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leam Foster is honored for the opportunity to have guided so many clients through

their real estate journey in 2025, In gratitude for our clienis, we contributed o over
O o e 20 worthwhile organizations this year, We are grateful o be ranked in the top 1%
rEAM X FOSTER iz PeaT Wedre g * :
in the nation by the Wall Street Journal, We wish vou and vours a jovous holiday

season. and look forward 1o serving our clients and community in 2026,
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Crather.
Celebrate.

Delight.

Endless

In.spirfzfz'un.

Destination.
All in One Place.

Your holiday gifts, wrapped in style, from your favorite stores,
Enjoy festive dining and Snowflake Lane, our nightly parade at 7pm through December 24.
One Place, All Your Gifls. Every Reason to Celebrate.

THE BELLEVUE

bellevuecollection.com COLLECTION"



(425) 452-6932
(425) 646-2492
(425) 259-0044
(425) 481-6205
(425) 452-6932
(425) 225-5773

(425) 452-6800
(425) 453-7800
(425) 455-1834
(425) 233-6400
(425) 454-6994

UTILITIES

Bellevue Utilities Dept
Republic Services
Rubatino Refuse

WM North Sound Hauling
Bellevue Utilities Dept
Puget Sound Energy

CITY NUMBERS
Bellevue City Hall
Clyde Hill City Hall
Hunts Point Town Hall
Medina City Hall
Yarrow Point Town Hall

:‘ g > -~ i, x_ R . [ L
"um--l -' N 2627 78th Avenue NE
- e Medina | $6,100,000

(425) 452-7840 Bellevue Service Center, City of Bellevue
(425) 454-2464 Bellevue Chamber of Commerce
(425) 453-1223 Bellevue Downtown Association

(425) 452-6805
(425) 452-6917
(425) 454-7187
(425) 454-1332
(425) 577-5656
(425) 452-6892
(425) 452-6892
(206) 205-9200
(425) 450-1765

Bellevue Public Records
Bellevue Police Dept
Clyde Hill Police Dept
Hunts Point Police Dept
Medina Police Dept
Bellevue Fire Station 5
Bellevue Fire Dept

King County District Court
Bellevue Library

10620 NE 28th PI
Bellevue | $4,495,000

1822 100th Ave NE
Bellevue | $5,168,000

THE N2 COMPANY MAGAZINES

Our publications share positive stories driven by our readership. We spotlight local nonprofits and help connect : i | ! 2, II
people in meaningful ways. This also creates a valuable platform for the best local businesses to build relationships : |
and trust and reach their desired audience.

N2 Company Products... . Lt L ®w

2643 106th Avenue NE
Bellevue | $3,998,000

208 106th Avenue SE
Bellevue | $4,168,000

Greet magazines reach homeowners of
large-scale neighborhoods and towns.
e Greet West Bellevue

Real Producers magazines reach
Top-producing real estate agents
in your market.

» Seattle Real Producers

* Greet Mercer Island

* Greet Newcastle & Newport Hills
e Greet Kirkland

* Greet Mill Creek

@EDUAL HOUSING LENDER

KARA ROZANSKI _ NEDA PERRINA

MLS# 189037 s GLOBAL REAL ESTATE BROKER

VP OF MORTGAGE LENDING FOUNDING MEMBER BELLEVUE
Stroll magazines reach homeowners in To learn about The N2Company’s kara.rozanski@originpoint.com . Y neda.perrina@rsir.com
well-established, local neighborhoods. charitable contributions visit: 425.241.1941 X b 206.218.8589

e Stroll Suncadia & Tumble Creek n2gives.com
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Stroll Laurelhurst & Windermere
Stroll Madison Park

Stroll Innis Arden

Stroll Canterwood

Stroll Lakeside (Gravelly

& American Lakes)

To make an appointment to learn more
about advertising in any of our products
nationwide, or to submit a story idea,
scan the appropriate QR code or email:
Lindsay.Rucker@n2co.com

OriginPoint Realogics

Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Restrictions apply.OriginPoint LLC; NMLS #2185899; OriginPoint.com; 1800 W Larchmont Ave Suite 305, Chicago, IL 60613; 855-997-6468. For licensing information visit nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Conditions may apply. Operating in the state of California
as OriginPoint Mortgage LLC in lieu of the legal name OriginPoint LLC. Equal Housing Lender. &

©2025 Sotheby's International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby's International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby's International Realty office is independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. All offerings are
subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity
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Carl Roe Jodi Poissant Jenny Hart Phil Bailey Jackie Phairow
Virtual Ad Executive Danowski Videography Photography
Manager Assistant & Sales Freelance Writer
westbellevue_ jodi.poissant@ and Copyeditor
ads@n2co.com n2co.com

Krista Fleming Allison Frey Barbara Pearson Dzenita Musabegovic Tammy Circeo Damon Richards
Photography Freelance Writer Freelance Writer Bellevue Lifespring Writer Freelance Cocktail Recipe
Recipe Writer Writer

SR

Pacific Northwest living

Landscape Architecture @ | 2058007625

Join the Team! | Have a X
Story Idea! DESIGN CONSTRUCTION MAINTENANCE cambiumlandscape.com
Sein Kim Angela Zou Coco Naficy Mahima Kolar If you have a story idea or are interested in
advertising, then scan one of the QR codes or
Teen Reporter Teen Reporter Teen Reporter Teen Reporter visit greetwestbellevue.com

i MNow Accepting
: | Applications for the It takes an awesome team to bring Greet West
( Bellevue to life each month, and I'm so thankful for
2026-2027 everyone who makes it happen! From our writers
and editors to our photographers, social media
School Year crew, and all the people working behind the scenes

: — your creativity, energy, and hard work shine
through in every issue. I'm so lucky to work with
such a talented group. Thanks for all that you do!

Pre-Kindermamen-8 Cirade

SC]']UUI .SilCTCL‘H'lCElI‘[.{]I'E
O

6 December 2025




PREFERRED PARTNERS

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted
neighborhood partner to use. Get to know the businesses who make this magazine
possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

APPLIANCE SERVICES
JC Appliance Services
(425) 503-2854
jcapplianceservices.com

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
Keating Architects & Interiors
(425) 455-9358
keatingarchitectsinteriors.com

AUTO DEALERSHIP
Elliott Bay - INEOS Grenadier
(206) 944-3040
elliottbay.ineosgrenadier.com

BANKING / WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Merrill Lynch
Weese Hanover Group
(425) 990-2212
pwa.ml.com/weeseharrishanovergroup

BEAUTY SALON
House of HEBE Salon
(425) 429-6343
houseofhebe.com

Lewis Au Parc
(425) 502-7282
lewisauparc.com

CIRCUMCISION CLINIC
Pacific Newhorn Clinic
(425) 449-5660
pacificnewbornclinic.com

CONSIGNMENT BOUTIQUE
Reprise
(425) 590-9365
reprisestyle.com

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
AR Homes Inc.
(425) 681-2097
a-rhomes.com

John Buchan Homes

(425) 827-2266
buchan.com
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Lochwood Lozier Custom Homes
(425) 602-7222
lochwoodlozier.com

DECKS / OUTDOOR LIVING
Redrra Remodeling & Decking
(425) 242-3525
Redrra.com

ESTATE MANAGEMENT
Elite Management Concierge
(206) 451-0525
elitemanagementconcierge.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
New York Life
(425) 335-4600
larsenandwarrenfg.com

HEALTH CLUB
Bellevue Club
bellevueclub.com

HOME REMODELING
Nip Tuck Remodeling
(425) 681-7668
niptuckremodel.com

IN-HOME CARE
Happy Quest In-Home Care
(425) 440-2727
Happyquest.net

Touching Hearts at Home
(425) 818-0040
touchinghearts.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER/
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
Cambium, Inc
(206) 860-7625
cambiumlandscape.com

LIFE & COLLEGE COACHING
Mirelle Education
(206) 880-3074

LUXURY APARTMENTS
The Bellevue Collection
(425) 460-5755
bellevuecollection.com

LUXURY SENIOR LIVING
The Watermark at Bellevue
(425) 472-2404
watermarkbellevue.com

MEDICAL SPA
Suh Esthetics
(425) 998-9227
suhesthetics.com

MORTGAGE
OriginPoint
(425) 241-1941
kararozanski.com

MOVING & STORAGE
Jordan River Moving & Storage
(425) 450-0808
jordanrivermoving.com

NON-PROFIT
Bellevue Lifespring
(425) 451-1175
bellevuelifespring.org

ORIGINAL FINE ART
Jules Frazier Photographs
(206) 915-6776
JulesFrazier.com

PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
All Covered Painting
(206) 682-7110
allcoveredpainting.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
And One More Photo
Krista Fleming
(206) 890-0796
andonemorephoto.co

Jackie Phairow Photography
(425) 215-3303
jphairowphotography.com

PLUMBING SERVICES
Roto-Rooter
(206) 757-2812

PRIVATE SCHOOL / PRESCHOOL
Primrose School
(425) 315-7305
Primrosewestbellevue.com

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Sacred Heart School
(425) 451-1773
school.sacredheart.org

St. Thomas School
(425) 454-5880
stthomasschool.org

The Jewish Day School
(425) 460-0200
jds.org/

REAL ESTATE
Brazen Group Properties
Randi & Joseph Brazen +

Taylor Brazen Tagge
(425) 462-8000
brazenwindermere.com

Real. Residential
Galya Kirstine
(206) 853-5995
realresidential.com

Realogics Sotheby’s
International Realty
Neda Perrina
(206) 218-8589
perrinarealty.com

Team Foster
Tere Foster & Moya Skillman
(206) 920-9161
fosterrealty.com

West Bellevue Partners
Anna Riley & Denise Niles
(425) 761-8836
westbellevue.com

RESORT COMMUNITY
Seabrook Cottage Rentals
(360) 369-2012
seabrookwa.com

RESTAURANT
Thai Kitchen Bird Pepper
(425) 454-7334
thaikitchenbirdpepper.com

ROOFING
North Creek Roofing
(425) 675-5185
northcreekroofing.com

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
Pacific Regent Bellevue
(425) 646-9808
pacificregentbellevue.com

SMART HOME TECHNOLOGY
FSI Security & Technology
(206) 274-9946
freedomsystemsinc.com

VASECTOMY CLINIC
Pacific Vasectomy Clinic
(425) 449-5660

Pacificvasectomyclinic.com

WELLNESS SPA
Crown & Core
(425) 754-1309
Crownandcore.com

. greetmag.com
") Your Stories. Your Photos. Your Community.

[ ] © 2025 The N2 Company, Inc.

POINTSHVING

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Points Living is owned by The N2 Company, and is

not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners association. Articles and
advertisements in this publication and opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views
of N2 but remain solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained
within this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2.a

We're proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to
identify articles highlighting these valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have provided free products and / or services for the review.
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This year has been nothing short of extraordinary in our market.

We’rve thrilled to have matched so many wonderful clients with their dveam homes.

Heve’s to an even brighter and more prosperous 2026!

$ 3,4 75,000
17705 SE 58th Place, Bellevue
SOLD July 30, 2025

Seller Representation

$3,550,000

17905 NE 13" Street, Bellevue
SOLD October 14, 2025

Buyer Representation

$4, 950 000

500 106" Ave NE #4105, Bellevue
SOLD October 27, 2025

Buyer Representation

$ 1,920,000
17905 NE 19" Place, Bellevue
SOLD July 9, 2025

Seller Representation

$2,950,000
1211 169th Place NE, Bellevue
SOLD July 30, 2025

Buyer Representation

$1,150,000
15052 253" Ave SE, Issaquah
SOLD September 4, 2025

Seller Representation

$1,935,000
6016 Evanston Ave N, Seattle
SOLD October 10, 2025
Buyer Representation

W
Windermere

REAL ESTATE

$2,075,000
1342 179th Ave NE, Bellevue
SOLD April 24, 2025

Buyer Representation

$1,830,000
1424 179" Place NE, Bellevue
SOLD May 16, 2025

Seller Representation

$4,549,000
726 99" Ave NE, Bellevue
SOLD June 25, 2025

Seller & Buyer Representation

For over 31 years, The Brazens have proudly
lived and worked in West Bellevue — helping
homeowners maximize their home’s value and
achieve exceptional vesults for their clients.
Connect with us today to see how we can do

the same for you.

Taylor Brazén Tagge The Brazens - (425) 454_4141

(425) 765-7681

ln{andi Brazen
(425) 864-7083

]oseph Brazen

(425) 531-0109 .
TheBrazens@Windermere.com | TheBrazens.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

The Ripple Effect

One of the things I love most about my
job in publishing is what I like to call
the ripple effect. When a new issue of
Greet hits mailboxes, it’s always exciting
to hear about the waves of connection
that follow. We’ll hear from families and
businesses who tell us about the texts,
calls, and messages they receive from
friends and neighbors congratulating
them after being featured—it’s such a joy
to know that our community is reading,
engaging, and celebrating one another.
When you flip through the
pages, you’ll often see people you
know: families from down the block,
classmates from school, someone you
wave to on your morning walk. But
the ripple effect goes far beyond that
moment of recognition. Sometimes,
it leads to something bigger—a new
customer for a local business, a
renewed friendship, or even a business
collaboration that changes someone’s
path. We’ve heard about sponsors
and angel investors reaching out after
reading a feature, creating opportunities
no one could have predicted. We’ve
heard about kids who beam with
confidence after seeing their story
in print, feeling “famous” for the

Sreef =

-

=

¢

month thanks to the kind words from
classmates and community members.

This ripple is also why we regularly
feature nonprofits. You never know
who might be reading, who it might
inspire, or what difference it might
make. Sometimes, we hear about these
connections right away. Other times,
they surface months—or even years—
later. In many cases, we will never even
know the entire impact, because the
ripple often continues.

Our team works hard to keep the
content personal and local because
there’s real joy in seeing people you
know in the media. Much like social
media in its early days, the magic lies in
seeing people from your own circle—
the ones who make this community
what it is. And that, to me, is the most
rewarding ripple of all.

Your Publisher,
Yivcotsoy fucker

PS. Thank you to Krista Fleming for
taking this month’s cover photo.

Living, Serving &
Supporting The Points
for 33 Years!

HE% ;;
EST. *79

W
Windermere

REAL ESTATE

Established 2001

CENTRAL

Established 2017

Joseph & Randi Brazen
(425) 454-4141
TheBrazens.com
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'@ | NOTHING IS COOLER THAN

A place where warmth, dignity,
and joyful care come together.

ABOUT US

With 20+ years of appliance experience; we strive in providing you Compassionate, professional caregivers
with the best service possible for commercial and residential units. Gentle music, crafts, gardening & games
Whether you need a repair, a major overhaul or an installation, 3JC Peaceful, culturally respectful environment

Appliance Services’ skilled technicians are here to help. ; L P Lu M B I N G & D RAI N
Support for daily living & memory care s
i
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20 Years of Play and Possibility

This December, KidsQuest Children’s Museum celebrates a milestone of 20 years of
sparking creativity, curiosity, and connection for families across the Eastside and beyond.

What began as a grassroots idea among
local parents and educators has grown
into a nationally recognized destination
for hands-on, STEAM-centered learning,
welcoming more than 3 million visitors
since opening its doors.

FROM ROOTS TO REACH

KidsQuest Children’s Museum, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization, first opened
in Bellevue’s Factoria Mall in 2005,
where children could climb a towering
treehouse, steer a pirate ship, splash

in water or imagine life on the road

in a real PACCAR semi-truck cab. Each

14 December 2025

PROVIDED BY KIDSQUEST CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

exhibit was designed to put play at the
forefront of discovery, encouraging
children to experiment, problem-solve,
and create alongside their caregivers.
“For children, play is an essential
need - it’s just as important as food,
clothing, or shelter,” says Putter Bert,
KidsQuest’s President and CEO. “As a
vital educational resource, our mission
is rooted in lifelong learning. We want to
give our visitors the toolkit to discover
and learn something new every day.”
Beloved programs like the
Gingerbread Workshop, Teddy Bear
Clinic, and Pysanky Egg Decorating

PO | l‘

Workshop have brought families of all
backgrounds and ages together to learn,
connect, and play.

“We’ve always had a quilt of
the community in terms of cultural
and economic diversity,” Bert adds.
“Everyone is welcome here. No matter
what. As long as you're kind and joyful,
we want to play with you.”

As the Museum’s audience grew, so
did its vision. In 2017, after outgrowing
its original home, KidsQuest moved to
downtown Bellevue, offering visitors
a playfully reimagined space in the
former Rosalie Whyel Museum of Doll

Art. Popular exhibits now also include

a 2.5-story Climber, the Story Tree, the
Bellevue Mercantile, outdoor Sticks

& Stones, and a dedicated Art Studio,

all designed to help children explore
STEAM concepts in joyful, organic ways.

A COMMUNITY’S MUSEUM
Today, KidsQuest continues to embody
its mission: to create learning through
the power of play and exploration that
connects children to their communities
and the world. Through partnerships
with schools, libraries, and family
service organizations, KidsQuest brings
playful learning opportunities to
children of all backgrounds and abilities.
From distributing free educational
kits during the pandemic to hosting
regular sensory-friendly programs and
expanding accessibility initiatives, the
Museum ensures that every family feels
welcome, capable, and curious.

KidsQuest’s story is one of
persistence, imagination, and shared
investment. Volunteers, donors,
educators, and families have shaped
its evolution every step of the way-
proof that when a community invests
in play, it’s investing in its future. As
Bert reflects, “We don’t want to just be a
museum in the community. We want to
be the community’s museum.”

After two decades of growth, the
mission remains the same: to nurture
a love of learning that lasts a lifetime.
For KidsQuest, this milestone isn’t just
about celebrating the past. It’s about
looking ahead to the next 20 years and
continuing to be a place where every
child, caregiver, and community member
can discover something new, together.
KidsQuest is thrilled to be visioning for
the future and planning its next chapter
where arts and science collide in the
heart of downtown Bellevue.

Greet West Bellevue 15



HOMECOMING!
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Pre-loved
Women’s
Fashion and
Kids’ Special
Occasion
.
+  Consignment
Boutique

Add sparkle to
your holiday
parties and

gifts

reprise

style on repeat—

10129 Main Street in Downtown Bellevue
Free parking while you shop behind the store

reprisestyle.com e 425-590-9365

18 December 2025

Empathy has a
lasting impact
with families.

At Touching Hearts ¥
we focus on i
creating a lasting
impression of
compassion,
dignity, and
reassurance.

Whether it's : = -
listening to a family's fears, offering a word of
encouragement, or simply holding space during a
difficult moment, our caregivers provide a gift
that extends far beyond the task at hand.

Touching
Hearts fw

Th heart of P

Connect with us to schedule your
in-home care consultation

Call Us: 425-818-0040
Visit Our Website:
www.touchinghearts.com/bellevue

CUSTOM HOMES




Building a Community of Strategic Thinkers

When Grand Knights Chess Academy opened its doors in March 2024, its mission was
clear: to create a thriving community of thinkers and competitors - built around the
timeless game ofchess. | WRITTEN BY SUSIE NAFICY

What began as a small idea between
two passionate chess advocates has
quickly grown into a dynamic chess
academy serving hundreds of students.
Founded by community leader Gelareh
Golanbar, together with longtime coach
Sloan Setiadikurnia, Grand Knights was
born from a shared vision to make chess
more than just a game - it would be a
bridge between cultures, generations,
and families.

At the heart of Grand Knights is
an emphasis on personal connection.
Gelareh and her team know every
student by name. “Chess is a mental
sport,” she says, “and the path to
mastery isn’t always smooth. We make
sure to be present for our families to
guide, encourage, and celebrate every

20 December 2025

step of the journey.” The academy’s
coaches provide personalized feedback,
review tournament games, and nurture
each child’s confidence and focus.
From humble beginnings, Grand
Knights now operates from a larger,
purpose-designed location that hosts
tournaments, workshops, and classes
for hundreds of students each week.
They offer one of the region’s most
comprehensive multi-level training
programs, including advanced national
teams that consistently shine at state
and national tournaments. Grand
Knights hosts a free Family Chess Night
on the first Friday of every month at
Crossroads Mall, welcoming players
of all ages to share in the joy of the
game. The event has become a beloved

Bellevue tradition, offering proof that
chess, in the right environment, brings
people together.

For Gelareh, chess has been a
lifelong source of connection and
growth. Born in San Diego and raised
in Iran, she grew up in a culture where
chess is revered as both an art and a
discipline. Yet, no one in her family
played until her grandfather brought
home a chess set one day. What began as
a simple curiosity turned into a beloved
family tradition. “From that moment,
chess became our favorite pastime,”
Gelareh recalls. She spent countless
afternoons playing with cousins and
friends, entering local tournaments
through elementary and middle school
and proudly bringing home medals.

Although her academic journey later
shifted her focus, chess remained a
constant and a familiar rhythm at
family gatherings symbolizing patience,
intellect, and joy.

Nine years ago, Gelareh and her
family settled in Bellevue, drawn by
the city’s commitment to education and
community. She never imagined that
one day she would help lead one of the
largest chess programs in the area. A
pharmacist by training, Gelareh found
in chess a different kind of medicine:
one that heals through connection,
creativity, and critical thinking. “For me,
chess is more than a game, it’s a bridge,”
she explains. “It connects people, just
like music or art. I've met more people
through chess than I ever could have
imagined, and those connections have
deeply enriched my life.”

That love for chess naturally
extended to Gelareh’s daughters,
who began learning the game at
Medina Elementary School as early
as kindergarten. Their first teacher
was Coach Wendy Rupple, a beloved
educator who spent more than
three decades bringing chess to local
classrooms. Gelareh watched as chess
helped her daughters build focus,
confidence, and joy. They began
participating in local tournaments,
and it soon became clear that one
weekly club meeting at school wasn’t
enough to feed their growing passion.
Through another chess parent,

Gelareh met Coach Sloan, a respected
instructor already training many top
scholastic players. Her daughters began
private lessons and advanced quickly,
competing in Washington State and U.S.
Chess national tournaments.

“Chess has empowered my
daughters in profound ways,” Gelareh
says. “It’s taught them to be resilient,
to think ahead, and to advocate for
themselves. The lessons they’ve learned
on the board about strategy, patience,
and courage translate into every part of
their lives.”

The collaboration between Gelareh
and Sloan emerged naturally from a
shared goal. Sloan had long dreamed
of opening a dedicated center where
young players could train seriously
in a nurturing, community-based
environment. Gelareh brought business

acumen, organizational leadership, and a
deep passion for education. Together, they
launched Grand Knights Chess Academy.
Today, Grand Knights serves
hundreds of students from
kindergarten through middle school
offering small group classes, school-
based enrichment programs, seasonal
camps, and state and national
tournament preparation. While the
academy’s focus remains on K-8
learners, it also welcomes adults to
select events such as tournaments and

family nights, emphasizing that chess is
for everyone - regardless of age
or experience.

Looking to the future, Gelareh
envisions Grand Knights as a
cornerstone of Bellevue’s educational
and cultural landscape. “Our vision is
to empower young players to reach
their full potential, both on and off
the board,” she says. “Chess teaches
discipline, creativity, and compassion.

If we can nurture those qualities in our
students, then we’ve already succeeded.”

Greet West Bellevue 21



The Bridge Project
Powered by Iggy

WRITTEN BY ANGELA ZOU

L\

he multicultural landscape of King County makes it a
T melting pot of cultures. For Ignacio (Iggy) Lopez, a senior

at Seattle Prep and West Bellevue resident, it means being
connected to his mother’s Peruvian roots and giving back to his
community. In 2019, Iggy traveled the Peruvian Andes and had
the chance to visit one of the houses supported by the Sacred
Valley Project. There, he met a group of girls whose stories
deeply moved him. “I realized I was taking my education for
granted because a lot of those girls would have to walk miles
every day to go to school or not be able to even go. It is typical for
these communities to only send the boys to big cities to pursue
education,” Iggy remarked.

Through his mom’s involvement with the Sacred Valley
Project, Iggy had the opportunity to get involved himself.
While figuring out a plan for future steps, he started off small
by donating to the organization. However, as he contributed
more, he realized as the girls from the project started
graduating, many of them did not have the resources to enter
the workplace or secure outside opportunities. Subsequently,
Iggy founded The Bridge Project, a fundraising and mentorship
initiative with the mission of helping the graduates enter a
professional setting.
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The fundraising is helping secure furniture and learning
supplies for a new boarding house for girls who have graduated
from secondary school. In September the project raised $5.5k,
and through the mentorship program, professionals are
volunteering to mentor the graduates, helping them to make
resumes and LinkedIn profiles in hopes of securing them future
job opportunities. “The mentorship program is going well, but
it relies on community engagement and outreach. Publicity is
necessary for a project like this, and it is word-of-mouth that
spreads the fundraiser and the entire initiative around. So, the
$5.5k in funding was a big milestone for me,” Iggy reflected.

Iggy’s current fundraising goal is $10k, and he hopes to
achieve this by the end of the year. Additionally, he is hoping
the website he built will garner more traffic and that his
project can be spread to more communities through the
Internet. He would like this project to leave a legacy and
continue for several more years and for the mentorship to
reach every girl in the graduate house.

Although the idea is still fresh, The Bridge Project has
major potential from Iggy’s perspective, and he hopes his
efforts can bring a sizeable change to the current situation in
the Andes Mountains and Peru in general. “The Andes are an
impoverished area, and it has been difficult to improve living
circumstances due to the lack of resources. The transportation
is rough and makes it hard to get around, a reason why the
Sacred Valley Project was created in the first place,” he adds.

Projects like Iggy’s not only directly support Peruvian
communities, but also spread awareness in cities like Seattle and
Bellevue. It educates his local community about other societal
issues like the lack of education for girls, and also promotes
interconnectedness with culture, an important characteristic
for those living in culturally diverse areas like King County.
Furthermore, The Bridge Project is not the only passion project
created by a high schooler in the area. There has been an influx
in other initiatives founded by teenagers showing an upward
trend in not only the involvement in the Bellevue community,
but also a greater awareness of the world around us.

Iggy recommends for those wanting to start a project of
similar scale to first reflect on ways to give back to your local
community. For Iggy, it was being bilingual in English and
Spanish, being connected to his heritage, and realizing his
privilege when it came to education. As he concludes, “Always
be grateful and look for ways to give back. You can always
make an impact if you are truly connected to the cause.”

For more information on The Bridge Project and mentorship program
visit: bridgeprojectcusco.org
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April Bettinger
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2 apparel, handbags, and shoes, and
make them your own.”

Opening Reprise Boutique in May
2025, Bora set out to create more than a
store. She envisioned a space that would
celebrate individuality and sustainability.
Each carefully curated piece is like a note
' waiting to be played again—ready to find

L N a new verse in someone else’s wardrobe.
“We carry mostly women’s apparel,
L handbags, shoes, accessories, and
’ - jewelry, along with a small selection of
kids’ special occasion clothing,” described
Bora. “We welcome clientele of every age
and lifestyle—striving for an inclusive,
& warm, and knowledgeable shopping
¥ = environment.”
| ; When browsing through her store,
you’ll find a variety of items—from
<l contemporary brands to designer
luxury—featuring mostly current styles
|y along with some fun, vintage finds.
W— rrpriee | “We accept merchandise from local
- , individuals, and the response has been
ﬁ overwhelming from our neighbors in
E the Bellevue, Mercer Island, and Seattle
areas,” Bora shared. “You’ll even find
pieces that are new with tags or new
in the box, and we refresh new items
throughout the boutique almost daily.
We also strive to either have consignors
provide original receipts or we digitally
authenticate designer items initially
or upon request—helping to build a
community of shoppers and consignors
who are accountable to each other.”

Through Bora’s extensive
background in fashion, she’s learned the
importance of accepting and applying
customer feedback. “We initially had our
inventory organized by style and color
for a more aesthetically pleasing look.

|

REPRISE BOUTIQUE

For Reprise Boutique owner, Bora McAteer, fashion is about more than fabric—its
composition, harmony, and renewal played out on the racks of her Old Downtown Bellevue
store. | WRITTEN BY REBECCA WILSON, PHOTOS BY KRISTA FLEMING

Merchants Association, sponsors the both beautiful to wear and made to last.

No stranger to the industry, Bora
distinguished herself in New York’s
luxury fashion scene—working in
auditing for both Versace and Fendi and
serving as Special Events Marketing
Director at Saks Fifth Avenue. “Some of
my favorite fashion moments include
putting together a personal appearance
event with Alexander McQueen or
zooming across town to attend fashion
shows at Diane Von Furstenberg in the
West Village, Diesel at the Guggenheim,
and our 10-minute walk to Bryant

Park for most of the other shows when
fashion week was mostly centralized
there,” Bora recalled.
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After the birth of her first son,
Bora returned to Seattle and began
working as a marketing manager at
Amazon Books before moving onto
roles managing the Amazon Home
Gift Guide, category management
in the Amazon 4-Star physical store,
and later leading the Amazon fashion
marketing team. “I've always wanted
to be a small business owner with
involvement in the local community,”
she shared. “Taking my background in
fashion and marketing, I saw a need
for a consignment boutique in Bellevue
where we felt circular fashion could
really thrive.”

With that experience, Bora saw
an opportunity to bring new life to
Bellevue’s retail landscape—setting
the stage for Reprise Boutique. Bora’s
inspiration for naming her boutique
combines an element of fashion
with that of music. “I played several
instruments growing up, but recently
started playing the oboe again and
currently play in a few community
orchestras,” she explained. “We based
our name on the musical definition of
‘reprise’—the repetition of a musical
phrase that, when played again, takes
on a slight twist or variation—evoking
the idea that you can take pre-loved

However, customers quickly pointed
out that they’d rather shop by size, so
we pivoted to make it easier to find
what they are looking for,” said Bora. At
Reprise, fashion doesn’t follow trends; it
finds balance—blending sustainability,
self-expression, and community
connection in perfect harmony.

Though not a Bellevue resident
herself, Bora’s connection to the
community runs deep. Each quarter,
Reprise Boutique donates to a different
local nonprofit—currently partnering
with Vision House, where she’ll host
a giving tree this season. Reprise
also participates in the Old Bellevue

Bellevue High School boys’ basketball
team, and collaborates with local
artisans through pop-ups such as
ScentiTerra artwork and Ukrainian
holiday egg ornaments. “I love the
community feel of being a business
on Main Street and the support from
other women-owned small businesses
like Gin and the Banker, Hedge & Vine,
Valentina’s Wine Bar, and Smith & Main
boutique,” shared Bora, describing a
special and genuine sense of connection
and collaboration.

The Reprise Boutique philosophy is
to promote shopping with intention—
helping customers find pieces that are

“We embrace the joy of serendipitous
finds, both in our boutique and on our
website,” Bora said. Looking ahead,
Bora hopes to expand Reprise’s online
offerings to move inventory faster

for consignors while maintaining

the personal, locally-owned feel that
makes her shop unique. “My vision is
for Reprise to be known throughout
Bellevue as a boutique you can count
on to find designer and contemporary
brands at great prices and value,” she
added. At Reprise Boutique, each visit
offers the chance to discover a new
note in its ongoing melody of style,
community, and mindful fashion.
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children and families in need. oy ¢ " weekend or a place to raise your family,

o i 1 here you'll find the best of coastal living.
Choose from over 200 vacation rentals,
gather your friends or bring the whole
family, and discover what makes
Seabrook life so captivating.

Scan and sign up today.

The Washington coast has never felt so
" livable with Seabrook’'s most premium
www.bellevuelifespring.org/stayconnected | ta homes now available and even more
T ' exciting updates on the horizon, from
retail to recreation.
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A Legacy of Service

Jennifer Fischer’s Leadership in Action

WRITTEN BY DZENITA MUSABEGOVIC

When Jennifer Fischer walks into a
room, her optimistic energy sets the
tone. As Executive Director of Bellevue
LifeSpring, she has become known
for her ability to make an undeniable
impact through serving the Bellevue
community. As Executive Director of
Bellevue LifeSpring, a nonprofit with
a mission to break the cycle of poverty
for Bellevue children and students and
provide them with the resources they
need to reach stability, Jennifer has
become a trusted leader and advocate
for local students and families.

Her story is rooted in Bellevue.
Born at Overlake Hospital and
raised in Pullman, Washington, she
returned to Bellevue and has called
the community home ever since.
Together with her husband, who was
also born in Bellevue, Jennifer has built
her life and family here. Both of their
daughters, Kirsten and Kylie, were born
in Bellevue, making the city the heart
of her professional journey and the
foundation of her family’s life. A proud
Washington State University graduate,
Jennifer carries with her the values
and memories of her college years. “I
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absolutely loved my college experience,”
she says enthusiastically. “Everyone who
knows me knows I'm a proud Coug, and
if I see anyone on the street with Coug
gear, I'm the first one to say “Go Cougs!”

After completing her degree in
communications from the Edward R.
Murrow College of Communication,
Jennifer always knew she wanted to
serve her community. “I have been
in public service and the nonprofit
sector my entire career. I really enjoy
connecting with my community,” she
shares. Working various jobs post-
graduation from a Human Resources
temp to the Vice President of Sales and
Marketing at the Bellevue Downtown
Association, Jennifer remains
appreciative of every role throughout
her career. As she says, “I feel that every
job I have had up until joining Bellevue
LifeSpring has prepared me for this role
in one way or another.”

Jennifer’s Bellevue LifeSpring
journey started in June of 2014, as
the first Executive Director in the
organization’s history. For decades
prior, Bellevue LifeSpring had been
entirely volunteer-led, with dedicated

community circle members carrying its
mission forward. “I decided I wanted
to retire at the Bellevue Downtown
Association, and then the next day,
Trish Carpenter, who had been a long-
time Overlake Service League and then
Bellevue LifeSpring President, called
me and said, ‘We are looking to hire an
Executive Director, and we’d like you
to apply’,” says Jennifer. “So, I did, and
here I am 11 years later.”

Over the years, there have been
many memorable moments, but one
stands out above the rest. “In 2016, the
Bellevue community came together
to preserve Highland Village as an
affordable housing complex. Several
nonprofits worked with the residents
to lobby the city to get involved. Dan
Watson from the King County Housing
Authority was instrumental in the
project, and Mayor Lynn Robinson
helped work with the city, county, and
state to secure the property purchase
from the developer to ensure it
remained affordable housing,” Jennifer
recalls. “All of the families living there
would have been forcibly evicted, and
there were no other housing options

in Bellevue at the time. Seeing our
community come together in that way is
something I will never forget.”

Jennifer remains hopeful for
the strides Bellevue LifeSpring will
continue to make for the children in
our community who need it most. “I
am inspired by our board leadership
and the team at Bellevue LifeSpring,”
says Jennifer. “The passion of our
Bellevue LifeSpring Circle Members
and volunteers is something special,
and the organization’s impact over the
years shows that.”

Looking ahead, she acknowledges
that awareness is one of the
organization’s biggest challenges. “The
only way to break the cycle of poverty
is through awareness and education.
Many people in our community do
not know the level of need that exists
here. But the truth is, one in four of the
children who attend the Bellevue School
District are living in poverty. That is
thousands of children at risk of hunger
and homelessness. Tuning into these
facts is how our community can support
us. Garnering investment support is also

key to making a tangible difference. It
allows us to fund our critical programs
that keep children in their homes,
provide them with nutrition support,
and ensure that all Bellevue children
have the support they need to thrive,”
Jennifer explains.

For Jennifer, joining Bellevue
LifeSpring was a defining moment in
her career and life. “I feel in my heart
that I was called to serve in this role. I
feel so fortunate to have a job where I
can give back to my community, and I
feel so much purpose when I go to work
every day. There hasn’t been a day that
IT'haven’t loved this job,” she shares. Her
vision for a future Bellevue is bold and
heartfelt. “I've always said my dream for
Bellevue LifeSpring would be for us to
go out of business, which would mean
that no children would need our services
anymore, because they would all be fed,
housed, and safe,” she concludes.

To learn more about Bellevue LifeSpring’s
mission visit: BellevueLifeSpring.org
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PREFERRED PARTNER

DESIGNING DREAMS! ==

The art and heart of Keating Architects & Interiors i

WRITTEN BY REBECCA WILSON
PHOTO BY JACKIE PHAIROW

INSPIRED BY PEOPLE

Even at age 5, a love for architecture was
already taking shape in Dan Keating’s
heart. Layer by layer, the guidance of
teachers, mentors, and clients helped
that passion rise into a lifelong practice
built on creativity, connections, and
care. Dan’s father was a physician in the
US Army, so frequent moves were part
of the family blueprint. “I was born in
Washington, DC, and have lived in Maine,
Massachusetts, Maryland, Louisiana,
Indiana, and Hawaii,” Dan recalled. “I
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also attended a British boarding school
from age 10 to 12.”

“I always wanted to be an architect.
I'loved drawing and would interview
my siblings about their fantasy houses—
complete with firefighter poles, Tarzan
swings, and secret passageways,” says
Dan. Those early designs eventually led
Dan to study architecture in Rome and
earn his Bachelor of Architecture degree
from the University of Notre Dame. After
graduation, he joined Herbert S. Newman
& Associates in New Haven, Connecticut,

working on institutional and civic
projects. “I built many models and was
trained to use AutoCAD when it was just
appearing on the scene,” he continued.

Four years later, Dan settled in
Seattle, joining Becker Architects in
Kirkland, where he helped renovate
and expand Sacred Heart Church on
Clyde Hill. What began as another
move soon became a foundation for
his career. “In 1993, I joined Peter D.
Swindley Architects and Interiors—a
firm specializing in custom single-
family homes—and I loved it,” said Dan.
“Iloved the scale of the projects, the
intimate relationship with the clients,
and the speed with which the projects
came to fruition.”

What Dan loved most was working
alongside Peter Swindley. “He was my
mentor, a very talented architect, and
a lovely man,” he said. “I worked for
Peter for 27 years until his passing, then I
began running the business—eventually
buying it from his widow in 2021.”

Dan rebranded the business in 2022 as
Keating Architects & Interiors, preserving
Peter’s hallmarks of promptness,
professionalism, and client dedication.

DEFINED BY PLACE
As Keating Architects and Interiors
took shape, Dan refined his own
architectural language. “Design is
largely an exploration of ideas born
from conversations with each client,
fused with the designer’s experience and
knowledge,” he defined. “I like to think of
myself as a good listener, which helps me
craft designs that respond to each client’s
needs,” Dan added. “I crave not only
order but also fun and beauty, so I try to
imbue my designs with those qualities.”
Dan and his team specialize in
custom residential projects—new
builds, renovations, and additions. “We
understand the intricate building codes
and processes unique to each local
jurisdiction,” Dan said. “Through vast
experience, we’ve developed both the
knowledge to design and the team of
engineers and tradespeople to execute
every project efficiently.” Believing the
best projects integrate architecture and
interior design, Dan combines both
professions under one roof—working
with various consultants, engineers, and
other design professionals.

Through extensive conversation,
they get to know each client’s ideas,
dreams, and inspiration. From
initial sketches to 3D models, Dan
guides clients through a transparent,
collaborative process, aligning design
goals and budget—ensuring they’re
aware of the cost of building in their
desired area and timeframe. “Though
we’re based in Bellevue and most of
our work is within 10 miles, we do
work significantly further away as
opportunities arise,” Dan shared.

Over time, Dan has developed
expertise in designing homes that
adapt to life changes—whether through
thoughtful “aging in place” renovations
or the creation of inviting outdoor
“rooms” that blur the line between
home and nature. His work ranges
from grand waterfront estates to
deeply personal transformations, like a
recent Mirrormont remodel that added
accessibility for aging homeowners.
For Dan, those moments—when design
genuinely enhances how people live—
are what make projects memorable.

ENRICHED BY PURPOSE
“Bellevue is not only where my business
is located, it’s my home,” Dan said
proudly. “I'm a member of the American
Institute of Architects, which has a local
chapter focusing on regional building
issues, and a member of the Bellevue
Rotary Club, committed to ‘service above
self”—which is both a sentiment that
resonates with me and acts as a call to
action.” Keeping with that motto, Dan
keeps his team up to date on the region’s
evolving design needs. “We have an
ongoing continuing education program—
staying informed on trends, products,
and suppliers. My interior designers
attend local showroom openings, and I
attend the AIA’s national convention.”
Their experience enables them
to perform at a high level for clients,
prioritizing everyone’s unique wishes.
“The feedback I most appreciate is when
clients say they felt taken care of and
that we exceeded their expectations,”
said Dan. “When a project wraps up and
the jobsite becomes a home, I get a little
emotional. By then, the entire team—
homeowners, architect, interior designer,
builder, and craftspeople—has created
something unique and meaningful.”

" Photo by
Nakamura

- T '1 = 5] ’"ll

AaRpRRRppRE i
] sl { || S |

Photo by Mike Nakamura

For Dan, the true measure of
success isn’t just in the blueprints, but
in the satisfaction of homeowners and
the enduring beauty of the spaces
they inhabit.

AKEATING

Y ARCHITECTS & INTERIORS

Photo by Dan Farmer

DET
and Kay
Keating

Greet West Bellevue

33



How One
Wedding
Inspired a
Company

A Medina mom’s
mission to simplify
wedding planning.

my rmi?._

about digital checklists,” she says. “It’s
about making planning feel personal
again — keeping the joy and connection
while taking away the stress.”

Though Plannerd is being used by
couples across the country, Hannah
is quick to emphasize her ties to the
community where it all began. “I would
be honored to share my story with my
local community here in Bellevue,”
she says. “This is where my roots are,
and it means so much to show how a
personal challenge sparked a solution
that’s helping couples nationwide.” For
Hannabh, the heart of the company is
about empowerment. Plannerd is the
tool she wishes she and her husband had

when they first started planning — and Hannah’s story is one of coming full
now she’s thrilled to bring it to others. circle — building something innovative
“We’re honored and excited to bring while staying rooted in the place that

it to all couples, families, and wedding shaped her. What began as frustration
planners who want an intuitive, effective, has grown into a business that’s

and empowering place to bring their redefining how people plan one of the

visions to life,” she explains. biggest days of their lives. And while
From her childhood days in Bellevue the scope of her platform is national,

to raising her own family in Medina, Hannah’s inspiration remains close to

home. “This community has always been
a part of me,” she reflects. “It’s where I
started, where I came back to, and where
I'm raising my daughter. Being able to
create something here that reaches far
beyond is incredibly special.”

Photo by Amanda Crean .

When Hannah Roze thinks back on became the spark for Plannerd. exciting engagement quickly became y *®

her childhood, Bellevue feels like the com, the modern wedding planning an exercise in project management. S u h / S t h e t I C S

constant backdrop. Born in Seattle, she platform I built to help couples feel less “We soon realized the adventure we \ > ~

moved with her parents to Bellevue at overwhelmed and more excited about had embarked on was, in fact, a wholly

just three years old, settling next door their big day.” complex exercise in coordination, [
to her grandparents. “I lived in Bellevue The idea for Plannerd came from communication, and patience. Yet, the U N WRA P Yo U R M OST co N FI D E NT
until I graduated from high school in one very relatable moment: the first tools out in the world didn’t seem to cut S ELF TH 1S H OLIDAY S EASON

2011,” she shares. After heading east attempt at creating a guest list. “The it,” she continues. Hannah knew there

for college, she came back in 2015, first step my husband and I took into had to be a better way. SPECIALIZING IN:
returning to the place that always felt wedding planning was listing out all A graduate of the University of LASER SKIN TREATMENT ¢« SUN DAMAGE REPAIR
like home. possible guests in the Notes section Washington Foster School of Business’s SKIN TIGHTENING « CONTOUR RESTORATION
Today, Hannah lives in Medina of his iPhone. We listed every single Technology Management MBA program, TREAT FINE LINES & WRINKLES « HAIR RESTORATION
with her husband and their one-year- person we could think of and had Hannah had both the technical skills PEPTIDE THERAPY ¢ IMMUNITY BOOSTING IV DRIPS

old daughter — and from her home no thought for any organizational and the entrepreneurial spirit to build
office, she’s running a company that’s ‘system’,” she says. What began as an something new. By combining her
transforming how couples across the background in tech with firsthand
country plan their weddings. wedding experience, she created

BOTOX ¢ FILLER ¢ BIOSTIMULATORS

Call for your complimentary consultation
& Energy Boosting B12 shot

Her venture, Plannerd.com, started
in the most personal way: with her own
wedding. Like so many brides-to-be,
Hannah imagined the process would be
nothing but fun and excitement. Instead,
she found herself overwhelmed by the
sheer number of details. “Like many
brides, I expected wedding planning to
be joyful — but instead, I found myself
buried in spreadsheets and endless
checKklists,” she recalls. “That frustration
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Plannerd — a platform that’s rooted
here in Bellevue but designed to help
couples nationwide. What makes
Plannerd unique, Hannah explains,

is its ability to merge the efficiency of
technology with the warmth of human
connection. The platform incorporates
Al to simplify decisions and keep
couples organized, while also providing
easy ways for fiancés, families, and
vendors to collaborate. “It’s not just

425-998-9227

(] Suh Esthetics
50 116th Ave SE « Suite 111
Bellevue, WA 98004
www. suhesthetics.com
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UNPLUG &
RECHARGE

IN DOWNTOWN BELLEVUE'S
SANCTUARY OF SERENITY

Integrated cellular therapies. Luxurious spa and salon treatments.
All under one roof. All committed to a non-toxic philosophy.

WELLNESS
Cryotherapy
IV / Injections
Red Light Sauna
Sports Recovery
Wellness Consultation
Weight-loss Management

SPA SALON
Massage Color / Cuts
IPL Treatment Styling
ResurFX Laser Barbering
Japanese Head Spa Braids / Locs
Facials / HydraFacial Micropigmentation
Body scrubs / Body wraps Manicure / Pedicure

1105 BELLEVUE WAY NE, A7
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Steeping in Kindness

Cozy teacups, colorful beads on the table, and a community dedicated to care,
the Emerald City Chapter of the National Charity League recently hosted its
annual Mother-Daughter Tea event. | wriTTeN BY SEIN KiM, PHOTOS BY PAN FERNANDO
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A GROUP OF MOTHERS and daughters
came together to socialize and inspire
one another to make a positive difference
in their community. One of the impacts
they already made during the event was
through leading a Kindness Campaign,
where they made friendship bracelets for
themselves and children experiencing
mental health challenges. The bracelets
with creative patterns and empowering
messages like “Smile,” “You got this,”

and “You matter,” became reminders
that everyone is enough and capable

of achieving what they believe. That
afternoon, they not only put smiles

on the faces of 148 children but also
strengthened their bond by having
meaningful conversations and sharing
laughs. The bracelets they crafted will
soon be sent to a nonprofit called The
Kindness Campaign (TKC), which provides
mental health resources for children.

The event became even more
memorable with an inspiring guest
speaker, Claire Sumadiwirya, from our
local Bellden Cafe. As an owner and
founder of Bellden Cafe, she is well
known for serving her community
through her business. She donates a
portion of the income for local causes
and supports various community-driven
initiatives through hosting fundraiser
nights at her cafe and sponsoring
local nonprofits. She shared with the
attendees how every single  CONTINUED »
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individual can make a difference in
their community through small acts of
service, which is what NCL strives to do.
Mothers and daughters walked away
feeling inspired and grateful, expressing
how they appreciate the opportunity to
connect and spend more time with one
another while doing meaningful work
for others. Cheryl, this year’s Tea Chair,
shared, “It has been a great pleasure to
work with girls and their mothers from
other areas like Redmond, Kirkland, and
Seattle, and I was able to push myself
outside of my bubble each time.” Emerald
City Chapter’s Tea event is a reminder for
all of us that if we all do a little for our
community, we can do so much.

A BIG THANKS!

Thank you to the following Tea
Committee Patronesses and TTs for
all their contributions to this event:

Cheryl Evanson, Amy Bacon, Meredith
Groseclose, Liz Quinn, Brittany Martinez,
Pan Fernando, Mikayla Hagan-Emmin,
Mina Lee Yoo, Carla Legg, Collette
McMullen, Amy Pellegrini, Karin Mital,

Liz Repass, Lauren Brumett, Hailey
Andersen, Hannah Asher, Katy Howard,
Sophia Apathy, Azryn Lawrence, and Amy
Severson.

Cheers!
The Jennys
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The best on paper.
Even better in person.

We're honored to be voted Best in the PNW, and grateful to our
members, their families, and the larger Bellevue community for
helping us create a warm, welcoming setting where everyone thrives.

Come see what life can be like for you at The Watermark at
Bellevue, Call 425-472-2404 to plan your personalized visit.

)y THE WATERMARK
AT RELLEVUE

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
121 112th Avenue NE | Bellevue, WA 98004 | watermarkbellevue.com
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LEWISAUPARC.COM

The capture and design
of beautiful family portraits.
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www jphairowphotography.com
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A love of reading begins
with a good book club.

Primrose School
of West Bellevue

Something Big

Now Enrolling Ages 0-5
425.315.7305
PrimroseWestBellevue.com
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subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.

The Bull Symbol and Merrill are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.

CFP Board owns the marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® , and CFP® (with plaque design) in the U.S.
© 2025 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

MERRILL&g

A BANK OF AMERICA COMPANY

Advice for what matters most,
when you need it most

Congratulations to Jason Weese for being named to the Barron’s

“Top 1,200 Financial Advisors” 2025 list, published on March 7, 2025.
Rankings based on data as of September 30, 2024.

Weese Harris Hanover Group

Jason Weese, CFP®

Managing Director
Private Wealth Advisor

425990.2212
jason.weese@ml.com

Merrill Private Wealth Management
10400 Northeast 4th Street

Suite 2500

Bellevue, WA 98004

555 California Street
18th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104

425.990.2208

advisor.ml.com/sites/az/scottsdale-pwm/
weeseharrishanovergroup

2025 Barron's “Top 1,200 Financial Advisors” list. Opinions are Barron's who evaluated advisors with a minimum of seven years financial services experience and employed at their current firm for at least one year. Ranking spots determined by each state’s population and
wealth. Other quantitative and qualitative measures include assets under management, revenues generated for the firm, quality of practice, regulatory records, internal company documents and 100-plus points of advisor-provided data. Rankings do not reflect any one
client’s experience, endorse any advisor and do not guarantee future investment success. Compensation was not received from anyone for the study. Barron’s is a trademark of Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All rights reserved.

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, and Member SIPC. Merrill Private Wealth Management is a division of MLPF&S. Bank of America, N.A, Member FDIC and MLPF&S are wholly owned
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LIBATION STATION

Twisted Shroud

This cocktail delivers a mysterious,
aromatic experience, where each sip
unfolds like a journey through a shadowy

forest. | RECIPE BY DAMON RICHARDS, BAR MANAGER AT
CENTRAL BAR + RESTAURANT

INGREDIENTS:
* 1.5 oz Lalo Blanco Tequila

* 0.5 oz Cointreau (or other orange liqueur)
* 0.5 oz Bordeaux cherry juice

* 0.25 oz Bénédictine liqueur

* Smoked cherry wood (for aroma)

METHOD:

1. Combine all the liquid ingredients in a cocktail shaker with ice
and shake well until chilled, about 10-15 seconds.

Fine strain the mixture into a rocks glass, garnish with a
trimmed orange peel.

On the base of a glass cloche, flame some cherry wood chips.
Place the drink on the base, and then place the cloche.

2. Once the flames go out, it will fill with smoke. Lift the cloche
to release the aromatic smoke and enjoy the experience.

3. Be sure to savor each sip as the flavors unfold. Cheers!

JULES FRAZIER
e
o

ICONIC FINE ART PHOTOGRAPHS, BEAUTIFULLY FRAMED

A modarn take on tmaless mamenis

SHOP ART
www. julesfrazier.com

Free Framl’ng. S.';lfp;_lirrg
American West, Coastal, Retro Colaf
Digstinations, Pacific Northwest
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WEST BELLEVUE DIGS

Elevated
Living on
Clyde Hill

PROVIDED BY TEAM FOSTER,
PHOTOS BY TIM VAN ASSELT & BAYLEE REINERT, CLARITY NORTHWEST
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gate, this incredible collaboration of the owner and an

extraordinary design team awaits. This estate home was
completely renovated in 2022 by Lucas Design and Lockhart
Suver. Clean, modern lines frame the 50-yard-line view of the
Seattle skyline, Lake Washington and the Olympic Mountains.

Black steel and organic textures juxtaposed with a light
palette create a perfect balance of drama and calm. Beyond
the incredible design execution, the floor plan was curated for
entertaining and gathering. The epicurean view kitchen boasts
top-shelf appliances, a catering kitchen, walk-in pantry and a
massive island with spectacular lighting. This is truly the heart
of the home.

From intimate gatherings or grand galas, the home’s
spaces flow from indoors to out on a lush half-acre lot that
includes a pickleball court. Artful landscaping by BYLA creates
unparalleled privacy.

No detail was overlooked for everyday living: Five bedroom
suites, two offices, a dramatic speakeasy, media room, gym, and
wine cellar—nothing is missing here. A rare offering in one
of the Eastside’s most cherished communities. This is the one
you've waited for.

D iscover an Elevated Vision on Clyde Hill. Behind the

=31

OUTDOOR
LIVING

Motorized Pergolas
Motorized Patio Shades
Patio Heaters

Outdoor Kitchens
Audio [ Video

Schedule Your Design Consultation

. 206-274-9946
& fsioutdoorliving.com
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@ Mirelle Education

Personalized =

Mentorship
College
Admissions

Book a free consultation today 5

Our guidance includes:

Holistic Admissions Strat
for egy

B

Unlimited Essay Support

of students admitted to one or more
of their top-choice colleges. '

Inquire now = mirelleeducation.com @ rosy@mirelleeducation.com & (206) 880-3074
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nnme and alleviate life’s unnece: SATY SIrEssOrs.

www.elitemanagementconcierge.com - 206.451.0525 - info@elitemanagementconcicrge.com
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FRACTIONAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT

YOUR HOLIDAY HOME
IN SUNCADIA AWAITS

THE SUNDREAM COLLECTION FROM A+R HOMES

For 18 years we have been building fun, spacious, light-filled homes focused on the lifestyle
of today's Northwest families. Functional indoor/outdoor living, dramatic fireplaces, and

on-trend features in fantastic neighborhoods on both sides of the mountains.

THOUGHTFUL DESIGN

@ARHOMESNW - BUILDWITHUS@A-RHOMES.COM - A-RHOMES.COM




hen Jeff Rogers moved to
W Bellevue in 1999, the city was

beginning to emerge as a
regional business hub. Major companies
like Microsoft were establishing a
strong corporate presence, shaping
Bellevue’s identity as the center for
commerce on the Eastside. During this
time, local visionaries such as Kemper
Freeman were transforming the
landscape through retail developments,
restaurants, and community events like
Snowflake Lane. Amid this growth, Jeff
founded OneAccord with a small team
focused on a mission: Building Value,
Built on Values.

From the start, OneAccord
prioritized growing through
relationships over trendy marketing or
national ad campaigns. Opportunities
came through relationships, word-of-
mouth, and partnerships with people
who shared their values. That approach
has fueled steady, organic growth,
with trust and compassion forming the
backbone of the company’s culture.
The firm recently celebrated its 25-year
milestone with a special event at the
Bellevue Club.

“Whenever we bring in new people,
the conversation starts with our
three foundational core values: truth,
compassion, and service,” Jeff explains.
“If someone doesn’t genuinely align
with those values, they’re simply not the
right fit, regardless of how impressive
their résumé might be. Experience like
owning a business, managing a full
P&L, leading teams, or going through an
exit is valuable, but those are skills and
milestones, not values.”

In 2024, OneAccord acquired
Eighth Avenue Advisors, a growth and
operations consulting firm founded by
Nick Anderson in 2022. Following the
transition, Nick became CEO and 50%
partner of OneAccord, bringing 25 years
of banking and consulting experience
along with a natural alignment of
values, the partnership felt seamless.

“Nick brings a particular strength
in cutting through complexity and
distilling information down to what’s
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COVER STORY

BUILDING VALUE BUILT ON VALUES

Nick Anaerson and Jeff Roge

Jeff and Nick at the 25th anniversary celebration for OneAccord

essential, making it clear and actionable
for the people who need to hear it,”

Jeff says. “Having truth alone isn’t
enough. The truth must be delivered in
a way that someone can hear it, which
is where compassion comes in. From
there, we can begin to form a plan.” Jeff
explains.

“And service means we’re always
asking, ‘Are we truly serving all
stakeholders well?”” Nick adds.

Nick’s story is marked not only
by leadership and vision, but also by
resilience. Widowed in 2016 after the
sudden loss of his first wife, Darlynn,
he remarried Ariana in August 2023,
blending their families of two boys and
two girls.

Jeff reflects, “There’s been difficulty
in Nick’s life that far surpasses what
most people would perceive. If they saw
the beauty of his family today, they’d
see how intentional he and Ariana
have been in building their businesses
together and bringing their kids into

the learning process. That’s one of the
attributes I admire most about him.”

A Seattle transplant, Nick proposed
to Ariana on the dock at Meydenbauer
Bay, and their kids are involved in sports
and school programs like Running
Start through Bellevue College. Their
daughters have both been involved with
community traditions such as Snowflake
Lane and one daughter recently earned
her real estate license, continuing a
legacy of entrepreneurial spirit. Ariana
runs her own interior design firm,
Ariana Designs & Interiors (ariid.com),
which is also based on the Eastside.

Entrepreneurship runs in Nick’s
family. He recalls his mother and aunt
running a successful Northgate salon
for 20 years, growing it into a thriving
business with 20 chairs. When they
decided to close in the mid-1990s, they
simply shut the doors, walking away
from something that could have been
sold for a significant value. “She spent
two decades building it, and then it was
just gone,” Nick recalls.

Nick Anderson with his family in their Bellevue home
Photo by Rodrigo De Medeiros
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Jeff with his family on vacation at Lake Como

That memory fuels his commitment
today, especially amid the “great
generational wealth transfer,” often
referred to as the silver tsunami.

He sees firsthand how many
businesses, whether small or large,
risk losing the value they’ve created if
they aren’t thoughtfully prepared for
transition. While OneAccord’s clients
are typically larger than his mom’s
salon, Nick and his team are passionate
about serving all entrepreneurs. Even
when a business isn’t the right fit for
their services, they make a point to offer
guidance or connect owners to trusted
resources in their network.

“Deals will come and go, but it’s the
relationships that matter most. There
are thousands of incredible businesses
in this region, with many owned by
baby boomers who are looking to
exit themselves. The challenge here
is that there aren’t enough qualified
buyers to take over and effectively run
these companies. Whether by design
- or default - an exit or CONTINUED »
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Nick’s Meydenbauer Bay proposal
Photo by Nica Alameda

transition will eventually happen, so
business owners might as well be in

the driver’s seat and design it. Most
privately owned companies weren’t
built with an exit in mind, so thoughtful
planning is essential to protect
employees, customers, and the legacy
owners have created,” Jeff explains.

At OneAccord, the team guides
owners through this process relationally,
working alongside businesses to help
them stay locally owned, preserve their
culture, and prepare the next generation
to carry them forward, turning areas
of uncertainty into opportunities for
lasting value.

A frequent challenge they
encounter is owner dependency, which
is when the daily operations and key
relationships rely so heavily on its
owner that performance drops if they
step away. Through strengthening
people, processes, and systems,
OneAccord crafts a strategic roadmap
that allows companies to achieve their
goals, which in turn readies them for
an eventual transition.

When speaking with them, it’s
apparent that their warmth and
empathy extend into their work,
fostering an environment where
business owners feel supported while
navigating complex transitions.

One area that Nick really lights up
is talking about their future goals. “It’s
important and exciting that OneAccord
becomes partner owned, like law firms
and CPA firms tend to have many
partners in those firms who own some
equity in the company. That excites
me! Our goal is to be there in three
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Nick and Ariana
Photo by Krista Fleming

years. When Jeff talked about those

first 25 years being organic relationally
driven growth, I see the next 25 years

as being equally relational but also very
strategic. There’s a growth plan, and

the first destination for that is partner
ownership. In fact, a few of our partners
live in and around Bellevue already,” he
says.

Nick is equally passionate about
the ability to serve local companies,
organizations and business owners.
“Oftentimes these are owned by
families who are living right here in our
community. To be able to help them pass
their companies down from generation
to generation in ownership and with
leadership in their company - It excites
me to continue to be able to do that over
the next 25 years,” he says with a smile.

Jeff and Nick both have big hearts
for the next generation. Nick imagines
OneAccord to be a place where local
college graduates who are looking to
go into a career of consulting, business
strategy, or business operations would
really love to work as their first job right
out of college.

“I'd love to be a steppingstone for
those young folks even if they want to
go build a crew of their own after a few
years. I've watched Jeff give so much
of himself over the years to the next
generation and that’s a very admirable
quality,” Nick says.

“And on the other end of the
demographic spectrum, we’d also like to

I just love this
community so much,

and I want to feel proud
and happy when I see a
client out to dinner and
when they invite us to sit
at their table and do life
with them.

—NICK ANDERSON

Deals will come and go,
but it’s the relationships
that matter most.

—JEFF ROGERS

be a place for those who are successfully
retired or have left their careers but are
still looking for meaningful work and
have so much wisdom and experience
left to give,” he adds.

OneAccord is now proudly
headquartered in Kirkland and
is affectionately dubbed their
“Intergalactic Headquarters.” They
are very intentional about keeping
their business rooted on the Eastside.
Even with Nick leading the way, Jeff’s
influence will always remain a defining
part of OneAccord’s foundation.

Their connection to Bellevue runs
deep. Jeff’s daughters all grew up in
Bellevue, and he spent years coaching
youth sports through Bellevue Boys
& Girls Clubs and Lake Hills Soccer,
exposing his kids to diverse experiences
and instilling a sense of community.
Spurred by Amy’s vision, they have
taken their family to Uganda for mission
trips to help build schools and expand
their own perspectives beyond the
Bellevue bubble.

Nick, a Seattle native, has made
Bellevue his home. As Nick reflects, “I
just love this community so much, and
I want to feel proud and happy when
I see a client out to dinner and when
they invite us to sit at their table and do
life with them. That’s what makes all of
this worthwhile.”

For Nick and Jeff, the work is never
just about the numbers, it’s about the
people they serve.

JORDAN RIVER
MOVING & STORAGE

“Where Quality & Integrity Are Priorities.”

LOCAL| LONG DISTANCE | RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL | MILITARY | INTERNATIONAL

SEATTLE, WA | COLUMBIA, SC | PORTLAND, OR
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" SECURE STORAGE | FREE VISUAL ESTIMATE
FREE BOX DELIVERY | PIANO EXPERTS | ANTIQUES & ART
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206-236-0808 425-450-0808 877-611-0808
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WWW.JORDANRIVERMOVING.COM




1778 Bellevue Way NE, Belfevue
devonshirelifestyle.com

4719 86th Avenue SE, Mercer Island
luxurymercerisland.com
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May your home be filled with the warmth of

family and friends this holiday season!
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