined 5 Bed & 7Bath estate blending timeleSSMES exﬁnsive
living spaces, and elevated indoor-outdooriliving.

Uwe Maercz
'\ Broker Associate
”, 925.360.8758
_ , uwe.maercz@compass.com

DRE 01390383 C @ M PA S S

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity
laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may
be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




THE #1
FRANCHISE
Helping Local
Businesses Win.

S|STROLL.

Entrepreneur magazine
ranked Stroll the #1
Franchise in Ad
Services on the 2026
Franchise 500 list.

Reach out to the
publisher of this
magazine to learn
more about
advertising in Stroll.
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LIFESTYLE SERVICES
e~ T

ABR Lifestyle delivers seamless
luxury concierge experiences
ranging from exquisite property
rentals to chauffeured transport
and personalized event services.

Rooted in transparency and
excellence, they provide clients
with curated moments of comfort
and sophistication across the
Bay Area. Their promise: elevate
everyday living into an effortlessly
refined lifestyle.

PREMIUM CAR RENTAL SERVICES
PERSONALIZED EVENT SERVICES
EXQUISITE PROPERTY RENTALS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
PROPERTY REMODELING SERVICES

888.301.2ABR (2227)
info@abrlifestyle.net
ABRIifestyle.net
1320 Rudgear Rd,
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Schedule Your Concierge
Consultation Today!

YOUR LIFE,
UPGRADED

Ultimate One-stop Solution
For All Your Concierge Needs!

TRANSPORT

Whether you're celebrating a special occasion or simply
seeking a more elevated ride, our fleet offers top-tier
comfort, performance, and style.

PROPERTIES

We redefine the essence of short-term stays by offering
a distinctive and elevated Airbnb experience that feels
just like home, only better.

EVENT MANAGEMENT

Planning a birthday, graduation, celebration, or any
special occasion? We specialize in creating
unforgettable events, handling everything from concept
to execution, so you can focus on making memories.




PREFERRED PARTNERS

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted
partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine possible. Please
support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

ACUPUNCTURE &
HOLISTIC WELLNESS
Ascending Dragon
Acupuncture Inc.
(925) 575-4819
feelbetter.clinic

AIR CONDITIONING,
HEATING & AIR QUALITY
Richard’s Heating and
Air Repair, Inc.
(925) 230-4484
richardshvac.com

BAT, RODENT &
WILDLIFE CONTROL
Mighty Men Services, LLC
(925) 725-5392
www.mightymen
services.com/

BUILDER/REMODELER/
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Golden Line General
Construction Inc.
(925) 265-9244
www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61578559996147&
mibextid=wwXIfr&
mibextid=wwXIfr

CABINETS-CUSTOM
CLOSETS/HOME/GARAGE
Caliber Cabinets Inc.
(925) 292-9124
calibercabinetshop.com/

CLEANING SERVICES
The Best Clean Ever
(925) 497-7516

CLEANING-WINDOWS/
GUTTERS & POWER
WASHING
World Gutter &
Window Cleaning
(925) 961-2050
worldgutterand
windowcleaning.com

NOW OFFERING

STRETCH &
BALANCE!

BETTER RESULTS.

LESS TIME.
MORE MOTIVATION.
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CLEANING/PRESSURE
WASHING
Superior Clean and Seal
(925) 382-4118
superiorcleanandseal.com

DENTAL & AESTHETICS
Pleasanton Valley Dental
(925) 600-0065
pleasantonvalleydental.com

DENTISTRY - COSMETIC,
RESTORATIVE
Delta Bay Dental Group
(925) 516-8886
www.deltabaydental.com/

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Golden Electrical Services
(408) 204-0120
goldenelectricalinc.com/

EVENT PLANNING &
MANAGEMENT
Petals Event Planning
(925) 640-2309
petalseventplanning.com

FINANCIAL ADVISOR/
FINANCIAL PROFESSIONAL
Freedom Wealth Insurance

and Financial Services

Martin Aiello
(925) 586-9954
www.FreedomWealthIFS.com

FITNESS - GROUP CLASSES
Pure Barre, Pleasanton
(925) 399-1624
www.purebarre.com/location/
pleasanton-ca

FITNESS PROFESSIONAL
Cory Armstrong Fitness, LLC
(954) 655-2811
coryarmstrongfitness.com/
optin1676311824516

GEN.CONTRACTOR
Modern Bay Constructors
(510) 552-4282
modernbayconstructors.com
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HAIR EXTENSIONS
Marina Hair Extensions
(925) 699-1791
www.marinahair
extensions.com/

HEALTHCARE ADVOCATE
The Patient Advocate
Network
(510) 861-1292
www.thepatientadvocate
network.com

HOLISTIC WELLNESS
PRACTITIONER
The Healing Phase
(248) 766-1034
thehealingphase.com/

HOME & SMALL BUSINESS
TECHNOLOGY
Better Call Steve
(914) 582-7476
hometechbysteve.com

TheExerciseCizach

3958 Valley Ave, Ste A | Pleasanton | Call/Text (925) 621-8511
1410 Concannon Blvd | Livermore | Call/Text (925) 800-3500

HOME CARE / SENIOR CARE
Nurse Next Door Home
Care Services
(925) 278-6300
www.nursenextdoor.com/
location/east-bay-ca

HOME/MOLD INSPECTION
Pillar To Post - Legacy Team
(510) 343-9400
thelegacyteam.pillar
topost.com

IN-HOME CARE &
SENIOR CARE
Seniors Helping Seniors
(925) 397-1771
trivalleyshs.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER
Eden Design Services
(925) 895-1786
edendesignservices.com

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL TURF
Holy Greens & Turf
(925) 413-7520
holygreensandturf.com/

LUXURY / CELEBRITY
RENTAL CARS
ABR Lifestyle Services
(925) 726-8888
abrlifestyle.net

MARKETING CONSULTANT
Trinity Strategic Solutions
(951) 893-0810
trinityss.com

MEDITATION & REIKI
Inner Aura Co lic
(209) 329-3361
www.inneraura.co

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Well Mind Therapy
Wajeeha Khan
(510) 697-3460
wellmindtherapy.org/
meet-our-team

MOBILE BEVERAGE CART
Sip Social Northern
California
(925) 895-7163
www.sipsocialco.com/
northern-california

MUSIC SCHOOL
Livermore Fine Arts Studio
(925) 237-1426
Ifa.studio/

PAINTING/CUSTOM
APPLICATIONS
Professional Painting
Solutions
(510) 461-9455
propaintsolution.com

Perfect for homes, playgrounds, and putting greens

PERSONAL TRAINING/
FITNESS STUDIO
The Exercise Coach
(925) 890-3005
exercisecoach.com/
pleasanton

PEST MANAGEMENT
AMD Pest Management
(925) 255-5153
www.amdpest.com

PLUMBING
Z and Z Plumbing
(510) 708-4336
zandzplumbing.com/

PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHER
Ehreth Photography Services
(925) 683-8800
ehreth.com

REAL ESTATE SALES &
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GCM Realty & Loans
(925) 849-9244
www.gemrealty.com/

REALTOR - LUXURY
HOME SPECIALIST
Foundation Real
Estate-Robert Gibbons
(925) 639-7847
www.rubyhillsales.com

REALTOR-LUXURY

HOME SPECIALIST
Parma Group, Inc.
(925) 360-8758

REALTOR/LUXURY
680 Doug Buenz Group
rubyhillfinehomes.com

REALTOR® LUXURY
EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENCE
Venema Homes
Liz and Alexis Venema
Venema Homes Team
(925) 413-6544
venemahomes.com

REALTOR®/LUXURY
DeAnna Armario -
Armario Homes
(925) 260-2220
armariohomes.com

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Monarch Roofing
(510) 301-4919
monarchroofingco.com

ROOFING REPAIRS, ROOF
MAINT & RE-ROOFS
Element Roofing Systems
(925) 719-2742
element-roofing.com

THERAPIST
Legacy Heights
(650) 669-1949

www.legacyheights.net

TILE CONTRACTOR
Argo Tile and Stone
(510) 714-4412
argotileandstone.com/
index.html

TREE REMOVAL/TRIMMING
Appletree Services Inc.
(408) 401-0877
sjappletreeservices.com

WINDOW CLEANING
BleuView Window Cleaning
(209) 482-3202
www.bleuview.org

SAY GOODBYE

to mowing, watering,
and muddy messes!

CONTACT US TODAY!
info@holygreensandturf.com

925.212.7713

STROLL Ruby Hill




HOME MATTERS

Coast, decorate
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with shells in a =
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Residential &
& Commercial Installation,
Repair and Replacement

Honest, Accurate,
and Affordable Price

Outstanding
Customer Service

ELEMENT

ROOFING

LIC #839318

Chad Maimone
Cell: 925-628-2749
Element-Roofing.com
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shells into interior design is a classic look

that’s here to stay. Shells have been used
for decoration for centuries, serving as both
building materials and motifs. The entire Rococo
movement even took its name from the French
word rocaille, meaning shells, rock formations,
and scrolls, and art aficionados will certainly
recognize shells in famous works like Botticelli's
Birth of Venus. In 2026, however, shell decor is
understated but maintains sophistication.

To avoid the coastal clichés, opt for

design moments that uniquely showcase shells. A
mirror encircled in shells is a timeless choice. The
mirror can be a simple circle or have an elaborate,
shapely motif, but the style will be at home no
matter where you live. Instead of filling a bowl
with your finds, have special shells or sand dollars
mounted on your favorite wallpaper or grasscloth
and framed as a collection. Oyster shells with their
mother-of-pearl inside become salt cellars in your
kitchen or trinket dishes on your bedside table. For
larger pieces such as conchs, incorporate them into
your bookshelf styling, perching them on a stack
or using them as delicate bookends.

Shells also translate beautifully into textiles
and wallcoverings. Look for fabrics or wallpaper
with subtle shell or scallop motifs to add pattern
without overwhelming a space. A scallop-edged
throw pillow or lampshade, for example, adds
just enough nod to the theme without being too
on the nose. When in doubt, remember the sage
rule that less is always more. One well-placed
shell will always outperform a shelf full of them.

S ummer might be fading, but incorporating

15 year
workmanship
warranty with
every install!

Licensed &
Insured

THE

N2 COMPANY

BIRTHDAY
SHOUT OUT

Happy 9th Birthday to our champion Deen!
We are so proud of your hard work and can’t wait to see
what this next year brings. You are loved soo much!!

Love,
Mama, Daddy, Rayanne, Muhammad and Sama

WANT TO SHOUT OUT A BIRTHDAY?

Email Brooke.rowten@n2co.com with details!

TELE

The N2 Company was named to
Inc.’s Best in Business list for
Social Good — the authoritative
list of companies that make a
meaningful impact beyond profit.

Here's the part we're most proud of:
The magazine you're reading is part
of that impact.

Read how THIS magazine is part of
something bigger.

STROLL Ruby Hill 11



PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Savoring Summer’s Final Chapter

Making the most of long days, lasting memories,
and one more month of summer magic.

WRITTEN BY OWNER/PUBLISHER, ROGER CAETANO

August always feels a little
bittersweet. Summer is
still here, but there’s a
subtle shift in the air. The
calendar reminds us that
a new season is approaching, yet there is
still plenty of time to enjoy the sunshine,
gather with friends, and make a few more
memories before routines begin to return.
For many families, August is filled
with preparations for a new school year.
Backpacks are purchased, schedules are
finalized, and excitement builds for the
opportunities that lie ahead. For others,
it’s a final chance to squeeze in a vacation,

BEFORE (At

enjoy a staycation, or simply appreciate
the slower pace that summer provides.
One of the things I love most about
Ruby Hill is how every season brings its
OWN unique energy. Summer may be
known for vacations and outdoor fun, but
it is also a time when neighbors connect,

it

friendships grow, and community

|
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BEFORE

spirit shines brightly. Whether it’s a
casual conversation during an evening
walk, a gathering with friends, or a
chance encounter that turns into a new
friendship, these moments are what truly
make our neighborhood special.

This month’s issue celebrates the

people who bring that spirit to life. Inside

UPCOMING EVENTS-EAST
BAY GROOVELINE

* August 8th 6-9 Elevation
Livermore Red Party!
» August 15th 5-8 NCOA/Wood
Family Estate Concert Livermore
* August 28th 7-8:30 Concert
in the Park Pleasanton
* September 4th 6-8:30 Concert
in the Park Pleasanton
* September 18th 6-8:30
Fenestra Winery Livermore
* September 19th 6-9 Tracy Wine
Stroll Tracy Downtown
e September 26th 7-10
Wisegirl Pleasant Hill

these pages, you'll discover stories of
achievement, adventure, perseverance,
and passion. You'll meet residents who
inspire us, families creating lasting
traditions, young people pursuing their
dreams, and pets who continue to make
us smile. Every story reminds us that the
strength of our community comes from
the people who call Ruby Hill home.

As always, I'd like to extend a -
heartfelt thank you to our Preferred
Partner Sponsors. Their support makes it -
possible for us to share these stories and p—
celebrate the incredible residents who
make this neighborhood so remarkable.

The businesses featured throughout this

publication are trusted professionals who

are invested in our community. The next 2
time you need a service or simply want

to learn more about a local business, I

encourage you to reach out and say hello.

As you enjoy this month’s issue, I hope
you’ll take a moment to appreciate the
beauty of this season. Summer may be ‘
entering its final chapter, but there are
still sunsets to watch, memories to create,
and opportunities to connect with the
people around us.

Thank you for being part of what
makes Ruby Hill such an extraordinary
place to live.

Wishing you a wonderful August
and a smooth transition into the exciting
season ahead.

Warmly,

Dr. Tane Rontal, DDS
025.516.8886
DeltaBayDental.com

// ) ) -

Publisher, Stroll Ruby Hill

Like us on
FACEBOOK

8640 Brentwood Blvd,
Brentwood, CA 94513

Follow us on
INSTAGRAM



BUENZ
GROUP

Ruby Hill's Top Selling Team 6 8 ‘ DOUG
Since 2020 O

A

ROGER CAETANO DYLAN EHRETH PHOTOGRAPHY BROOKE ROWTEN
Owner/Publisher Director of Client Relations Content Success Team Lead
(925) 575-4819 (925) 683-8800 Brooke.Rowten@n2co.com

Roger.Caetano@n2co.com Dylan.Ehreth@n2co.com

3630 Pontina Ct

4 Bedrooms + Bonus Rm | 6.5 Baths | 7900 sq ft
$5,900,000

Impeccably remodeled custom home with4
bedrooms, bonus/game room, office, theatre/media
room, and gym, with 6 1/2 baths, 4 car garage, and
pool & spa.. Modern, state-of-the-art designer
finishes throughout.

www.3630PontinaCt.com

-_1% 47— 8044 Golden Eagle Way

R T Pif&%h‘“. 5 Bedrooms + Office | 4.5 Baths | 5830 sq ft

Lo B S $4,195,000

e Exceptional French Country estate on over one

T *n!- acre. Timeless architecture and elegant updates
e create the perfect blend of luxury and comfort. 5

bedrooms plus office, 4.5 baths, expansive kitchen,
1% The resort-style backyard features a pool, spa,
DN mature trees, and peaceful views.
e www.8044 GoldenEagleWay.com

ILONA POREBSKI RACHEL FISHMAN BETH MCCABE
Ad Strategy Social Media Manager Stroll Writer
pleasanton.ads@n2co.com Rachelf@n2co.com

Meet Your Resident Contributors!

These are the wonderful Ruby Hill resident contributors who make your magazine better!

Doug and Crystal understand what makes Ruby Hill one of Pleasanton’s most desirable
luxury communities. Their deep knowledge of the neighborhood, combined with a hands-
on, boutique-level approach, helps sellers maximize value while making the process
smooth and stress-free. Backed by the power of Compass, the #1 real estate brokerage in
G . : the United States, they provide the expertise, marketing, and personal attention needed to
REENA JADHAV PAM SAHNI DOMINIC SCOTTO BHARTI DASWANI JAN SODERSTROM SONU GADRE deliver exceptional results in the Ruby Hill market.

Bliss with Reena Travel Tales Our Resident Food Fitness Focus Women'’s Golf Captain Gardening
& Wine Aficionado & Resident Golfer

Liaison Call us today and discover why we are the #1 choice for savvy home sellers in Ruby Hill

Crystal Jackson  Doug Buenz RubyHillPleasanton.com
925.413.3676 925.463.2000

Sengamen Sammese COMPASS

ELIKA JUNEJA STEVE COWNIE CAROL OVAL WILL LACHNIT SRUTI POLAVARAPU
Elika’s Q&A Corner! Technology Rock Garden & Recipe Car Enthusiast Youth Writer

We are seeking someone to write our monthly Athlete of the Month Article! If interested, email Brooke.Rowten@n2co.com!

14 August 2026




Meet Vidhya
Sankla

A meditation
enthusiast who
worked hard to
provide for her

children!

WRITTEN BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT,
ELIKA JUNEJA FROM HER INTERVIEW
WITH VIDHYA SANKLA

Where were you born
and brought up?

Vidhya Sankla was born in
Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India
where she lived for all her
childhood. After high school, she attended
Kamala Nehru college and completed a
Bachelor’s of Science there. When she

was 22, Sankla got married. She and her
husband moved to live in Mumbai due

to his job in a chemical factory. A short
while later they moved to Vapni, Gujrat,
where they lived for 30 years. Vidhya

soon had two sons, and she began staying
home to take care of them daily. In 2001,
her husband died. Within six months,
Sankla’s eldest son went to college in LA
and she was left alone to take care of her
youngest. Things were tough, but they rose
above their problems and slowly became
stronger. Little by little, she sold their
properties and land areas to gather money.
Using this money, Vidhya was able to

support her sons and grow their education.

16 August 2026

ELIKA’S Q AND A CORNER!

What dreams did you have as a child?

As a child, Sankla wanted to be in the
medical field. She loved learning, and was
one of the smartest in her class. Her hard
work even led her to receive a Bachelor’s
of Science in college. However, after
getting married, she decided to stay home
and take care of her family, rather than
pursuing a career.

How did you end up in the US?

After college, Vidhya’s eldest son had
stayed in the US for work. In 2006, she
first took a trip to visit him there. From
then on, she began to visit him yearly in
the United States. Since then, she has been
living partially in Ruby Hill each year, and
partially back at her home in India.

What do you like to do in your free time?
During her free time, Vidhya enjoys doing
many things. Her hobbies include cooking,
watching movies, knitting, and crocheting.
She also loves watching many sports,
including cricket and soccer. Sankla also has
a degree to teach Art of Living classes about
meditation to children, which she has taken

many courses to receive. Currently, she is
working on getting a degree to teach adults
as well. Besides from meditation, Vidhya
reads religious and spiritual books often.

What are you most proud of in your life?
“Seeing my sons grow up and get educated
was something that made me the happiest
person on the planet,” she says, “My

elder son did very well in school and got

a masters from USC, while my youngest
started working in a large company in
India.” She is extremely proud that both
her children turned out well educated with
good jobs and a great family.

What are your hopes for the future?
“I hope all people live in peace forever, and
that everyone stays happy” Sankla says,
“The whole world is our family and they
should all be treated well.” Vidhya wants
people to be positive, strong, and happy,
and she hopes to bring this idea to the
world through her Art of Living lessons.
If you ever see Vidhya around
the neighborhood, don’t hesitate to
introduce yourself!

Don't Skip
The Home
Inspection

Choose The Largest &
Most Trusted Inspection
Brand In The Industry
SHORT NOTICE

POST CLOSING
EXPERT | TRAINED | CERTIFIED

e

PILLARTOPOST

HOME INSPECTORS

3 MILLION+ INSPECTIONS COMPLETED

5;5%3 (510) 343-9400

thelegacyteam.pillartopost.com

) e

YOUR HOME. YOUR FAMILY. PROTECTED.

Contact Us for a FREE quote & Fast Service Today! E E'i ! E
| o= A

ZE e
925 255-5153 - AMDpest.com E;{H—i

Custom Craftsmanship
from the Heart of Our Family
to the Heart of Your Home

COME AND EXPERIENEE PERFECTION ONE PROJECT ATA TIME
Oner 30 vears ol cxpertisein
High quality custom cabinetry for
kitchens, bathirooms, clasets, and more

T

925.292.9124 [ @

. - Tin : 'l.'t-dl.t“ll.lr

“aliberCabinetshope -

CaliberCabinetshopcom iy %k _
and Get a .ﬁ

3640 La Ribera St Unit A
Livermone, CA 94350 OuieTadnt

Powering Tomorrow:

Your Electrical Solutions Source!

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION, REPAIR & REPLACEMENT SERVICES

WERE HERE TO HELP. %
CALL TODAV!

License # 1097977 EI_:
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

>

PLEASANTON VALLEY DENTAL

Dr. Gagandeep Pandher DUS

Dr. Goldie
Pandher

Was Crowned Mrs.
USA Petite Globe 2026

Empowering Women firrom the Denlal
s e '|' = !I >

I"ll.- 4 y 'y

When Dr. Goldie Pandher stepped onto

the stage at the Westin Rancho Mirage Golf
Resort & Spa in Palm Springs, she wasn’t
just standing there as an accomplished
professional or a dedicated mother. She was
there to claim a space entirely for herself.
Standing 5’3”, Dr. Goldie defied traditional
pageantry expectations to be crowned Mrs.
USA Petite Globe 2026 on June 20. For this
local powerhouse, the victory represents a
lifelong devotion to breaking barriers and
uplifting women.

“After having my second baby, I
decided I wanted to do something that
was just for me,” Dr. Goldie reflects. “This
pageant gave me an identity as Goldie, not
just as a doctor, and not just as a mom.

It showed me that we, as women, have
absolutely no limitations.”

Eighteen years ago, this driven and
determined woman migrated to the
United States from India, where she
had already been practicing dentistry.
Navigating an entirely new country and
professional system, she found mentors
who helped her get a foot in the door,
ultimately earning her dental degree from
UCSE. Today, she is a high-end general and
cosmetic dentist, leading an all-female
practice, Pleasanton Valley Dental, which
has been committed to the community for
the last 11 years. Dr. Pandher’s practice is
on the cutting edge of dentistry.

“I have a lot of clients in Ruby Hill,”
she says. “We offer implants, veneers,
Invisalign, laser treatments for TMJ and
sleep apnea, and Botox,” she says.

The grueling, week-long Mrs. USA Petite
Globe competition evaluates what orga-
nizers call the “overall package.” Beyond
the traditional evening gown and swim-
suit rounds, contestants are heavily judged
on their communication skills, community
involvement, and a high-pressure 45-sec-
ond Personality Profile speech on stage.

Among a lot of National delegates, Dr.
Goldie shone brightly. She was nominated
in three elite categories at the Golden
Globe awards.

The Intelligence Award,
Businesswoman of the Year, and the
Dream Maker Award. Ultimately
walking away with the Dream Maker
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title, the honor perfectly mirrors the way
she runs her business.

“I love creating dreams for younger
women,” Dr. Goldie says. “My practice is
an entirely open platform for local dental
students and interns to volunteer, shadow,
and learn. T especially want to help women
who come from other countries, just like I
did. Someone reached out a hand to help
me when I first arrived in America, and it
is my absolute duty to give that back to the
next generation.”

What truly drew Dr. Goldie to the Globe
organization? It was all about making a
difference for others. The pageant is tied
to the WIN (Women In Need) Foundation,
a non-profit founded three decades ago by
philanthropist.

Dr. Tracy Kemble to provide abuse recov-
ery, trauma therapy, and empowerment
classes for women reclaiming their lives.

During the pageant, public votes cost
$10 each, with 100% of the proceeds going
directly to the foundation. Every single $10
vote funds a free healing and reclaiming
class for a woman recovering from trauma.

“The WIN Foundation is so incredibly
close to my heart because its mission
directly mirrors why I chose to build an all-
female team at my practice,” explains Dr.
Goldie. “As women, we understand each
other’s struggles implicitly. We need to be
supporting and empowering one another.
Whether it’s at my dental office or through

my new platform as Mrs. USA Petite Globe,
my primary goal is to ensure women are
heard, seen, and actively helped.”

The celebration is only just beginning.
Fresh off her June 20th victory, Dr. Goldie
is preparing for a major winning party
this August at her home. This event

won’t just be a celebration; it will double
as a targeted fundraiser for the WIN
Foundation and a networking showcase
for local, women-owned small businesses.

“I want to bring my friends, colleagues,
and local female entrepreneurs together to
pitch their ideas, support one another, and
create a positive environment where we
can collectively bring about real change,”
she says.

As she balances her high-tech dental
practice and raises her two children, a
12-year-old daughter and a 1-year-old
son, Dr. Goldie already has her eyes set on
the next horizon. In June 2027, she will
return to the Westin Rancho Mirage to
compete in the international Mrs. Globe
pageant, representing the United States
against delegates from all over the world.
With an upcoming national costume
round added to the mix, she is ready to
take her message of boundless female
empowerment to a global scale.

“I want to inspire young girls and
mothers everywhere,” Dr. Goldie says.
“You can be a mom, a business owner, a
doctor, and follow your wildest dreams
simultaneously. There are no limits.”

PERSONALIZED DENTAL CARE DESIGNED FOR
CONFIDENCE, COMFORT, AND WELLNESS.

GENERAL CHECK UP

VENEERS

SMILE DESIGN

EXPERIENCE DENTISTRY WITH A MODERN TOUCH

USE CODE
PVD#GOLDIE

Consultation for New Patients Without Insurance

Pleasanton Valley dental 7041 koll Center Pkwy.

a Suite 110. Pleasanton, CA 94566

20 August2026

To follow Dr. Goldie’s journey as she prepares to represent
the United States on the international stage, visit her on
Instagram @dr.goldiepandher_official.

L 925-600-0065

PEST CONTROL

BECAUSE SHARING YOUR HOME
WITH RODENTS ISN'T NORMAL.

A g

Call today for fast,
dependable help
mightymenservices.com
925.725.5392

Fast Services * Same Day Appointments
| BIRDS | BATS | RODENTS | WILDLIFE | SANITATION

Day-of Coordination
Event Design & Styling
Décor Setup & Rentals
Corporate Events
Bridal & Baby Showers
Birthday Celebrations
Floral Styling

Through Thoughtful Planning, Seamless

Coordination & Curated Details
Wedding Planning & Coordination

925.640.2309
brenda@petalseventplanning.com

PetalsEventPlanning.com
Event Planning

SAFE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE YO CAN TRUST

- Professional window cleaning for crystal-clear views.
- Thorough gutter cleaning to protect your home from damage.
- Power washing to restore your home’s exterior.
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CAR ENTHUSIAST

Our Annual
Pilgrimage
to Monterey

WRITTEN BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT,
WILL LACHNIT

onterey Car Week is almost here
M again. This year’s events begin

on Saturday, August 8, and run
through Sunday, August 16. What started
more than 70 years ago as a road race
through Pebble Beach and later, the
Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance, has
evolved into a week-long celebration
of automotive culture that fills the
Monterey Peninsula from morning until
late at night.

Today, Car Week encompasses
multiple automotive ecosystems:
auctions, historic races, concours
events, car shows, rallies, scenic drives,
manufacturer unveilings, and countless
receptions and parties. Whether
your interest lies in multimillion-
dollar classics, modern supercars and
hypercars, motorsports, or simply
watching cars along Ocean Avenue in
Carmel, there is something for every
budget and every level of enthusiast,
even for those who don’t consider
themselves automotive enthusiasts.

The week now attracts approximately
100,000 visitors from around the world,
transforming the Monterey Peninsula
into the center of the automotive
universe each August. The biggest
challenge is deciding where to spend
your time, since there are often several
worthwhile events happening at the
same time.
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Our typical itinerary includes a little
bit of everything. We spend most of
the week on the peninsula, attending
concours events, watching the races at
Laguna Seca, participating in drives,
and admiring the endless stream of
interesting cars that appear throughout
the week. A few of our friends devote
much of their time to the major auctions
hosted by RM Sotheby’s, Broad Arrow,
Mecum, Bonhams, and others. Last year,
however, my brother, several friends,
and I shifted our focus more toward
the receptions and gatherings that have
become a bigger part of the Car Week
experience.

One of the highlights was receiving
an invitation to “Project Karussell,” a
private unveiling of a vehicle that had
not yet been announced publicly. The
event was held at one of the many
Pebble Beach homes that luxury and
exotic automakers use to host exclusive
receptions during the week. Details were
intentionally scarce before the event;
once we RSVP’d, we were simply told
where to arrive.

Upon arrival, we were required to
sign a non-disclosure agreement and
surrender our phones before entering.
Inside, the atmosphere was unmistakably
Japanese, from the décor to the food
and presentation. The car itself was
completely unbranded, with no badges or
logos to reveal its identity. However, the
hosts were all wearing the manufacturer’s
shirts, so the mystery wasn’t exactly
difficult to solve.

Five months later, in December,
the secret was finally revealed.
Unfortunately, our phones were
collected at the door, so we were
unable to photograph the vehicle. The
accompanying images are from Toyota’s
official press materials released after the
concept was publicly unveiled.

The vehicle we had seen was the
Toyota GR GT Concept, essentially a
preview of the road-going counterpart
to Toyota’s upcoming GR GT3 race car.
The long-hood, front-engine coupe
features long, purposeful proportions,
aggressive aerodynamics, and a low-
slung profile that evokes classic GT
cars while clearly reflecting its racing
roots. Toyota is expected to power
the production version with a twin-
turbocharged V8 hybrid powertrain,
making it one of the most ambitious
performance cars the company has
developed in decades. The concept we
viewed was mostly a design model
rather than a functional prototype, but
it gave us an early look at what could
become a future halo car for Toyota’s
Gazoo Racing division and a serious
competitor to some of Europe’s most
established high-performance GT cars.

Among the many highlights from
last year’s trip included an early
morning drive down Highway 1 with
friends. Timing those drives is always
a trade-off. Leave early and enjoy
empty roads, but deal with damp
pavement left by the coastal fog. Leave
later and benefit from dry roads,
but often face heavy traffic. We also
attended Motorlux at the Monterey Jet
Center on Wednesday evening and,
of course, spent time at the legendary
Baja Cantina gathering in Carmel
Valley.

As always, Monterey Car Week
offers far more than any one person
can experience in a single visit.
Whether you’re there for the cars,
the people, the scenery, or simply the
atmosphere, it remains one of the
most unique automotive events in the
world. I'm looking forward to seeing
what surprises this year’s edition has
in store.
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Cory Armstrong is on a mission o help
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and regain their confidence.
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Get inspired. Get energized. Get empowered.
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THE COURT IS CALLING

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

at Ruby Hill’s

Junior Tennis Program
From First Swing to Lifelong Sport

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE, FROM HER INTERVIEW WITH MYLENE MARTIN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY EHRETH PHOTOGRAPHY

The best thing a child might pick up this
summer isn’t a phone. It’s a tennis racquet.

While many kids spend their summer
moving from one screen to the next, a
growing number are finding something
different at The Club at Ruby Hill: friendly
competition, new friendships, healthy
activity, and a chance to learn a sport they
can enjoy for decades.

That’s exactly what excites Myléne
Martin. “I'm excited to build it back up,”
she says of Ruby Hill’s junior tennis
program. “I want kids to be happy to come,
happy to learn, happy to meet new friends,
and feel at home here.” Sure, children can
learn about backhand and forehand, but
it's also a place for them to gain confidence,
find connections and community.

For Myléne, the passion for tennis
comes naturally, dating back decades.
Tennis has been part of her life for as long
as she can remember.

“I picked up tennis at age two and
started really playing at age four,” she
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laughs. “I've never put my racquet down
since.” Now she wants children to find
the same love for tennis that she has.
After joining Ruby Hill’s tennis staff and
stepping into the role of Manager of
Tennis Programming this past month,
Myléne has been working to strengthen
and expand the junior program.

“We want to build a vibrant
community where players enjoy coming,
enjoy meeting new friends, enjoy
learning, and feel like it’s a second home,”
she says. Helping her accomplish that goal
is Tennis Professional Tyler Croisetiere,
who brings more than 20 years of playing
experience to the program.

“Tyler has been a great addition,” says
Myléne. “He’s great with the kids, and our
coaching styles complement each other
really well.”

All levels are welcome. Together,
they provide instruction for players
ranging from beginners who are
just learning how to hold a racquet

to high school athletes preparing for
competitive play. The program is divided
into several levels, allowing players to
develop skills appropriate for their age
and experience.

Red Ball introduces children ages 5
to 8 to the fundamentals of tennis in a
fun, encouraging environment. Orange
Ball generally serves players ages 9 to 11,
while Green Ball is designed for players
10+ years old. High School Prep and
Tournament Training help competitive
players continue sharpening their skills.

But age isn’t the only factor
considered.

“We look at each player on a case-by-
case basis,” explains Mylene. “If families
aren’t sure where their child fits, they can
come out and we will evaluate them and
help determine the best level.”

One of the most rewarding parts of
coaching, she says, is watching players
improve over the course of a session.

The youngest players often show
some of the most dramatic growth.
“When they first start, some of them
have a hard time making contact with
the ball,” Mylene says. “Then by the end
of the session, their strokes are cleaner,
they’re making much better contact,
and you can really see their confidence
growing.”

Those improvements aren’t limited to
beginners. Whether a player is aiming for
the next level, preparing for high school
competition, or training for tournaments,
Myléne has worked to create a structured
pathway that helps players understand
what they need to do to keep progressing.

“I'm trying to build a nice structure
so players know what they need to work
on,” she says. “If you work hard, you can
make it happen in a very good timeline.”
The program also emphasizes flexibility,
something many busy families appreciate
during the summer months.

The current summer session runs
through July 30, and participants can
choose one or two days per week
depending on their schedules for all
levels except red ball which only meets
on Mondays. Since many families travel
during the summer, the program allows
players greater flexibility than traditional
seasonal sessions by choosing which
week they want to attend.

“We're trying to make it as flexible as
possible for people,” says Myléne.

For families who have never
participated before, there is an added
incentive. Ruby Hill is welcoming new
players with a referral from a member
to attend a complimentary clinic. If they
decide to join the summer session, they
can get one session at member pricing.

For Mylene, however, the greatest
value of tennis extends well beyond
the court. “It’s a lifetime sport,” she says.
“You don’t have to be a professional to
enjoy it. You can play recreationally with
friends, with family, and continue playing
throughout your whole life.”

She also points to the health benefits,
including cardiovascular fitness,
coordination, and overall wellness. But
perhaps the biggest benefit is something
less tangible. It's the friendships that are
formed. The confidence that grows. The
excitement of learning a new skill. The
feeling of belonging to a community.

Those are the things Mylene hopes
every child experiences when they step
onto the courts at Ruby Hill.

And if they leave with a stronger
forehand along the way, that’s a bonus.

T ™ —

JUNIOR TENNIS PROGRAM

Mondays: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mondays: 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Mondays: 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesdays: 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Summer Session:
June 1-July 30

Players may choose one or two days per
week. Racquets are available for those who
do not have one, and staff members can
help determine the appropriate level for
new players. Just bring a water bottle and
be ready to have fun!

HOW TO SIGN UP

Registration: SCAN QR CODE

For more information, player
evaluations, or registration
assistance, contact:
Mylene Martin

Manager of Tennis Programming
The Club at Ruby Hill
3400 West Ruby Hill Drive
Pleasanton, CA 94566
(925) 461-3504
mylene.martin@arcisgolf.com
SCAN THE QR CODE TO FILL OUT THE
SUMMER REGISTRATION FORM



Lemonade Starts Here

Easy to grow, beautiful to behold, and
bursting with fruit, the Improved Meyer
Lemon Tree is the garden’s ultimate
overachiever.

BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT, SONU GADRE

@ pure barre

(925) 399-1624

purebarre.com/location/pleasanton-ca
6754 Bernal Avenue, Suite 730,
Pleasanton, CA 94566
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GARDENING

On a hot summer day: Lemonade Anyone?

If there is just one plant you should have in your
garden, I'd say, make that an Improved Meyer
Lemon Tree.

The improved variety is readily available
in local nurseries, and it is perfect for our climate. It is disease-
resistant, evergreen, compact and tidy. Especially in late spring,
the tree is laden with fragrant white flowers, and it keeps
flowering and fruiting sporadically all year round.

Planted in-ground or in large pots, lemons require deep
watering at least twice a week in our dry season and ideally
should be fed a citrus fertilizer every 3 to 4 months, as all citruses
are heavy feeders. In pots, they remain a smaller size but really
flourish if planted in the ground. As long as you place them
where they get strong sunlight, any location will do.

Once the tree starts fruiting, don’t pick all the fruit all at once,
but pick a fruit or two as and when you need them since the
fruit last a good 2 to 3 years on the tree. In fact, in 2026, I'm still
harvesting ripe fruit from the 2024 crop. It’s easy to identify the
2-year-old lemons as the lemons are a little softer and not as firm
as the 2025 crop but are extremely juicy and worth the wait.

The flavor and quantity of juice from a home-grown lemon far
surpasses any store-bought lemon.

After the initial effort of planting a lemon tree and setting
up its irrigation, other than tossing a handful of fertilizer every
quarter, there is no more work. That’s it!! No pruning needed,
no spraying, no fallen leaves.......just lots of lemons for those
lemonades, pies, margaritas and more.

2024 Crop

2025 Crop

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH

Meet Rising Junior

ASHWIKA
KOPPISETTI,

Ruby Hill’s Tennis
Enthusiast!

WRITTEN BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT, SRUTI POLAVARAPU

STARTING AT A YOUNG AGE, Ashwika was a very busy child;
between her mentally tiresome classes and extracurriculars
she needed an activity that brought her joy and was fulfilling.
Inspired by her father, who loves tennis and is always up for
playing, Ashwika picked up the sport at the age of 8.

Immediately her passion was ignited; the versatility of the
sport along with the peaceful mindspace it brought her. While
her dad practiced professionally, Ashwika found fond memories
in her practices outside against the wall, finding that listening to
music and enjoying the peace was a core memory.

“I like tennis because it helps me destress and focus my mind
productively” Koppisetti remarks, highlighting the beneficial
mental aspect tennis brings to her life.

Year after year, Ashwika gained skills and confidence and
her abilities strengthened greatly. While she started merely
playing against her wall, she excelled and made her way to the
Foothill High School JV team for her freshman and sophomore
years! There she improved greatly and was a strong competitor

for many tournaments in the singles category earning countless
awards and accolades.

Advancing to her junior year now, Ashwika plans to continue
her tennis career for the rest of high school, and she even intends
to keep the sport as a club in college and the future because of the
sheer impact tennis has made on her life.

408.401.0877 4
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COMMUNITY ROCK GARDEN PROJECT

ARGO

|- ELEVATE
Ll YOUR HOME

 f
-

N/l 1-628-444-3459
argotileandstone.com
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TILE &
STONE
THAT

REDEFINES

YOUR
HOME.

EXPERT

CRAFTSMANSHIP

CUSTOM TILE
DESIGN
ELEGANT
SOLUTIONS

Where Will Your Rock Land?

Explore beginner-friendly tutorials, creative
Facebook groups, and the excitement

of hiding and tracking painted rocks
throughout the community.

BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT, CAROL OVALLE

Hi everyone!
Carol here back with some helpful info you budding rock
painting artists might enjoy! I thought I'd include some websites
and Facebook pages that might further inspire you!

Rock painting 101 is set up like a tutorial and very helpful - I
use it a lot! Rock painting for beginners is a
good one too!

ole of what you

PRIVATE ONES YOU CAN JOIN ook ot

ON FACEBOOK: | ﬂ' '“--\

* Rock painting ideas o
and suggestions

* We painted rocks

Also, for a more local fun thing to do
if you go out of Ruby Hill to hide your
rocks - you can join Livermorerocks
on Facebook and write that on the
back of your rock - take a picture

of it and post on that site and see
what happens!! I also hide rocks
downtown Pleasanton and will
post and watch where it lands.
Remember not everyone who takes
your rock will post it!! Again, just
for fun!!

Until next time,
Rock on

Example of
whatyou -
can write
on back of
your rock!

ROCK SNAKE
UPDATE

The snake is up to 91!l A
record - many thanks to all

who contribute and care
about our community!!
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~ THE BEST
CLEAN EVER

for the Finest Homes

* Expert cleaning you can trust
* Immaculate results, every time
* Reliable, professional service

Cnfay the beauty of a tudy clear fsme.

—— 925.497.7516 ————

efaT v

Trusted for Quality & Service!

™

gus@propaintsolution.com | propaintsolution.com | 510.461.9455
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TECHNOLOGY

IS E-MAIL SPAM
OVERWHELMING
YOUR INBOX?

WRITTEN BY STEVE COWNIE, OWNER OF BETTER CALL STEVE

ello everyone! Steve Cownie from
H “Better Call Steve” back again. This

month’s article focus is on E-mail
spam. In addition, if you are still using
Windows 10, you will want to read my
section on what you need to do before
October 13, 2026

If you are as frustrated as many of
my clients and I am with spam and junk
e-mails filling your inboxes daily, there
is something that you can do to end the
onslaught immediately.

I have been looking for a solution
that is less time-consuming than
opening each e-mail, reporting it as
Spam, and then blocking the sender.
This approach has also become much

WY
LA,)—\W\
o/
COCTHVAL
Y Q.

- o~ T ey
anda |

less effective, as spammers generate
different e-mail addresses from which
to send the spam messages.

I decided to look at email spam
blocking applications and chose to
subscribe to SpamDrain for $19.99/year.

T have been using it for two months and
am happy with it. Mail that comes to
my inboxes has dropped from over two
hundred/day to less than 20/day.

I'want to remind those who are still
running Windows 10 that Microsoft ends
support for that operating system on
October 13, 2026. This means that they
will no longer update the product with
the latest virus threat protections and will
no longer provide fixes for their software.

THESE ARE YOUR OPTIONS:
1. Check to see if your computer can be
upgraded to Windows 11

2. Windows Update Settings: Navigate to
Start > Settings > Update & Security >
Windows Update. Click Check for updates; if
eligible, a prompt to upgrade will appear.

3. If the computer can be upgraded, back
up your data files, and then proceed with
installing Windows 11 choosing the option
to keep all the files. You must re-install all
the application software that you use.

4. If the computer cannot be upgraded to
Windows 11, you need to purchase a new
computer, unless you want to use the computer
only for non-internet connected activities.

5. Connecting to the internet using Windows
10 will put you at significantly greater risk of
being hacked.

6. You will need to re-install all the
application software that you use. You will
also need to restore all the files you had on
the old computer.

4

‘(_esolving computer performance issues, printer issues, wi-fi performance issues, hew
computer set-up, networking setup, TV and connected components issues, SONOS set up and
troubleshooting, and much more. Support for Apple, Windows, and mobile device pIatforms_.J

400+ Home and Small Business Clients in 4.Years ,/

If you are looking for the BEST TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT you can receive:

BETTER CALL STEVE

914.582.7476 « 123bettercalisteve @gmail.com ¢« BetterCall-Steve.com
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Onsite Support

Steve Cownie
owner/CEO

I have upgraded more than fifty of my
clients’ computers to Windows 11 since

late 2021. I can recommend computers

to purchase, provide advice, and do the
entire upgrade for you for less than $500. I
typically charge $150/hour and will cap the
cost for this service at $450. If I complete the
work in two hours, I will charge $300. If T
complete the work in four hours or more, I
will charge the capped price of $450.

If you have any other type of
technology questions or other topics you
would like me to discuss in this column, I
would love to hear from you.

STEVE COWNIE
Better Call Steve
123bettercallsteve@gmail.com
914-582-7476

Helping Your
Loved One
Thrive at Home

Companionship & Personal Care From Someane

Who Truly Relates and Understands.Their Journey

Seniors

Seniors-

Meet the Owners
Jeffrey & Deanna

Macapinlac

We help seniors live independently at home while giving families
confidence that their loved one has the right support.

ﬁ@@q’@@

& Sexiulization o Alzheimer's & (n-.m.l; ?r-.x..mmn ||-=-u---|—u1 Reminders

%‘ﬂﬂ!‘ LET'S CONNECT!

t \J TriValleySHS.com
=i 925-397-1771

Mt otion And aare!

If you need guidance or
support for computer issues
in Windows or MacOS, | will

provide up to 20 minutes of
free phone support to address
your questions.

READY TO TURN
“I WISH, | COULD”

INTO “| CAN”?

LivERMORE
Fine
Hrrs

STUDIO

PRIVATE AND GROUP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES

M PIANO & GUITAR § VOICE

Start Your Musical
Journey Today o

Lfa.studio | 925.237.1426

60 FENTON STREET | SUITE 3
LIVERMORE | CA. 94550
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A Capital of Art, Flavor, and
Unforgettable Streets

WRITTEN BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT, PAM SAHNI

Madrid is a city that
rewards unhurried
exploration. Spain’s capital
may be famous for its
grand boulevards, royal
architecture, and world-class museums, but
its real charm lies in the rhythm of daily life:
morning coffee at a neighborhood café, late
lunches that stretch into the afternoon, and
lively plazas that glow long after sunset. For
first-time visitors, Madrid offers the perfect
blend of history, culture, food, and
easygoing energy. It’s a city to meander
around in and imbibe the history, and it is
also well connected by metro. Bring your
walking shoes.

A natural starting point is Puerta del
Sol, the symbolic center of the city and
one of Madrid’s busiest meeting places.
From here, it is an easy walk to Plaza
Mayor, the elegant, arcaded square
that has hosted markets, celebrations,
and public gatherings for centuries. Sit
beneath the arches, order a coffee or a
calamari sandwich, and watch street
performers, locals, and travelers move
through one of the city’s most iconic
spaces.
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TRAVEL TALES

Just beyond the old center stands the
Royal Palace of Madrid, an essential stop
for anyone interested in architecture and
Spanish history. Its vast facade, ceremonial
rooms, and sweeping courtyards reveal
the scale of Spain’s royal past. Nearby
Almudena Cathedral adds a striking
contrast, with its blend of traditional and
modern design. Together, the palace and
cathedral create one of Madrid’s most
impressive sightseeing moments, especially
in the golden light of late afternoon.

Madrid is also one of Europe’s great art
capitals. The Prado Museum is the headline
attraction, home to masterpieces by
Velazquez, Goya, El Greco, and other giants
of European painting. Art lovers should also
make time for the Reina Sofia Museum,

where modern works, including Picasso’s
celebrated Guernica, offer a powerful
counterpoint to the classical treasures of the
Prado. The Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum
completes the city’s famous “Golden
Triangle of Art,” making Madrid especially
rewarding for museum-focused travelers.

For a change of pace, head to El Retiro
Park, a beloved green escape close to
the museum district. It’s a city of many
facets and no visit is complete without
experiencing Madrid’s food scene.
Mercado de San Miguel is a popular
introduction, offering tapas, seafood,
cheeses, pastries, and wine under one
historic roof. For a more local evening,
wander through La Latina, where narrow
streets are lined with taverns serving
patatas bravas, jamodn ibérico, tortilla
espafiola, and vermouth on tap. Madrid’s
dining culture is social and relaxed, so
plan to eat late and linger.

Gran Via provides the city’s showier
side, with theaters, shops, rooftop bars, and
ornate early twentieth-century buildings.
At night, its lights give Madrid a cinematic
quality. From there, neighborhoods such
as Malasafia and Chueca offer boutiques,
cafés, nightlife, and a more contemporary
glimpse of the capital.

Madrid is best enjoyed on foot, with
time left open for detours. Its must-see
places—Puerta del Sol, Plaza Mayor, the
Royal Palace, the Prado, Retiro Park, Gran
Via, and the tapas bars of La Latina—
are memorable not only as landmarks,
but as invitations to experience the city’s
warmth, elegance, and irresistible energy.
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FOOD AND WINE

Beet salad

POSADA»
Alta Cucina

WRITTEN BY RUBY'HILL RESIDENT, DOMINIC SCOTTO

Located around the side of the Nob Hill Shopping
Center in Livermore you will find an eclectic
restaurant called POSADA Alta Cucina. Chef

Eduardo has evolved this restaurant to a real gem.

We first visited the restaurant years ago
primarily due to the owner’s support of local wineries.
Unfortunately, we left unimpressed. The Mexican cuisine was
lackluster and uninspired. The bar and beverage selection left
a lot to be desired.

So, when Roger and Rhonda invited us to join them for a
Monday night at Posada, we were apprehensive. They explained
that the restaurant has developed and on Monday nights they
offer a special paella menu with live music. The spot is on the
Murrieta Blvd. side of the shopping center and can be easily
missed — but don’t, it is worth finding.

The dining room is intimate with some outside patio seating.
We opted for the dining room, especially to listen to the great
music of Didier Bouvet and Joey Torres. The duo brough a great
vibe to the room inspiring many of the guests as well as some of
the staff to get up and dance. I can see coming back on a Monday
for cocktails and appetizers just to listen to the music.

But we were there for the star of the evening — the paella. But
not so fast. We started with the chicharrones and Mexican street

corn cheese dip — a generous platter of house made pork cracklins
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Chicarrones con queso

Guacamole and
house made chips

Cheese Bread

that arrive to the table still crackling. Talk about the ultimate spin
on chips and queso — this is a must for any visit. This we paired
with the house made guacamole and chips which was creamy
rich and very fresh. While the chips were tasty, I couldn’t help but
dip the chicharrones which made it even better.

To feel like we were not too indulgent we shared an order
of the charred beet and apple salad — if you have to have salad
this is definitely one to have. Fresh crisp green, pecans, queso
fresco, pickled onions and a pear balsamic. Great balance
of sweet and acid with perfect textural range from soft and
luscious to crunch and sweet.

At this point I was sad that we had not been back sooner.
But the best yet to come.

The Posada mixta paella — while not what you would think
of when thinking of Mexican food and a Mexican chef, but
Eduardo owns this dish. We have had paella in Barcellona
and Eduardo can hold his head high with his version. The rice
was cooked perfect with the just the right amount “socarrat”-
this is the rice that sticks to the bottom of the paella pan (the
paellera). The idea is to share, with the suggestion of being
enough for 2 — I suggest 3 or even 4. The pan came to the table
sporting a very generous selection of plump shrimp, chorizo,
chicken and sauteed vegetables to make this the real deal. As if
it needed more the dish comes with a sourdough cheese bread

Entertainment

Paella Tres Leches

—although not a big sourdough fan I am a big cheese fan and I
was more than satisfied.

BTW —we started with margaritas with the appetizers and
appreciated the extensive bar selection of premium and super pre-
mium spirits. The range is not limited to tequila but includes a wide
range of bourbons — which is my favorite and made me smile again.

At this point we felt very satisfied and even had leftovers for
tomorrow. But then our server suggested we try at least one of the
desserts. Not a hard sell so we settled on 2 desserts instead. While
Nancy is not a fan of classic flan, I am so we ordered the flan and
not to be selfish we decided to add the Tres leche cake —the best
tres leche we have ever had. The cake with rich but not soggy
with a great balance of sweetness.

It was a delightful evening and not just a hot considering
I went in with a low expectation. The service, environment,
entertainment, cocktails and dinner were just right

RESTAURANT INFORMATION
988 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550
925.606.1004
Open daily for lunch and dinner (no lunch on Monday and
closed Tuesday)
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Multi-Family Investment/Property
Management & Commercial Retail
on Your Terms
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* ACCOUNTING & FINANCES
* SALE OR PURCHASE HOMES

510.387.7954 - GCMRealty.com
MARTY@GCMREALTY.COM
1505 Monument Blvd, Concord, CA 94520
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Chocolate Cake

WRITTEN BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT, CAROL OVALLE

Hi everyone - Carol the rock
lady back with another recipe
- super easy!! Get ready this
recipe has 2 ingredients - yes
you read that correctly! Twol!!

I might start by saying
you can probably add your
favorite icing, frosting with
sprinkles if you like- but this is
a simple chocolate cake!

Quality Workmanship Done Right tp': irst Time.

FROM INSPECTION TO CLEANUP, WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED!

CHOCOLATE CAKE RECIPE:
Ingredients:

* 4 eggs - separated

» 1/2 cup dark chocolate chips

Directions:

1. Whip up egg whites
til peaks form

2. Folk in the 4 yolks
3. Melt your chocolate
chips in microwave in

20-30 sec intervals until
melted- then fold chocolate
into the egg mixture!

4. Use 1, 8-9inch round cake
pan lined with parchment
paper or spray Pam before
pouring into pan.

5. Bake at 350 degrees

for 28-30 minutes

6. The cake will look poofy
when it first comes out

of oven but will drop to a

flatter cake for serving!

7. Frost or serve plain!
*Optional - you can melt 1-2
Hershey bars on top as cake
cools and spread when melted
like a frosting!

Enjoy!

NN\

MONARCH ROOFING

“Quality workmanship done right the first time!”
Our roofing, your peace of mind.

Give us a call today!
510.301.4919 | 510.303.2810

TILE REPAIRS | ALL GUTTER TYPES | YEARLY ROOF CLEANING | NEW ROOF & RE-ROOFS | WATER PROOFING
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

1008 Candles Lit for Peace
in Pleasanton, a Magical Evening
with 8 Pleasanton Leaders.

WRITTEN BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT, REENA JADHAV

On Sunday May 31st, at Oasis Grill,
Pleasanton leaders & community

came together to light 1008 candles

for peace for all. It was magical. It was
transformative. It was the first of Peace9.
org mission to light 100 million candles
globally for inner peace.

WHY?
In a world moving at relentless speed,
where stress has become the norm and
burnout is often worn like a badge of
honor, perhaps the most revolutionary act
is surprisingly simple:
e Pause. Then choose peace.
e For 6 minutes just breathe. Become

still. Light a candle to remember that

we can choose light amidst darkness.

This is the heart of the Peace Candle Vigil
movement, a global invitation for people
everywhere to stop for a few moments
each day and consciously choose peace.
Through free collective Zoom gatherings
held daily 6 times including 6:00 AM,
12:00 PM, and 6:00 PM, participants are
guided into inner peace.

WHY PEACE?

Because peace is not passive. It is
powerful.

We live in an age of constant stimulation,
rising anxiety, division, and reactivity. Yet
history and human experience remind
us that lasting change begins within.
Every act of peace creates a ripple. Every
calm mind influences the people around
it. Every peaceful heart contributes to a
more harmonious world.

AS WE OFTEN SAY:

Silence is the antidote to violence.
Modern neuroscience supports what
ancient wisdom traditions have taught for
thousands of years. Moments of intentional
stillness can calm the nervous system,
reduce stress hormones, regulate the vagus
nerve, and shift the body into a state of
healing and restoration. Just a few minutes
of conscious breathing can transform how
we feel, think, and respond to life.

Now imagine millions of people
pausing together. Lighting a candle.
Sending peace and love to the entire
planet.

ELEVATING YOUR

NEXT EVENT
The New Era of

Mobile Beverage Rentals
DRINKS OF ALL TYPES

Call or Email Today!
Anne Piegaro
925.895.7164

sipsocialnorcal@gmail.com

©
[=] ¥ X[ <%
2 LEARN MORE

" & CHECK
AVAILABILITY
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1008 CANDLES LIT FOR PEACE
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The impact would be profound.

We invite you to join Peace9.org and
light just one candle each day as a
personal commitment to peace. Let it be
a reminder that even the smallest light
can illuminate darkness. As your candle
burns, take a few moments to pause,
breathe, and silently offer the intention:

“Peace within me. Peace around me.
Peace for all beings.”
A small practice with the potential for
extraordinary impact.

Join us. Set your alarms. Invite your
family, friends, workplace, school, or
community group. Share your experience
and inspire others to participate.
Together, we can bring peace into our lives.
Together, we can make peace louder
than fear.

One breath. One candle. One pause.
One world united in peace.

To join our daily Pause for Peace
gatherings, visit peace9.org or email
reena@freemeals.org to get added to

WhatsApp group for meditation.
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ART AND SEEK

PEDALS IN
THE WIND

WRITTEN BY: JAN COLEMAN- KNIGHT

PLEASANTON CULTURAL ARTS COUNCIL, BOARD MEMBER

Mission: “PCAC encourages, supports and promotes the Arts in our schools and the
Pleasanton community to reflect our cultural diversity and inspire all.”

https://www.pleasantonArts.org
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BIRDS JOYFULLY FLUTTER over two
bicycles bearing bright flowers at the
signal light where West Las Positas meets
the multi-use cycling Iron Horse Trail.
Two painted utility boxes bring surprised
delight. It is just what artist Irma Grant
intended: “Every image presents a new
adventure: a means to express some of
my favorite memories, moments and
experiences”.

Irma Grant is an artist, graphic
designer, teacher, and illustrator. Born and
raised in the Netherlands, she later lived in
Canada and Sweden. While in France, she
studied fine art at Paul Valery University of
Montpellier, training in classical methods
requiring precision, perspective, and
composition mastery. The French love for
narrative in art inspired Grant’s expression
of both a personal and universal story
as seen in the precision of “Pedals in the
Wind,” and her two other painted utility
boxes in Pleasanton, “Children at Play” and
“Hummingbirds”.

Originally entitled “Bicycle Box” and
later named “Pedals in the Wind” by
Robbie Helms of Valley View Elementary
School, Irma Grant’s artwork tells the
story of the continuum of cycling for
all ages and celebrates young and
older riders sharing the same path.

Birds twisting and floating portray the
motion of wind and the rush of air that
exhilarates a cycling journey. Irma chose
the American Robin and the California
Scrub-Jay since they are common to
Pleasanton. Other birds also play in the
soft wind and are symbolic of the energy
and movement of cycling. The bright
flowers speak of the beauty of nature.
Vine leaves twine about the images as a
reminder that Pleasanton is a gateway
to the Tri-Valley wine country and a nod
to the historic Villa Armando Winery in
Pleasanton until 1985.

This bright expressive artwork
was completed under a stipend from
Pleasanton’s Public Art Acquisition Fund
in 2018 and additional sponsorship
from Bob and JoAnne Rossi Becker.

The background paint is a mixture of
Titanium White and a “dot” of Yellow
Ochre. It commands attention, and along
with the playful images, it invites glee that
unfolds into a happy smile.

‘lmprovinq ‘Your YView
One Window At a Time!

BLEUVIEW.ORG . 877BleuView

Expert Residential & Commercial Window Cleaning & Tinting

INNER AURA

Energy work & sound healing experience,

W |'11."I'!."'- Crvou are.

Bring InnerAura to your home, business, or community.

BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays Deserve a
Spotlight — and We’ve
Got One Just for You!

Email Brooke.Rowten@n2co.com
to be featured!

We love celebrating our amazing

residents — and their families

too! Whether it’s you, your

child, or another family

member (with parent consent,

of course), we’'d love to feature

your special day in the magazine.
Just send us a photo, age (if

you’d like to include it!), and birth

month at least two months in advance —

and we’ll share your celebration in your birth month’s issue!
Let’s make our community pages shine with smiles,

birthdays, and happy moments.

Submit your info and photo to Brooke Rowten at
Brooke.Rowten@n2co.com — we can’t wait to celebrate YOU!

LENGTH DISCOVER
VOLUME. &ifsen

CONFIDENCE. Look.
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2026 GRADUATES

CAPS OFF TO
THE CLASS
OF 2026

Celebrating Ruby Hill Graduates as
they reflect on their achievements,

memories, and exciting journeys ahead.

LAYA MARTIN

Laya is graduating from Carondelet
High School in Concord and will attend
the University of Arizona this fall, where
she plans to major in Criminal Justice.
Throughout her youth, Laya has pursued
her passions with determination and ded-
ication. She began as a competitive figure
skater before transitioning to competitive
cheerleading, traveling across the coun-
try to participate in national competitions.
Since the age of 12, she has spent her sum-
mers traveling internationally on commu-
nity service missions, gaining valuable life
experiences and a broader perspective of
the world. Her interest in law and crimi-
nal justice has also led her to participate in
specialized academic programs, including
coursework at the University of Maryland,
helping to confirm her future career aspira-
tions in the legal field.

This combination of athletic
achievement, service, and academic
exploration has prepared Laya well for
the exciting journey ahead.
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ADIN LIVELY

Adin’s journey is a testament to his
dedication and passion for competitive
cheer.

Originally from Illinois, he relocated to
California to train with one of the nation’s
premier All-Star cheer programs, Black
Ops in Livermore. Over the past two
years, he has attended Amador Valley
High School while pursuing his athletic
goals at the highest level.

This fall, Adin will take the next step
in his journey after signing with Navarro
College, widely recognized as one of the
top cheerleading programs in the country.
Alongside his athletic pursuits, he plans to
earn a degree in Business.

Moving across the country meant
leaving his family behind, and during the
past two years, our family has had the
privilege of hosting him. What began as an
opportunity to support a talented athlete
quickly grew into something much more—
Adin has become a cherished member of
our family and a brother to Laya.

As a firm, we are
dedicated to helping
business leaders and

individuals have more
time to focus on their
personal and
professional
well-being while
leaving their financial
concerns to us.

Freedom Wealth Insurance and
Financial Services, Inc.
6700 Koll Center Pkwy Suite 325,
Pleasanton, CA. 94566
California Ins. License: 6012608

SIENNA ABREU

Graduated Summa Cum laude with a
major in Psychology and a sales minor
from California Polytechnic State
University. She will be working for
Salesforce in San Francisco.

Victoria Aiello

Associate
VAiello@FreedomWealthIFS.com

925.788.9003

FREEDOM
WEALITH

FINANCIAL SERVICES IN(

Martin Aiello
President, CEO

MAiello@FreedomWealthIFS.com

925.586.9954

Securities offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and
other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

*Victoria Aiello does not offer securities or investment advisory services through Osaic Wealth, Inc.

PRATIKSHA THORALI
Graduated University of Minnesota Twin
Cities, and moving on to working as a
Behavioral Technician

KEEP YO HARDSCAPES

() (l ////) ////

Specializing in Residential
Pressure Cleaning & Sealing

Paving Stones « Stamped Concrete « Wood Decks
Exposed Aggregate « Natural Stone « Fences

10 OFF

any sealing or cleaning CLEANING & SEALING PROTECTION

PROFESSIONAL MAINTENANCE
Valid with signed contract and

MIHIR RAO

Graduated University of Minnesota Twin
Cities, and moving on to working as a
Behavioral Technician

925.382.4118

superiorcleanandseal.com

original ad, $300 max discount.
Not valid with any other offers.
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BUSINESS REFERRAL PROGRAM

WHO DO YOU
RECOMMEND?

Receive a FREE $200 GIFT CARD to a local business
when your referral becomes a Preferred Partner!

STROLL

THIS PUBLICATION WAS BUILT UPON referrals from the
neighborhood. We currently vet every one of our Preferred
Partners to ensure they will properly serve you and your family. { [..,m TH
Our advertising partners are well-established and really rely
upon word-of-mouth recommendations to grow and sustain their
business. We are looking for the very best!
If you've had a great experience
with a local business or service provider,
please scan the QR code to submit their
information. I will connect with them to
see if they are a good fit for the Residents of
Ruby Hill. As an alternative to completing i
the online form, you are also welcome to Please scan QR Rl e
email Brooke.Rowten@n2co.com or text code to submit
Roger at 925-575-4819. your favorites

feady To Transform
Your Health?

INTEGRATIVE WELLNESS THAT NURTURES
MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT.

B QLLs kenss
3 -

Led by Kendra Patton, Board-Certified Physician Assistant,
The Healing Phase blends medical knowledge with natural
healing to support gut health, energy, and whole-body balance.

e Gut Health e Mental Health
e Increased Energy e Detox
e Breathwork e Sound Healing

The Patient
Advocat

NETWORK

‘ L ScAaNTO >

LEARN MORE!

[=]

)

L
| today for compassionate, strategic guidance for your healthcare journey.

Stephanie E. Ball, BCPA
10-861-1292 | ThePatientAdvocateNetwork.com

Let’s Connect!
thehealingphase.com
510.560.3363

Kendra Patton, PA-C
Physician Assistant
Holistic Health Coach
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ANNIVERSARY

* Architectural &

Sheet Metal

DON'T SWEAT IT THIS SUMMER
WE STRIVE TO REPAIR, NOT REPLACE.

YOUR FULL SERVICE HVAC PARTNER!

RICHARD'Sn

= % HEATING & AIR REPAIR
SHEETMETAL
—

CAUSUSHUDAY/EN

925-230-4484 : “ mtmm
WWW.RICHARDSHVAC.coM [m] Lic # se34se £l®

M" Follow us

CA License no, 1143442

Experience
HAPPIER AGING
at HOME

Get back to living your life.

to l‘u-*auilfull,f 1 . :
—'Inrir.-:rr! Ibri,v l_ uc : ' Nu rse Ne}(t D(j'{)rt
: > home care services

I|ard'-'r'.:||:P lEil|-"'||j ri-lr|||"|dF|-|5 we're B
licensed, insured, and committed We’re Local
to craftsmanship you'll feel every 24/7Help &

day. Peace of Mind

EXTERIORS | REMODELS | ADUs
FREE I:ONSLILTATIONS
; chors. com

Connect with us today!

925-278-6300

6990 Village Parkway | Suite 206 | Dublin CA | 94568
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Titrand Fin Lanai golfing:
forour 20th anniversary:

GOLFER OF THE MONTH

A Love for the Game, Family, and Fun on the Fairways

WRITTEN BY RUBY HILL RESIDENT, MOKIE MARCHI

WHEN MOKIE MARCH]I first picked up a golf
club, she probably never imagined the
game would become such an important
part of her life. Yet today, golf has taken
her from the fairways of Ruby Hill to the
stunning coastlines of Hawaii, introduced
her to lasting friendships, and created
countless memories with the people she
loves most.

Mokie and her family have deep roots
in Ruby Hill. In fact, their connection to
the club began before they even officially
became residents.

“We bought a lot in Ruby Hill in 1998
and purchased a membership before we
even closed on our lot,” she recalls with
a laugh. “My husband said he had to take
my brother out for his birthday.”

That decision would become the
beginning of a 28-year relationship with
the club and a lifelong connection to the
game.

While Mokie played golf for several
years early on, life became busy, and the
clubs sat idle for nearly a decade. It wasn’t
until her three sons reached school age
that she found her way back to the course.

The motivation was simple—and one
many spouses can appreciate.

“I realized that with three boys and a
husband who all played golf, I was going
to be by myself on our vacations while
they golfed,” she says. “So I decided I
needed to start playing again.”
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What began as a practical decision
soon evolved into a genuine passion.

Her goal was never to become the
longest hitter or the most competitive
player in the group. She simply wanted
to be able to join her family on golf trips
and enjoy the experience. Over time, she
accomplished exactly that.

Today, Mokie has played golf
throughout the Bay Area, Sacramento,
Lake Tahoe, Arizona, Palm Springs,
Mesquite, and across four Hawaiian
Islands—Oahu, Maui, Hawaii, and Lanai.

Among all the courses she’s
experienced, two stand out above the rest:
Monterey Peninsula Country Club and
Wailea Emerald Course in Maui.

“They’re both just beautiful courses,”
she says. “I've only played Monterey
Peninsula once, but I've played Wailea
quite a few times.”

Closer to home, however, Ruby Hill
remains special for a different reason.

“I love that the course is very
women-friendly,” she says. “It’s very
playable for women.”

For Mokie, golf has always been
about much more than scorecards
and handicaps. It’s about community;,
laughter, and the stories that happen
between shots.

One of her favorite Ruby Hill
memories came during a Couples Twilight
event that almost didn’t happen.

A night golf tournament had been
scheduled, but severe thunderstorms
forced organizers to cancel the official
event. Rather than call it a complete loss,
participants were given the glow-in-the-
dark equipment and encouraged to play
on their own.

About ten couples decided to make the
most of it.

“It was so much fun,” Mokie
remembers. “We made it all the way to
the last hole, and then the sprinklers
started coming on.”

Another unforgettable moment came
during a Member-Guest Tournament
when her partner eagled Hole No. 7—one
of the longest par fours on the course.

Moments like those are why Mokie
loves events such as Couples Twilight
and Nine & Wine. While she enjoys
competition and playing tournaments,
it’s the social side of golf that keeps her
coming back.

“I like playing for the social aspect of the
game and going out with my friends,” she
says. “It’s also fun having couple friends that
we can travel with and play golf.”

Like most golfers, Mokie is quick to
acknowledge that the game is never easy.

She jokes that her biggest weakness is
distance, admitting she doesn’t hit the ball
particularly far. Her strength, however,
may be even more valuable.

“I'm usually a pretty good putter and
tend to do better under pressure,” she
says.

That perspective has also shaped the
advice she shares with newer golfers.

“Everyone struggles at some point. As
long as you’re having fun, that’s the most
important thing.”

She knows this from experience.

One of her earliest tournaments
required participants to count every
single stroke. On one particularly difficult
hole, she became trapped in a bunker and
carded an unforgettable 16.

“I shot 126 that day,” she says. “And
because it was a tournament score, it
stayed on my handicap for a year. It was
so embarrassing.”

Today, she laughs about the memory.

“It’s a good reminder that you can
always improve.”

Perhaps that’s what makes Mokie’s
golf story so relatable. It isn’t defined by
trophies, perfect rounds, or bucket-list

pairings with famous golfers. In fact,
when asked about her dream foursome,
she gives an answer that perfectly
captures her outlook on the game.

“I've been lucky enough to play with
so many amazing and fun people,” she
says. “I've enjoyed playing with all my
family and friends. If I played with people
I didn’t know but admired, I would
probably freeze and not have fun.”

Instead, her golf dreams focus on
experiences.

At the top of her bucket list? Playing
Pebble Beach and taking a golf trip to
New Zealand.

For someone who originally
returned to the game simply to avoid
sitting alone during family vacations,
golf has delivered far more than she
expected. It has provided adventure,
friendships, family traditions, and a
lifetime of memories.

And if you find Mokie at Ruby Hill,
chances are she’s not worrying about her
score. She’s enjoying exactly what golf
was always meant to be—a great day
spent with great people.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS
DON’T HAVE TO BE STRESSFUL.

Ruby Hill homeowners trust
7 &7 Plumbing when it matters most.

200 2F

PLUMBING

Fair pricing. Honest work.
Done right the first time.

METEency O | B T Wi % L l."lZl'l'l."I"l'lll.

(510) 708-4237 ElgE[E]
¥ 24/7 Emergency Service  ZandZplumbing.com
v Residential Specialists Licensed and Insured * License #896116 E‘_

v Licensed & Insured

fly picturewithime, my husband
our friends Loriand Mike Racer

Insurances taken!
Weekend availability

@ i/
as well as Evening

/- appointments In person
or Video Sessions.

Wajeeha Khan, LMFT

Founder/Clinic Director

6101 Bollinger Canyon Rd. #379
Bishop Ranch 1 | San Ramon, CA 94583
(510) 697-3460 | Wellmindtherapy.org
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resident

This is a current list of business owners and professionals from our neighborhood. It is an opportunity to network, qualify, and potentially

build a business relationship with other successful individuals who also live here. To be included in the Resident Business Guide, email

your information to Brooke.Rowten@n2co.com or scan the QR code.

< |
AN ‘SEE,
CAN TRUST

HOME & SMALL BUSINESS LUXURY HAIR ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL PRIVATE OFFICE AND REALTOR
TECHNOLOGY EXTENSIONS SURGERY & DENTAL COWORKING SPACE Help-U-Sell
Better Call Steve Marina Hair Extensions IMPLANTS Dublin Technology Achievers Realty
Steve Cownie Marina Ozturk Ashok N. Veeranki, Center Workspaces Meena Gujral
(914) 582-7476 (925) 699-1791 DDS, FIBCSOS, (DTC Workspaces) (510) 427-7992
BetterCall-Steve.com marinahairextensions.com FACS. Christopher Veena Kaul helpusellachievers.com
Vanderbeek, DDS (925) 548-9290
IT SERVICES NON MEDICAL HOME Ashok N. Veeranki www.dublintechcenter.com
Tek Valley CARE REFERRAL AGENCY (209) 836-3870
Seema Chawla From The Heart drveeranki.com READY MIX CONCRETE .
(925) 558-2275 Home Care, Inc. AND LANDSCAPE
www.tekvalley.com/ Nancy and Dominic Scotto MATERIAL SUPPLIER LR
(925) 803-0663 Tri-City Rock L
LASER AND SKIN MED SPA wew fromtheheart Stefany Doukas The Gold Standard in
MD Laser Spa homecare.com/ (510) 651-7761
Dr. Robert Gray tricityrock.com

Remodeling & Construction

(925) 846-2772
mdlaserspa.com

L E G A C Y Strategic Coaching
for High-Performing
— — HEIGHTS —— Individuals & Families

Success means nothing if your personal
life feels misaligned. Legacy Heights works
with individuals and families navigating:

* Personal path & life direction

* Divorce & separation

* Child—parent relationship challenges

» Major life transitions

If you're ready for clarity, stability, and
forward momentum — now is the time. ADUs | FULL HOME REMODELS | GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Start with a Complimentary 30-Minute
Strategy Consultation A focused,

no-obligation conversation to assess

KITCHEN & BATH RENOVATIONS | DECKS & OUTDOOR LIVING

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

where you are and define your next steps. BEGIN YOUR JOURNEY TO

A STRONGER FAMILY
Limited availability — now booking. . @}ggigyﬂ:?ggi'ﬁg
racyheights.

R Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CSLB 1141191
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RUBY HILL HOMEOWNERS

Experience
the Diftference.

Every home deserves a custom
strategy. Qur team combines local
expertise, innovative marketing, and
skilled negotiation to position every
Ruby Hill property for success.

PROUD TO 0
CURIOUS ABOUT TODAY'S (@) -

Ty,

SRES

=1 br
RUBY HILL MARKET? T4+ 900+ ot

Call today for a confidential property

- - RLIBY HILI FAMILIES SERVELD
review and neighborhood sales report HOMES SOLD %

Specialist®

REALTOR | SRES | CREN
(925) 694-0802 www.ArmarioHomes.com
Info@Armariohomes.com :

DeAnna Armario | Brianna Armario /}Z

ARMARIO HOMES

TRI-VALLEY LUXURY BEALTY
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