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11261 Jacana 
Court, #1807

First floor 
renovated turnkey 
furnished condo 
with tranquil lake 
view. This unit 
features a 

beautifully renovated kitchen with an open-concept 
floor plan, allowing seamless flow between the 
kitchen, dining, and living areas. This airy layout allows 
you to cook, entertain, and unwind all in one 
connected space. Tile flooring throughout the entire 
condo, granite and custom cabinets in the kitchen and 
dining rooms, plantation shutters on the kitchen and 
dining area windows, and updated bathrooms.

15301McGregor Blvd. #2 Ft. Myers, FL  33908 • 239.466.9905 . www.bhhsfloridarealty.com

ADDRESS  SUBDIVISON LISTING PRICE
14334 Harbour Landing Dr., #17A Harbour Landings $2,800,000
14500 Ocean Bluff Drive Edgewater $2,199,000
11620 Court of Palms #605 Palmas Del Sol $1,245,000
11250 Bienvenida Way, #101 Coronado $799,000
14610 Sagamore Court Sagamore Court $499,000
11130 Harbour Yacht Ct., #13B Bellavista $429,000
14531 Grande Cay Cr., #300 Grande Cay $314,000
14981 Rivers Edge Ct., #228 Rivers Edge $300,000
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The Drew, Graettinger
FINANCIAL CONSULTING GROUP

of  Wells Fargo Advisors

Helping Bring Confidence
to Your Investment Planning

Investment and Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured / No Bank Guarantee / May Lose Value
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker dealer and non bank a�liate of Wells Fargo & Company

Stephanie Drew, CFDA
Senior Vice President, Investment O�cer

(239)479-7920 | stephanie.drew@wellsfargo.com

Robert Graettinger, AAMS
Managing Director, Investments

(239)277-3133 | robert.graettinger@wellsfargo.com

13515 Bell Tower Dr. Ste 100, Fort Myers FL 33907 | www.drewgraettingerfcg.com

PM-05222027-8625316.1.1.

Lee County Electric Co-op
Waste Management
Comcast Cable (Repairs & Technical Issues) 
Comcast Cable (Sales)
Century Link (phone, Internet, sales, billing)
Century Link (Internet repair)
Century Link (phone repairs)
Lee Way (Toll Bridge information)
Lee County School District
Ft Myers Post Office (Main)
Florida Power & Light
Lee County Water & Sewer
TECO natural gas
Guest/Vendor Gate Access Pre-Call 
North Gate House 
South Gate House 
Security Patrol Officer 
Country Club

LOCAL OFFICIALS
Elections Office
District 1 (Lee County)
Emergency Police & Fire
FL Alligator Nuisance Hotline
EMS non emergency
Sheriff non emergency
Coast Guard
Motor Vehicle Registration
Tax Office
Voter Registration
Social Security

(239) 995-2121
(239) 334-1224
(239) 574-2020
(877) 834-1089
(866) 706-4722 
(866) 707-3847 

611
(239) 931-0100 
(239) 931-0100 
(239) 277-3336
(239) 694-0183
(239) 936-0247
(877) 832-6747
(239) 935-5179
(239) 482-5039
(239) 433-0110
(239) 340-8994
(239) 433-5111

(239) 458-7020
(239) 233-2224

911
(866) 392-4286
(239) 335-1660
(239) 477-1000
(239) 463-5754
(239) 339-6000
(239) 335-2283
(239) 339-6300
(800) 772-1213

Wendy Franke
wendy.franke@n2co.com 

Marcie Wallis
marcie.wallis@n2co.com

Kamni Marsh 
n2ftmyersads@gmail.com

Jan Pearson-Graham
Grand Affair Photography
239-472-2024

The N2 Company Design Team

PUBLISHER

EDITOR AND  
CONTENT MANAGER

AD MANAGER

PHOTOGRAPHER

CREATIVE TEAM

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS

We’re proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment 
to fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an 
eye out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to identify articles highlighting 
these valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may 
have provided free products and / or services for the review.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Unique Harbour Living, is owned 
by The N2 Company, and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, 
or homeowners association. Articles and advertisements in this publication and 
opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 but remain 
solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained 
within this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2. 

strollmag.com
Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2026 The N2 Company, Inc.
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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
neighborhood partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine 

possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

BOUTIQUE - APPAREL
Keep Boutique

(239) 955-4714
keepboutique.co

CAR SERVICE
Better Cars Service Center

(239) 489-1565
bettercarsservice.com

CONCIERGE PHYSICIAN
MD VIP

Sherry Farag, MD
(239) 395-2434

www.mdvip.com/doctors/
sherryfaragmd

COUNTRY CLUB/GOLF COURSE
Gulf Harbour Yacht & Country Club

(239) 444-3631

DENTAL CARE
Ft. Myers Dental Care

(239) 482-5900
FtMyersDentalCare.com

FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Merhige Investment Associates

(239) 479-7924
chulmskywmg.com

FINANCIAL CONSULTING
The Drew, Graettinger FCG 

of Wells Fargo Advisors
(239) 479-7920

drewgraettingerfcg@wellsfargo.com

FINANCIAL/WEALTH ADVISOR
Richard Brown Investments

(239) 415-4650

FLAGS
WeatherTough Flags

(630) 747-5826
www.flagsource.com

HOME REMODELING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Executive Remodeling Cape Coral
(561) 809-4074

www.remodelingcapecoral.com

INSURANCE
Omni One Insurance 

Agency, by Gifford Carr
(239) 541-3777
omnionegc.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Bridget Vandenburgh Interiors, inc.

(239) 312-8800
www.bridgetinteriors.com

Olsen Interiors 360 Design
(239) 476-0880
360Design.Space

LANDSCAPE & LANAI LIGHTING
G2 Lighting LLC
(239) 227-7008

www.g2lights.com

MED SPA/SKIN CARE
ZenSations Medical Spa

(239) 821-9652
zensations-spa.com

PET CARE
Annie’s Pet Care of SWFL

(202) 256-8350

PHOTOGRAPHY
Grand Affair Photography

(239) 472-2024
Grandaffairphotography.com

REAL ESTATE
Berkshire Hathaway

www.gulfharbourteam.com 

Tasha Morris
Tasha Morris

(239) 710-5665

REALTOR
Berkshire Hathaway -- Diane Boutin

(239) 229-7571
boutinteam.com

Elise & Tom Starr/The Starr Team
(239) 209-3960

johnrwoodflorida.com

REALTORS
Royal Shell Real Estate

Michael Polly
(239) 689-7653

RoyalShellRealEstate.com

REMODELER/BUILDER/
KITCHENS & BATHS

A Mark of Excellence LLC
(239) 747-8420

amoexcellence.com

RESTAURANTS
LaFontanella Restaurant/Blanc

(239) 237-2143
LaFontanellahospitality.com

Lynq & Garden Goddess
(239) 851-5533

lynq.life.com

RETIREMENT LIVING
Shell Point Retirement Community

(239) 454-2160
shellpoint.org

ROOFING REPAIRS, ROOF 
MAINT & RE-ROOFS

Superior Built Roofing
(239) 345-3429

SuperiorBuiltRoofing.com

SENIOR LIVING
Cypress Cove Senior Living

(239) 349-3290
cypressliving.org

THEATRE
Florida Repertory Theatre

(239) 332-4488
FloridaRep.org

TRASH BIN CLEANING SERVICES
Sparkly Bin Cape Coral

(239) 314-4779
www.sparklybin.com/

TRAVEL
Clandestin Travel

(239) 415-3731
clandestintravel.com

WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES
Sheppard Law Firm

(239) 334-1141
sbshlaw.com

WINDOW AND DOOR SALES 
& INSTALLATION
R & S Companies
(305) 256-6666
rscompanies.com

YACHT SALES & SERVICE
Diversified Yacht Club

(239) 765-8700
dysinc.com

Superb Customer Service—Right In Gulf Harbour 

239-415-3731
KarenKirk803@comcast.net 
www.ClandestinTravel.com 

Karen Kirk, Gulf Harbour Resident and Elite Cruise Counselor

Our Expert Insight Will Transform Your Vacation Into Something Unique

TAKE TRAVEL TO THE NEXT LEVEL * WE MAKE IT EASY

Visit Iceland in March • Aurora
Choose Lux Hotel • Tours • Private Guides

Plan Now for Next Year • Call Us

Aurora Borealis

See More at www.ClandestinTravel.com • Everything You Need for Travel Custom Kitchens & Baths • Interior/Exterior Trim
Decks • Stairs & Railings • Impact Windows & Doors

Additions • Renovations • New Construction

LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED
239.747.8420 www.amoexcellence.com

Residential & Commercial

Let’s Build Excellence Together
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In This Issue...

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

NEW CODE!  
WINNER, WINNER!
Scan the code to enter for a chance to win a gift card from 
Normal Love Confections by telling us some of your favorites!

IMPACT WINDOWS AND DOORS
OF EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY, SAFETY, AND DURABILITY

IMPACT WINDOWS AND DOORS
OF EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY, SAFETY, AND DURABILITY

LOCATIONS:
3401 Bonita Beach Rd, Bonita Springs, FL
8715 SW 129th Terrace, Miami, FL 33176

Call or email us today at 239-496-5450 (info@rscompanies.com)
and discover why generations of Floridians trust R&S.

with Installation that
Exceeds Expectations

Nissa Sultan 
Owner & Managing Principal  |  KEEP LLC

239.955.4714  |  hello@keepboutique.com  |  www.keepboutique.com
16888 McGregor Blvd  |  Ste #101  |  Fort Myers, Florida

Elevate the
Everyday

Boutique
Hello Gulf Harbour residents and happy spring! It is not arriving one moment 
too soon. For those of you who live here mostly in the winter, I’m sure you are 
elated about temperatures in the 40s instead of single digits with windchills 
below zero. 

In this issue of Stroll, we are introducing you to the enormously popular 
music group, The Band. It was definitely a group effort to collect the 
information and photos! We hope you will enjoy reading it as much as we 
enjoyed putting it all together. 

Mark your calendar for the Palmas Del Sol Art Show. More info inside on this 
event held by your neighbor, Jill Staples.

We also have a fun Kids to Kids story about Theo Drew, and you can find out 
where the Foodies have been!
We hope you enjoy this issue of Stroll Gulf Harbour!

Your Publisher,

Wendy
Wendy Franke
Publisher / Area Director
Wendy.Franke@n2co.com

Are you a snowbird? Do you live in a condo? 
You will now receive a digital copy of the magazine 
each month by providing your email address. Email 
Wendy at wendy.franke@n2co.com
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Jeannie is a classically trained soprano with a master’s degree 
in Vocal Pedagogy. “Years and years of Bach, Mozart and Haydn 
did not necessarily prepare me for this, but singing in my car at 
the top of my lungs certainly helped.”

Jeannie and Jack have a blended family with three adult 
children and four grandkids.

LARRY KAPLAN - KEYBOARD AND BACKUP VOCALS
Larry and his wife Mariette have lived here for five years and 
have four children. They love the numerous activities available. 

Larry has played piano since age eight and wrote three albums 
of Jewish holiday songs for a kids’ singing group called The Shining 
Lights. Performed over 25 years in the Chicagoland area, new kids 
replaced old members once they went off to college. He has written 
and performed original songs throughout his life; recently he sang 
an original song at the Hanukkah dinner at GH! Larry is also a 
published author; A Ticket to Oswego is his latest.

As a lawyer, Larry’s claim to fame is being one of several 
lawyers who represented Morton Thiokol in lawsuits stemming 
from the space shuttle Challenger disaster.

Larry was invited to play in the band by the other members. 
“I Iove being in the band. They are a great, giving and fun bunch.”

Band members Jeannie Bourget, Larry Kaplan, Gregg Raymond, 
Ray Lessard, Tug Orr, Michael Kassen, and Gulf Harbour resident 

Randy Hess entertain residents at Take Me Back Tuesdays!

LET THE MUSIC PLAY!

If you’ve been to the band’s favorite gig, Take Me Back Tuesday 
at the Club, you may have had the pleasure of hearing The House 
Band. These seven people, now good friends, were collected by 
Ray Lessard and Randy Hess in 2023. Together, they make people 
dance and sing like no one’s watching. 

JEANNIE BOURGET - LEAD SINGER
Jeannie and her husband Jack have lived in GH for six years. 
Coming from Michigan, they love not having to bundle up to go 
outside.

Jeannie has been with the band since its inception in early 
2023. “I was surfing the GH Facebook Marketplace page and 
saw a message from Ray Lessard about wanting to start a band. 
Singing in a band was always on my bucket list, so I showed up to 
audition. I was one of only two people to show up, and the only 
female. The rest is history.”

GREGG RAYMOND – DRUMMER
Gregg and his wife Karen have lived here for four years, have 
three sons and five grandchildren.They love not only the location 
but also the many friends they have made.

Retired from 40 years of dentistry, Gregg has been in several 
bands over the years. One of his bands once opened for the 
Buckinghams. “They were the most listened to band in 1967.” 
Since music has always been a huge part of Gregg’s life, he 
and Karen formed a band in 1980 and played for weddings, 
conventions, proms, and New Year’s Eve.

Gregg has been in the band since the beginning. “Ray Lessard 
(our fearless leader), was searching for a drummer to join his 
band and I answered the call.” The thing he has enjoyed the 
most about the band has been the camaraderie. “It’s so exciting 
now to become part of a rock ‘n’ roll band with so many talented 
musicians … it’s a dream come true!” 

Ray and 
Michael as 
ZZ Top.

Gulf Harbour’s 
Rock and Roll Band

HOUSE BANDHOUSE BAND
THETHE
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Gregg and Michael also realized many years later that Ray 
Lessard came up and joined them one time. “Now, all these years 
later, we have what I believe is a very entertaining seven-piece 
band that loves to play and perform.”

RANDY HESS - LEAD GUITARIST
Randy and his wife, Karen, have lived in GH for five years and 
have one son, Jason. They love the golf and club activities and the 
friendships they have made here. 

Randy’s music career began in the early 70’s. “I played with 
The Gathering at local Cincinnati clubs and venues across the east 
coast.” Then he got a real job and put music on the backburner 
until he retired around 10 years ago. “I started the Shore ‘Nuff 
Band when I moved to Southwest Florida and renewed my 
passion in music.” 

Randy and Ray are the creators of the band. “Ray and I 
initiated the idea for the band over drinks at the Tiki and posted 
a search for musicians on the Gulf Harbour Facebook page.” The 
rest is history! 

In the beginning....In the beginning....
JEANNIE RECALLS THE EARLY DAYS.

When we first got started, we rehearsed in Gregg’s condo – basically we took over the place. Gregg had his 
drum kit set up where the kitchen table was supposed to be, and we would simply walk away after rehearsal 
and leave all of our stuff there. Gregg’s wife Karen is a saint. Since that time, Randy remodeled his home in 
Seaside and created a music studio, so now we walk away and leave all our stuff at Randy’s!

RAY LESSARD - 
BASS PLAYER
Ray and his wife Kathy 
have lived in GH for 
ten years, and love 
everything about it. 
Ray, a former Senior 
VP of investments 
for a national bank-
owned brokerage firm, 
and Kathy have three 
daughters and six 
grandchildren.

Ray is one of the 
leaders of the band 
along with Randy. 
They came up with 
the idea of finding 
other musicians in 
Gulf Harbour, and The 
House Band was born.

Previously, Ray was in a Canadian recording act that had 
several top 10 records in the 1970s. “We were touring on the 
band bus mid-winter when the rear tandem wheels fell off at 
2AM, and we had to track them down in three feet of snow in a 
cornfield. Got towed, replaced the wheel studs and went on our 
way. Eight hours later, our singer woke up and asked, “Are we 
there yet?” Made the gig on time anyway.” Ray has many other 
stories, but you will have to ask him about them.

TUG ORR – HARMONICA
Tug and his partner, Maureen Durkin, have been snowbirds here 
for six years and love that there is music everywhere. He became 
part of the band by answering an ad on the Gulf Harbour website.

Back in the day, Tug was a self-employed van salesman. In 
his free time, he was an avid fisherman and musician. A Charter 
Captain for over 20 years, Tug said he used to tell his clients that it 
was the most fun they could have with their clothes on. Tug’s funny. 

When he moved to Michigan in 1970, the first friends he met 
were really good musicians. To fit in with their blues sound, Tug 
picked up a harmonica and started practicing. Eventually he got 
skilled enough to play with them.

“As of now, I play with many local bands such as The DVS 
band, Riverside band, and Stephen Clark.” Tug also did a couple 
songs on stage with Magic Slim and the Teardrops.  Tug has two 
daughters and five grandkids.

MICHAEL KASSEN – GUITAR AND SINGER
Originally from Toronto, Canada, Michael once sang backup 
vocals for Dan Ackroyd and the Blues Brothers at the Toronto 
Hunt Club. Here in GH, Michael met Gregg playing golf ten years 
ago. One night, they went to open mic at Bonita Bills with a bunch 
of friends. Unbeknownst to Michael and Gregg, an anonymous 
fan had volunteered them to join the house band for a song. “At 
that point, we really didn’t know much about each other’s playing 
ability.” Freaking out, the two came to a decision (after practicing 
in the parking lot) to sing Del Shannon’s Runaway. “When we 
finished our song and everybody going crazy on the dance floor, 
the gentleman that ran the open mic immediately asked if we 
could do another song. I turned to him and said, ‘We don’t know 
any,’ and we all laughed our heads off.”
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Tasha Morris
tashamorris.com
239.710.5665 | tasha.morris@kw.com

Let Our Family Help "Your Families" Obtain Their Dreams

Ft Myers 239.214.7009 | Cape Coral 239.205.6373 | landsel.com
Proudly serving the real estate community for over 30 years.

Call Scott Morris for your
FREE ESTIMATE 239-544-7400

Visit SJMCustomHomes.com to
schedule your appointment now!

SJM
CUSTOM HOMES INC

We o�er one of a kind, stunning kitchens and 
bathrooms. Full Home Remodels, additions, 
and new construction.

We also o�er all brands of impact VMDWS Doors 
at Preferred Pricing.

LANDSCAPE
& LANAI
LIGHTING

ENHANCE THE BEAUTY AND
SECURITY OF YOUR HOME WITH
OUTDOOR LIGHTING!
ASK ABOUT OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS.

239-227-7008 • G2LIGHTS.COM

Seasonal SPECIAL 
purchase 3 lights get 1 FREE
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Theo Drew is a kindergartener with a 
mission to make people happy with his 
pictures. “I want to be an artist because I 
love drawing and making things with my 
imagination.”

Son of Stephanie and Jordan 
Drew, Theo’s favorite subjects are, not 
surprisingly, art and story time. “I love 
art because I get to draw and use lots 
of colors, and I love story time because 
I get to hear fun stories and use my 
imagination.”

When he’s not drawing, Theo plays 
soccer, baseball, and basketball. “My 
favorite activities are soccer and baseball 
because I love running around and 
having fun with my friends.” He also loves 
vacationing with his family to Mexico. “I 
love the beach, going in the ocean, eating 
tacos, speaking Spanish, and I even get to 
drink piña coladas. It’s so much fun!”

Both Theo and his brother, Liam, can 
understand French and Spanish because 
Stephanie and her parents are French 
and German. “I also love cooking with my 
mom—we make sourdough together, and 
it’s so much fun!”

Around here, Theo loves the beach, 
playing outside, and spending time with 
his family. “I love being in the sun and 
having so many fun things to do!”

Here Comes 
Theo Drew!

KIDS TO KIDS
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B ridget Vandenburgh Interiors has grown from decades of 
work in residential design and a steady commitment to 
client relationships. Founded in 2018, the studio operates 

with a team of three and offers full-service residential interior 
design for homeowners across Southwest Florida.

Bridget Vandenburgh serves as president and lead designer. 
She brings more than 33 years of experience to the business and 
has worked in the design field for most of her career. Alongside 
her husband Erik, who is a realtor with John R Wood Properties, 
Bridget built BVI. She values her long-standing relationships with 
local contractors, workrooms, and furniture vendors. Her focus 
remains on experience and collaboration.

Bridget’s interest in design began early. “My love of 
decorating started at a young age,” she said, recalling time 
spent decorating her dollhouse and attending open houses 
with her parents. She went on to study interior design in 
Cincinnati and purchased her first design business at age 23. 

After returning to her hometown of Lancaster, Ohio, she and 
her parents purchased Woods Interiors, launching her well-
estabished design career. In 2005, she moved to Sanibel Island 
shortly after Hurricane Charley and helped homeowners rebuild 
during a challenging period. This work influenced her coastal 
design approach. In 2018, Bridget and Erik founded Bridget 
Vandenburgh Interiors on Sanibel.

Bridget’s professional background and experiences shape 
the direction of the firm. Client relationships remain central to 
the studio’s work. Many clients return year after year, and new 
business often comes through word-of-mouth referrals from 
past clients, local realtors, and island rental companies. Building 
friendships and trusting relationships with clients is what Bridget 
loves most about the business.

Here in Fort Myers, the showroom and design studio serve 
as a central workspace for projects throughout the region. The 
studio provides comprehensive design services, from concept 

PREFERRED PARTNER

Bridget 
Vandenburgh 
Interiors

EXPERIENCE BUILT ON TRUST

Decades of experience, trusted relationships, and full-service residential design 
shape Bridget Vandenburgh Interiors’ approach across Southwest Florida.

through completion. BVI offers special-order custom furniture, 
area rugs, lamps, artwork, gifts, and accessories. Clients also 
have access to designer fabrics, wallpaper, reupholstering, and 
window treatments, including shutters, blinds, and custom 
drapery. Their reputation for coastal colors is evident. “Everyone 
knows we love blue,” she said, while noting the team does not 
stay in one lane.

Sourcing plays a key role in the studio’s process. The team 
attends High Point Market each year and travels to Atlanta 
and Dallas markets to source accessories, lamps, artwork, and 
finishing details. “It’s a whirlwind, and a lot of walking, but we 
love every minute.”

As Bridget Vandenburgh Interiors continues to grow across 
Southwest Florida, the studio remains grounded in experience, 
consistency, and trust. With decades in the field, a hands-on 
approach, and long-standing relationships with clients and 
partners, the firm approaches each project with care and attention.

PHONE: 
239/222-0148

WEBSITE:
WWW.BRIDGETINTERIORS.COM

SOCIAL MEDIA:
BRIDGET_VANDENBURGH INSTAGRAM

Decorating on the islands & Fort Myers since 2005.
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Palmas Del 
Sol Art Show

Your neighbor, Jill Staples, is gearing 
up for her annual Art Show and Sale in 

Palmas Del Sol.

AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD

This is not achieved through a single tactic or a generic 
solution. Effective planning begins with clarity about 
family goals—control, access, protection from creditors, and 
multigenerational stewardship. From there, we evaluate the 
nature of the assets—real estate, closely held businesses, or 
investment portfolios—and align them with strategies designed to 
create leverage.

As trillions of dollars change hands over the coming decade, 
the distinction between simple gifting and strategic planning will 
determine which families preserve wealth—and which quietly 
lose a significant portion to taxes.

The gift and estate tax exemption is not something to “use 
up.” It is something to engineer. When approached thoughtfully, 
it becomes the foundation of perpetual wealth—wealth designed 
not just to transfer but to endure.

Learn more at floridaestateplanning.com

“Over the next decade, 1.2 million individuals with net worths of 
$5 million or more are projected to pass down approximately $38 
trillion globally, much of it in real estate.”

— The Wall Street Journal, Gen X and Millennials Will Inherit 
Trillions of Dollars in Real Estate, January 16, 2026. 

This historic transfer of wealth is already underway—and 
for families in Gulf Harbour, it raises an essential question: How 
much of what you have built will reach the next generation intact?

Federal estate tax planning is central to that question. Today, 
each individual has a roughly $15 million federal estate and gift 
tax exemption. Married couples can shield about $30 million. 
While that may sound like more than enough, the exemption is 
reduced by lifetime gifts that exceed the annual exclusion—and 
how those gifts are structured makes all the difference.

A common mistake I see among high-net-worth families is 
making dollar-for-dollar transfers. A parent gifts $7 million outright 
to children or contributes $7 million to an irrevocable trust and 
uses $7 million of exemption to do so. The assets are removed from 
the taxable estate, but the exemption is consumed inefficiently.

More sophisticated families focus on leveraging their 
exemption. The objective is not merely to give assets away but 
to transfer significantly more value than the exemption allows. 
With proper planning, it is often possible to move $5 million, 
or substantially more, out of the taxable estate while using only 
$1–$2 million of the exemption. Future appreciation, income, and 
compounding growth then occur outside the estate, permanently 
beyond the reach of estate tax.

What is Leveraging 
the Exemption?
BY GULF HARBOUR MEMBER CRAIG R. HERSCH, FLORIDA BAR BOARD 
CERTIFIED WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES ATTORNEY; CPA

PERPETUAL WEALTH

New Shine
Bringing a

to Trash Bins

sparklybin.com
Locally Owned and Operated • 239-314-4779

The First Step to a Cleaner Community Begins with Your Trash Bin

Sparkly Bin is here to tackle the dirt, grime,
and unseen threats that linger in your trash bins.

Decorating in Fort Myers
& the islands since 2005.

Stop by to visit us at our New Location
located at the Design Center. 

Craig R. Hersch is a Florida Bar Board 
Certified Wills, Trusts & Estates attorney/
CPA. For more information, visit  
www.floridaestateplanning.com 

SUNDAY MARCH 29, 2026
Palmas Del Sol Clubhouse

10:30 to 3:30

Featuring Artist: Jill Staples

Please come and enjoy the artwork as you sip on a glass 
of wine or Prosecco

Any questions call/text Jill at (904) 206-9666.
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Mark and Kelly Bardo organized members of the Gulf Harbour Yacht Club for a yachting excursion to Sanibel Island for lunch. 
Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate!! A few boats did venture out on the high seas, but most took the old fashion method…they 

drove. Everyone had a lot of laughs and it was a terrific way to spend the afternoon.

Gulf Harbour Yacht Club Lunch Brunch
BY RESIDENT MAUREEN WOTT

GULF HARBOUR YACHT CLUB NEWS
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 Diane Boutin of 
“The Boutin Team”, has been in

the real estate business for over 20 years.

“WE LIST MORE & SELL MORE”

 Active Member and Resident of Gulf Harbour
LIST WITH THE TEAM THAT GETS RESULTS

Visit Our Website and Take a Tour of Our Homes
at www.theboutinteam.com 

Call Diane Boutin 
(239) 229-7571 • dianeboutin0211@gmail.com

Olivia Marsh 
Realtor

Michelle D'Amico
Realtor • Transaction Coordinator

From cleanings and exams to advanced 
restorations and everything in between. We 

offer expert dental care for your whole family.

Crea�ng Healthy Smiles

Karen Wilkinson. D.M.D.

Drs. Karen Wilkinson & John Hya�
Ft. Myers Dental Care
15620 McGregor Blvd #135

Ft. Myers, FL 33908
�myersdentalcare.com

239-482-5900
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Luxury Interior Design 
Timeless & Distinctive Designs

Olsen Interiors creatively transforms your ideas
into an exquisite home of your dreams

OLSEN INTERIORS  •  360DESIGN.SPACE  •  239.476.0880

Olsen Interiors
360 Design
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9407 Cypress Lake Dr. Suite C | Fort Myers, FL 33919
Located next to Dr. Steven Prendiville. Southwest FL239-821-9652

30+ years experience,
Master Certified
Permanent Cosmetics 

-Sauna/shower
-Health & Wellness counseling
-Firm & Bright Body Ritual treatment
-Bio Marker Health Scanning
-Massage Therapy
-Hypnotherapy

-Master Certified Permanent Cosmetics,
  specializing in Color and shape.
-Ted - Hair Restoration
-Medical HydraFacial
-Customized Facials
-Derma Planing
-Advanced Chemical Peels
-IPL
-Laser Hair Removal
-Clear Lift Laser
-Customized Lash Extensions
-Lash Lift

All Things Health:

All Things Beauty:
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But it happened that this vet, along with the office 
manager and a vet tech had ALSO relocated to the sister Fort 
Myers clinic after the hurricane and remembered Winston 
fondly! All of Winston’s records, including his neuter and shot 
history, were in the clinic’s files.

So, after a jubilant homecoming by the clinic staff, Laura 
and Marco apologized to Winston for attempting to rename 
him and the cat reclaimed his true name.

Dignified and resilient, true to his name, Winston settled 
into the Maxemovich home happily, now that the confusion 
over his name had been resolved.

As part of Winston’s background, the shelter had provided 
Laura with the email of the former owner’s granddaughter who 
had requested to be contacted once Winston was settled in a 
new home. Laura contacted the granddaughter and arranged a 
visit to show her how well Winston had acclimated.

“She was thrilled to see him so content and healthy in his 
new home!” Laura said. Surprisingly he came from a long line 
of “Winstons.” The granddaughter told them her grandparents 
had named all their previous cats the same surname, yet each 
cat’s personality perfectly fit the name “Winston” to a T!

This Winston is delighted to be at home with Laura 
and Marco. It took a while, perhaps understandably after 
experiencing a class 4 hurricane, but Winston has adjusted 
from sleeping under the bed to his favorite living room chair 
that Laura lovingly drapes with his favorite blanket. Nightly he 
finds his way to her on the sofa and sits devotedly at her side.

“Winston is the first cat we’ve had that is drawn to me,” 
Laura laughed. “All of our other cats were attached to Marco. 
But when Winston came out of the crate he walked up and 
licked my nose!”

“He’s nothing like any of our other cats,” they agreed, “and of 
course like all animals, they pick us, not the other way around.”

To again quote Elliot, “You should need no interpreter to 
understand their character…You’ve seen them both at work 
and games, and learnt about their proper names, their habits 
and their habitat.”

The Maxemovich’s are thrilled Winston is a part of their 
lives. Winston is happy in his new home, a calm and restful 
place. But perhaps he is most particularly satisfied that they 
discovered his true name!

“The name that no human research can discover—But THE CAT 
HIMSELF KNOWS, and will never confess.” T.S. Elliot presumably 
knew a lot about cats according to his book of poems, Old Possum’s 
Book of Practical Cats. But in the case of Winston, the author didn’t 
factor in a feline’s prior life with a previous owner. he wrote. 

Laura and Marco Maxemovich set out in 2023 to find an older 
cat that needed to be rescued. After eight years without Dusty, 
known locally as “the cat that walks on a leash”, the time was 
right. And the Animal Refuge Center (ARC) team knew exactly 
who would be a perfect match for them; a 13-pound long and 
lanky orange, 10-year-old tabby cat.

The Maxemovich’s took their new roommate home and after 
exploring various names called him Archie.

A couple weeks later they took Archie to their vet to be 
checked out. After introductions and a quick look-see, the vet 
pronounced, “Wait! I know this cat. This is Winston!”

Winston and his previous owner were washed out of 
their Sanibel home after Ian in 2022. Sadly, the elderly owner 
passed away a few months later and his family surrendered 
Winston to the shelter.

This is Winston!
BY ANNE WOSFORD

PRECIOUS PET
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Former Gulf  Harbour residents Chris & Kaitlin 
Whitaker invite you to LYNQ or Garden Goddess!

A Global Dining Experience
Under One Roof

Come taste, sip & enjoy today!
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Organic juice bar, 
deli, grill & dessert 
bar inside Fort Myers 
favorite, Ada’s Market
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A Taste  
of Design
BY RESIDENT DEBORAH GEAR

FOODIES

Gulf Harbour Foodies January event, “A Taste of Design” 
hosted by Clive Daniel Home was an afternoon where culinary 
craft met inspired design. A Mediterranean lunch experience 
featuring a live chef demonstration by Savour Catering included 
Mediterranean Chicken, Browned Butter Saffron Risotto and 
Green Beans with Caramelized Onions. The delectable, gourmet 
luncheon included complimentary Prosecco, white wine and 
coffee complimented by an array of mini tarts for dessert. The 
afternoon ended with a curated tour of the Clive Daniel Home 
showroom to explore the latest in interior design trends!

GULF HARBOUR YACHT & COUNTRY CLUB IS A FINANCIALLY SOLID, MEMBER OWNED & OPERATED CLUB. 
LOCATED AT 14500 VISTA RIVER DRIVE, FORT MYERS, FL 33908

WWW.GULFHARBOUR.COM

Big things are ahead at Gulf Harbour, 
including a stunning new Clubhouse 

opening in late 2026.

Members are already enjoying the new 
Wellness Center, reimagined golf course, 
upgraded tennis complex, and restored 

Eagle Perch Island.

BELONG TO SOMETHING MORE.

Call Holly to schedule a tour at (239) 444-3631 or htrent@gulfharbour.com

THE JOURNEY FROM 
FRIENDSHIP TO 

FAMILY STARTS HERE.



STROLL Gulf Harbour Yacht & Country Club       3736       March 2026

This is a current list of business owners and professionals from our neighborhood. It is an opportunity to network, qualify, and potentially 
build a business relationship with other successful individuals who also live here. To be included in the Resident Business Guide, email 

your name, business name, phone number, and email address to wendy.franke@n2co.com.

239-763-0552

Your Home Deserves a Kitchen or 
Bath That Reflects You.

Scan QR Code or
visit website to claim your Certificate.

www.remodelingcapecoral.com/rewards

    Not remodeling yet?
You can still earn a Referral Reward when a friend, family member, or neighbor starts a 
project.
Just share this Website or QR code - have them fill out the referral section of the 
FORM with your info, and you'll receive your reward once their project begins.

HOMEOWNER REWARDS PROGRAM

Get Up to $5000
CASH BACK

It's a partnership that pays you back for helping us inspire
other local homeowners

Powered through local partnerships - real rewards from real neighborhood businesses.

EXCLUSIVE GULF HARBOUR HOMEOWNERS BONUS
FREE Premium Kitchen Sink & Faucet Upgrade or Bathroom Fixtures

(up to $500 value) for homeowners ready to start this month

LIMITED TO 10 PROJECTS THIS MONTH.

L a  F o n t a n e l l a
B o n i t a  S p r i n g s     &      F t .  M y e r s ,  F L

(239) 887-3139
Cypress Square

13451 McGregor Blvd #10, Fort Myers

blancentertainment.com

(239) 237-2143
7050 Winkler Rd Ste 112, Fort Myers

lafontanellahospitality.com

(239) 498-6808
24600 S Tamiami Trl

Suite 204, Bonita Springs

lafontanellahospitality.com

BEACH EQUIPMENT 
RENTAL

Cabana Magic
Shari Howington-Carlin

(239) 823-1893
cabanamagic.vip/

FINANCIAL PLANNING
The Drew, Graettinger 

Financial Consulting Group 
of Wells Fargo Advisors

Stephanie Drew
(239) 479-7920

fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/
drew-graettinger

-financial-consulting-group/

GIFT SHOP
Amaze Monograms & Gifts

Andr Margaux
(612) 749-8881

PHOTOGRAPHER
Grand Affair Photography

Jan Pearson-Graham
(239) 472-2024
www.GrandAffair 
Photography.com

REALTORS
The Starr Team at John R. 

Wood Properties Christie s 
International Real Estate

Elise and Tom Starr
(239) 333-2411

www.johnrwood.com/ 
realestate/team/ 

the-starr-team
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Dog & Cat First Aid and CPR certified  •  References available
akhosford@aol.com

Annie’s Pet
Care SWFL
Annie’s Pet
Care SWFL
Reputable Pet Care 

from a Trusted Friend

Anne Hosford
202-256-8350

Owner
Gulf Harbour
Ft. Myers, FL

Wish your neighbors 
were reading about your 
company right now?

Email the publisher of this magazine for details 
on print and digital advertising packages.



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

A Publication for the Residents of Gulf 
Harbour Yacht & Country Club


