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come with a choice of free knobs and pulls or an area rug
(up to a $500 value)

KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELS

 IS THE HEART
OF OUR BUSINESS

CONTACT US TODAY
925-283-6500
info@premierkitchens.net
premierkitchens.net

The He�t of Y�r H�e

3373 MT. DIABLO BLVD., LAFAYETTE

35+ years of design 
experience and expertise

Employee-owned

From start to finish, we 
streamline the remodeling 
process, resulting in stunning 
cabinetry solutions that 
enhance lives and bring joy. 
Conveniently under the same 
roof is the Elegant Flooring 
Design Center, offering a wide 
range of top-of-the-line 
flooring options.
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Visit our website kccustombuilder.com or
call  (510) 706-9063 to get started.

Pleasant Hill, CA

Expert builders, collaborating with top designers for a seamless experience.

We pride ourselves on delivering detailed, transparent estimates you can rely on.

Meticulous craftsmanship. Unparalleled relationships.

Ready to start your dream project?  

Building Better Experiences

License #886074
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted 
local vendor to use. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses 

sponsoring this publication. These local businesses are proud to partner with you and 
make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for 

supporting your magazine!

ACCOUNTING/FRACTIONAL CFO
Lamorinda Tax & Accounting

(925) 322-2996
www.lamorindataxes.com

BIKE SHOP & REPAIR
Sharp Bicycle

(925) 284-9616
sharpbicycle.com

CABINET/KITCHEN REMODELING
Premier Kitchens
(925) 283-6500

premierkitchens.net

CLEANING SOLUTIONS
Sparkclean Cleaning Service

(925) 834-1815
@sparkclean_inc

CUSTOM REMODELING
KC Custom Builders

(510) 706-9063
kccustombuilder.com

DERMATOLOGY
California Dermatology Care

(925) 328-0255
drwilliamting.com

DOG TRAINING
The Dog Wizard - Walnut Creek

(925) 430-6117
lafayettedogwizard.com

FLOORING
Blodgett’s  

Abbey Carpet & Flooring
(925) 284-4807

blodgetts.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Honey Homes

(510) 519-9317
honeyhomes.com

HOME DISASTER PREVENTION
BRP Hardening Experts

(925) 322-1440
brp-enterprises.com

HVAC & WATER HEATING
Electrify My Home

(844) 637-3733
electrifymyhome.com

HVAC SERVICES
Energy Solutions - HVAC

(925) 778-1335
hvacenergysolutions.com

INSURANCE
Jake Stewart - State Farm

(925) 283-5040
myagentjake.com

JUNK REMOVAL & RECYCLING
The Junkluggers of Walnut 

Creek & Lamorinda
(925) 418-1391

junkluggers.com/
walnut-creek-lamorinda

LASHES & BROWS, 
WAXING, MAKEUP

Alana Flame Beauty
(925) 205-0727

alanaflamebeauty.com

LAWYERS - FULL SERVICE FIRM
Daniel Horowitz - Lawyers in Lafayette

(925) 283-1863
lawyersinlafayette.com

MASSAGE THERAPY
Neutral Massage & Wellness

(707) 334-8111
neutralmassageandwellness.com

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Community Foundation of Lafayette

cflafayette.org

Lafayette Partners  
In Education

(925) 299-1644
lpie.org

Lamorinda Village
(925) 283-3500

lamorindavillage.org

OUTDOOR DESIGN & BUILD
Mindful Construction Inc.

(925) 440-6521
mindfulconstructioninc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
BlueGoo Photography

(925) 360-8055
bluegoo.com

REAL ESTATE
Ashley Battersby
(925) 323-9955

ashleybattersby.com

Brian Rochford, 
 Rochford Real Estate

(925) 285-0439
luxuryhomesoflamorinda.com

Dana Green Team
(925) 339-1918

danagreenteam.com

Dudum Real Estate Group, 
Julie Del Santo

(925) 818-5500
dudum.com

Stella Tsakonas  
& Stephanie Mull
(925) 878-1896

stellaandstephanie.com

REAL ESTATE  
& PROPERTY MGMT.

Sexton Group
(925) 298-5910

sextongroupre.com

RECYCLING POLICY
RecycleSmart

(925) 906-1801
recyclesmart.org

SCHOOL - PRIVATE
Bentley School
(925) 283-2101

bentleyschool.org

SENIOR CARE
A Nurse in the Family

(925) 477-7318
anurseinthefamily.net

Aegis Living Moraga
(925) 483-7347
aegismoraga.com

Visiting Angels
(925) 430-6711

visitingangels.com/walnutcreek

TECH SUPPORT
Altitude Technical Solutions

(925) 414-0030
altitudets.com

TREE CARE/ARBORIST
Ponderosa Tree Service

(510) 845-3644
ponderosatreeservice.com

Traverso Tree Service
(925) 930-7901
traversotree.com

ERNIE
SEXTON
BROKER | OWNER
925-298-5910
ernie@sextongroupre.com

Specializing in Residential Home Sales and Leasing
and Property Management Services

FREE INSTANT HOME VALUATION
Interested in Selling? See what the market has to say about your current 
homes value and receive a complimentary personalized analysis of your 

home's value in the current market...contact us today!

R E A L  E S T A T E
P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  

E A S T  B AY  A R E A’ S  TO P
BOUTIQUE REAL ESTATE COMPANY

LAFAYETTE
3369 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

BERKELEY
1647 Hopkins St.

OAKLAND
4379 Piedmont Ave.SextonGroupRE.com
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Nancy Scala 
Ambassador  
of Kindness

Susan Candell 
Mayor  

of Lafayette

Dan Allsup  
Ad Manager

Craig Isaacs 
BlueGoo 

Photography

Jim Scala  
Senior  

Living Writer

Susan Corkery 
Managing Editor

Janet Fazio 
Writer & 

Website Master

Christine Raymond 
Owner & Publisher 
Christine.Raymond 

@n2co.com

Tracie Watanabe 
Publishing 

Assistant & 
Social Media

Greet Lafayette is more than just a community magazine — 
we’re a platform where residents, community members, and 
local businesses come together to share stories and celebrate 
what makes Lafayette special. We partner with organizations 
throughout town to highlight heartwarming stories and 
showcase the collaborative spirit that defines our community.

Our mission is simple: to reflect Lafayette’s wonderful 
character and connect the people who live here with the 
outstanding businesses that serve us. Please join us!

Wishing everyone a joyful and safe summer.

Your Greet Lafayette Team
Lafayette@n2co.com
GreetLafayette@n2co.com

Thank you to everyone who made this special issue possible!

We all have our stories. To share yours, please email us yours at Lafayette@n2co.com.

FOLLOW US ON IG @GreetLAFAYETTE  
@GreetLAFAYETTEMAGAZINE for FB

YOUR GREET LAFAYETTE CONTRIBUTORS AND TEAM

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Dear Lafayette,

Tony Trowbridge and his team at Mindful Construction, scores of Acalanes High 
School student volunteers and parents, Greet Lafayette, and others brought joy 
and comfort to the Noroozi family after their beloved Amin died in a tragic accident.
We’ll be sharing this heartfelt story in the August issue.

Stephanie 
Eukel   

Senior Living

Rosie  
Pets With 

Personality

Cheri Facer & 
Gwen Helvey

Learning & 
Education

Cheryl Noll 
Community 
Foundation  
of Lafayette

2025  
Lafayette 

Community 
Day

Ponderosa 
Tree Service  

Business 
Spotlight

Kelly Jean 
Gilson  

Student Life

Eve Birge, 
White Pony 

Express  
Sustainability

Is your home
prepared for
fire season? SCHEDULE A

HOME FIRE
PREPAREDNESS

EVALUATION TODAY
FOR A FULL LIST OF SERVICES, PLEASE VISIT
brp-enterprises.com       (925) 322-1440

C�pa�i��e
In-Home Senior Care 

Call us
for a free
in-home 
consultation 

Call or Text: 925.430.6711
VisitingAngels.com/WalnutCreek

Specialty Care
Personal Care and Companion Care

We tailor care to your needs

LOVE LAFAYETTE!

Join us for engaging and fun gatherings. Whether 
you’re a Lafayette resident, a business professional 

who loves Lafayette or a Greet business partner, you 
are invited! GreetLafayette.com/events. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16 — PK & GREET  
HAPPY HOUR (5-7) 

Premier Kitchens Showroom, 3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
RSVP (3rd Wed)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23 — GREET  
NETWORKING LUNCH (11:30-1:00) 
Locanda Positano, 1005 Brown Ave.  

RSVP (4th Wed most months)

GREET RESTAURANT TASTINGS 
Sweet dinner parties for Lafayette residents and select 
business partners who come together to make friends 
and enjoy delicious food together! To be added to the 

invite list, email us at Lafayette@n2co.com. 

GREET WINE & BUSINESS ROUND TABLES 
Select Greet business partners are invited to gather 

in the lovely Deer Hill Vineyards tasting room to 
get better acquainted and to talk business. Email 
Christine.Raymond@n2co.com to learn more. 

You Are 
Invited!

L A FAY E T T E  O N  K T V U  Z I P  T R I P S !  Lafayette’s journey to being 
featured on KTVU’s Zip Trips began back in spring 2023, when 
Thomas Myers with the City of Lafayette and Sara Regan 
with the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce submitted our first 
application. While we weren’t selected that year, we received 
an encouraging note from morning anchor Gasia Mikaelian, 
who urged us to try again.

In 2024, with renewed energy and collaboration between 
the City and the Chamber, we reapplied. We were thrilled to 
learn in September that Lafayette made the final shortlist of 
cities under consideration.

From there, the Chamber and City shared the voting link 
with our networks — and the community responded with 
enthusiasm! We’re incredibly grateful to members like RÊVE 
Bistro and others who promoted the voting campaign to their 
customers and clients. Residents across Lafayette stepped up to 
cast their votes and encourage others to do the same.

Following the announcement, the Chamber and 
Suzanne Iarla from the City worked together to compile a 
comprehensive list of Lafayette highlights to showcase our 
unique charm — local businesses, community spirit, natural 
beauty, and more that we shared with the KTVU team. 

Thanks to this powerful team effort, Lafayette was selected 
not only to be featured — but to kick off the 2025 Zip Trips 
season as the premiere episode, which aired Friday, May 23. 

Go to ktvu.com/shows/zip-trips, and click on Lafayette!

Warmly, Your Mayor

JULY 
MAYOR’S 
MUSING

Please let me know if you have suggestions 
for future topics for the Mayor’s column at 
scandell@lovelafayette.org.

Mayor 
Susan 
Candell

We’re proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to 
identify articles highlighting these valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have provided free products and / or services for the review.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Lafayette Social, is owned by 
The N2 Company, and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, 
or homeowners association. Articles and advertisements in this publication and 
opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 but remain 
solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained 
within this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2. 

SOCIAL
Lafayette

greetmag.com
Your Stories. Your Photos. Your Community. 
© 2025 The N2 Company, Inc.
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Happy Valley Elementary will feel a little different when 
doors open for the 2025-2026 school year. Students, staff, 
and families will be missing newly retired first-grade 

teacher Mrs. Cheri Facer, who has been an integral part of the 
neighborhood school for 43 years.

Mrs. Facer is a legend in her own right. She loves her 
students fiercely and advocates for them like no other. She sees 
each child for who they are and honors their unique talents 
and abilities, focusing on what each child is, rather than what 
they are not. Mrs. Facer creates a calm and nurturing space 
where children can learn without pressure or angst. No one is 
better at supporting lifelong skills than Mrs. Facer. She helps 
her students judge whether a problem is “thick” or “thin.” 
She empowers them to manage their own learning and take 
responsibility for their personal choices.

Students who graduate from Mrs. Facer’s class gain 
membership in a lifelong club. Many keep in touch with their 
favorite teacher, stopping by Room 8 for a visit, years or even 
decades after first grade. Mrs. Facer’s face lights up when she talks 
about the lives and accomplishments of her former students.

Cheri is known for sharing nuggets of wisdom with all in 
her midst. Many parents come away from Back-to-School Night 
with tips not only on how to be a better parent but also how to 
be a better life partner. “Today is a good day” is a mantra often 
repeated by Mrs. Facer. She has a gift for reminding families 

BY GWEN HELVEY, HAPPY VALLEY ELEMENTARY

LEARNING & EDUCATION

43 Years of 
“TONS OF FUN”

with Mrs. Facer

My mom always said, “Be 
generous with your love 

and laughter.”
—CHERI FACER

to value what is most important — each other — and 
never take their time together for granted. Her wealth of 
knowledge extends to every staff meeting and gathering. 
Even in the most difficult times, Cheri keeps perspective 
on what truly matters: the people in one’s life. If you know 
Cheri, you know to cherish people, first and foremost. 

“First grade is tons of fun” are words Mrs. Facer lives 
by. If you’re lucky enough to step into Room 8, you’ll find 
that calming breaths, dance parties, yoga poses, playtime, 
personal creativity, and delightful art are all sprinkled 
throughout the school day. While she’s passionate about 
manipulating numbers, reading and reciting poems, 
and daily journal writing, learning with Mrs. Facer 
happens quietly, organically, and in the most magical way. 
Whatever Mrs. Facer does, she does with warmth, love, 
and tons of fun.

As Cheri steps away from the classroom, she looks 
forward to spending her newfound time swimming laps 
at the pool, catching the latest movies, traveling with her 
dear husband Hans (they recently celebrated 48 years!), 
visiting their daughter and son-in-law, and reconnecting 
with cherished friends.

Mrs. Facer shares a story with her last group of first graders.  
Photo by Craig Isaacs, BlueGoo Photography

Mrs. Facer during her early years at Happy Valley.

Cheri holds her “43 Years of Tons of Fun” retirement 
t-shirt.

Cheri Facer with Danielle Boone (left), Julia Rock, and Gwen Helvey outside 
her classroom at Happy Valley. Photo by Craig Isaacs, BlueGoo Photography

Special thanks to Realtor Ashley Battersby for sponsoring 
our Learning & Education section.

Do you have a Learning & Education story to share? Email us at lafayette@n2co.com.
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Special thanks to RecycleSmart, a valuable resource for 
residential recycling information, for sponsoring our Pets with 
Personality section.

Do you have a Pet in your life that you’d like to celebrate? Email us at lafayette@n2co.com.

How did you find Rosie, and when did she come home? 
Our friend recently brought home a puppy we really liked, 
so we chose to go with the same breeder. We brought Rosie 
home at 8 weeks old. Those first two weeks were like having a 
newborn baby!

Why a Bernedoodle, and how big will she get? We decided 
on a mini Bernedoodle for its size, coloring, and non-shedding 
nature. We also liked how smart and trainable they are, and 
how great they are for families. She could weigh 35-55 pounds, 
but our guess is right in the middle at 45. 

How did you choose her name? This is probably my favorite 
story. Our middle son picked the name and said her full name is 
Rosabelle, but we only use it when she’s in trouble. Rooosabelle!!

Any favorite toys or funny habits? Her favorite toy is a crinkly 
bunny the Easter Bunny brought. She’s very smart and has 
figured out how to open doors with her paws if they are unlocked! 

What’s been the trickiest part of having a puppy? Definitely 
teaching her not to nip or potty in the house, especially with 
three small children running around.

What’s your favorite thing about Rosie so far? The kids have 
really enjoyed training her, and we’ve been surprised at how 
quickly she learned the commands, “sit,” “down,” and “leave 
it.” They want to teach her how to “shake” next! 

What made you decide to get a puppy? Our oldest son had 
been begging us to get a dog around the same time our friends 
got a puppy. We decided to surprise the kids with a picture of 
the mom and dad dog — along with an announcement that 
their puppy would be born in February. 

Rosie the Bernedoodle
When the Govans surprised their three kids 
with news of a puppy, it unleashed pure joy. 
Fast forward a few months, and Rosie, their 
mini Bernedoodle, has fully joined the pack!

PHOTO PROVIDED

PETS WITH PERSONALITY

RecycleSmart provides free compost to residents in partnership with 
Republic Services and the City of Walnut Creek.

Compost is available for pickup at Heather Farm Park located at 
301 N. San Carlos Drive in Walnut Creek.

Please call Republic Services for billing and service requests (925) 685-4711
Visit RecycleSmart.org/Cleanup for Reuse & Cleanup Days information and the service date(s) search tool.

FREE COMPOST PROGRAM

Composting organics is now the
law for everyone in California!

Call Republic Services for your free kitchen food scrap pail. 

Learn more 
by visiting 

RecycleSmart.org

PUPPY LOVE 

Rosie

START WITH PATIENCE  
AND UNDERSTANDING
Recognize that this is a major 
life transition filled with 
complex emotions for everyone 
involved. Whether you’re 
the spouse or the adult child 
worried about your loved one’s physical and emotional safety, or 
the loved one facing potential changes, you may all experience 
grief, guilt, and resistance — and that’s completely normal.

INCLUDE EVERYONE IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS
Rather than making choices about someone, or having decisions 
made for them, involve all family members as much as possible. 
Maintaining a voice in these decisions helps preserve autonomy 
and dignity, which are crucial for emotional well-being, while 
ensuring choices truly reflect values and preferences.

FOCUS ON SAFETY AND COMMUNITY
While practical concerns matter, remember that the goal 
is finding a place where dignity can be maintained while 
gaining safety and social connections. Minimizing fall risks 
is all-important. As an example, one way Aegis Living keeps 
individuals safe is by utilizing an innovative AI-powered fall 
risk-reduction technology that provides an extra layer of 
protection. With a focus on community, it may be important to 
prioritize the location to keep loved ones near longtime friends 
and family, while choosing a community that offers activities 
aligned with their interests and values.

ANTICIPATE FUTURE NEEDS AND CONSIDERATIONS
Aging is different for every person, and needs can change over 
time. Selecting an option that provides a spectrum of care can 
promote peace of mind and potentially avoid multiple moves 
as needs evolve.

PRESERVE FAMILIARITY AND INDEPENDENCE
Help ensure that familiar objects, important relationships, 
and independence are maintained in any new environment. 

These connections to life history and personal identity remain 
important regardless of where your loved one lives.

MAINTAIN A POSITIVE OUTLOOK WHILE 
ACKNOWLEDGING THE DIFFICULTY
It’s okay that this feels hard for everyone involved. Family 
members may initially feel unhappy, anxious, or guilty. 
Remember that these difficult feelings can coexist with making 
a loving decision for well-being.

GIVE IT TIME
Whether your loved one is adapting to a new living situation or 
you’re watching them navigate changes, families need time to 
adapt to this significant transition. Be patient with the process 
and with each other.

Whether your family chooses to support aging in place with 
adaptations or selects a community like Aegis Living Moraga 
that provides living options from light assisted living to 
memory care, the key is to be patient, ask questions, and find 
a solution that honors dignity while ensuring safety. The most 
important thing is that this decision is made together, with love 
and respect for everyone’s feelings and needs. 

We’re here to help. Reach out to Stephanie at Aegis Living 
Moraga to ask questions and explore different options. 
Stephanie.Eukel@aegisliving.com, 925-377-7900

Navigating Housing and 
Care Decisions Together: 
A Guide for Families
Making decisions about housing and 
care as loved ones age is one of life’s 
most emotionally complex conversations. 
Approaching these topics with love, 
patience, and open communication can lead 
to solutions that honor everyone’s values.

BY STEPHANIE EUKEL

SENIOR LIVING
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ineffective or even harmful,” he says. 
“That’s why we stay current with 
arboricultural research so we can give 
our clients the most informed and 
effective care possible.”

With more than 50 years of 
experience, Ponderosa is proud to be 
Lafayette’s trusted partner in helping care 
for the trees that define the community.

Ponderosa Tree Service
ponderosatreeservice.com

510-845-3644

relations. When trees are on or near 
property lines, the team often acts 
as a neutral party, helping navigate 
conversations and find solutions that 
leave everyone feeling heard.

The Ponderosa team also helps 
homeowners better understand their 
trees, especially as the seasons change. 
From valley oaks and coast live oaks 
to California buckeyes and bay laurels, 
Lafayette is home to a variety of native 
species, each with its own needs. Even 
trees in the same neighborhood can 
face different challenges based on light, 
slope, or soil. All tree care is led by ISA 
Certified Arborists with advanced training 
in disease and pest management. Each 
tree is evaluated based on its specific 
environment and conditions.

Michael explains that the 
science behind tree care has evolved 
significantly in the past decade. “Some 
practices that were passed down for 
generations have turned out to be 

Lafayette’s natural beauty is rooted 
in its trees — and keeping them 
healthy takes care, expertise, and 

a local touch. That’s where Ponderosa 
Tree Service comes in.

Founded in 1971 by Rich Ford, 
Ponderosa was built on a foundation of 
knowledge and respect for the East Bay 
landscape. In 1991, Michael Veneziano, 
who had worked alongside Rich, 
purchased the business, bringing with 
him a strong background in horticulture 
and arboriculture. Since then, Michael 
has grown Ponderosa into a trusted 
name in science-based tree care, valued 
for its consistency, thoughtful service, 
and the kind of relationships that keep 
homeowners coming back year after year.

Ponderosa offers a full range of tree 
care including aesthetic and structural 
pruning, large tree removal, view 
restoration, fire safety compliance, and 
arborist consulting. Plus, a specialty 
not many think to ask for: neighbor 

Ponderosa Tree Service
PHOTOS PROVIDED

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

“I have relied and depended on Ponderosa 
Tree Service for many years now to care 
for the trees on my hillside. Their certified 
arborists really know what they’re doing, 
so I get the best advice on timing and 
proper pruning of my trees. I count on 
their artistry as well — my trees have 
become more and more beautiful through 
the years!”

— KAT TOUPS, MD, PONDEROSA CLIENT AND 

LAFAYETTE HOMEOWNER

Ponderosa Tree Service specializes in large 
tree removal.

Ponderosa’s crew at work, keeping Lafayette’s trees healthy.



Greet Lafayette       1514       July 2025

Regular Cleaning:
Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(925) 834-1815

Experts in
Deep Cleanings

Find us on

 when booking a Deep Cleaning!

Summer is approaching, and your trees need 
attention. Healthy trees can drop limbs during 
warm months—a phenomenon called
Sudden Limb Drop.

This typically happens on hot, still days with 
little wind. Horizontal branches can break 
unexpectedly, particularly in late afternoon 
when temperatures change. Trees with 
excessive weight at branch ends or 
overgrown limbs are at higher risk.

Fortunately, proper care reduces these 
dangers. Our certified arborists can 
identify vulnerable branches and prune 
them to prevent problems and keep 
you, your pets, and your 
property safe.

"When it has to be Done Right!"

CA LIC #1082260 | FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

Serving the East Bay Since 1980

925.930.7901
T R A V E R S O T R E E . C O M

Are Your Trees Ready 
for the Summer Heat?

Complimentary Summer Tree Safety 
Assessments are available for 

Lafayette homeowners.
We’re here to help – call or

schedule an appointment online. 

Call for a FREE Evaluation TodayCall for a FREE Evaluation Today

(925) 430-6117 · LafayetteDogWizard.com

Effective Dog Training, Right at Your Doorstep!

FREELifetime Support

FREELifetime Support

Simplify IT
FOR YOUR BUSINESS

• Comprehensive Cybersecurity 
• Reliable Data Backup
• Cloud Computing Solutions
• Networking/Wi-Fi
• Help Desk Support
Schedule a consultation today
at altitudets.com (925) 414-0030

THOUGHTFUL 
STEWARDSHIP & 
STRATEGIC GRANTS  
for Maximum 
Community Impact

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF LAFAYETTE

CHAMPIONING THE GRASSROOTS 
At CFL’s core lies a commitment to grantmaking that prioritizes 
impact over size. Each year, the Foundation distributes 
Excellence Grants, often to small, local nonprofits that may 
lack access to major funding sources but are essential to our 
community’s well-being. These grants do more than offer 
financial support; they validate and amplify the work of 
grassroots organizations doing vital community work.

BEYOND TRADITIONAL 
PHILANTHROPY
While grantmaking remains central 
to CFL’s mission, the Foundation’s 
influence extends far beyond 
traditional funding. Through 
initiatives like Lafayette Community 
Day, CFL creates opportunities 
for residents to connect through 
volunteerism and celebration. The Senior Symposium provides 
crucial resources for older adults and their caregivers. 
With early seed funding from the Community Foundation, 
Lamorinda Village was launched to support aging-in-place. 
Today, it continues to help seniors live independently and 
remain active in the community.

The Foundation’s support of The Park Theater Trust 
demonstrates its commitment to preserving Lafayette’s cultural 
heritage, while its backing of All Ages Downtown (AARD) shows 
forward-thinking investment in recreational opportunities that 
serve residents of every generation.

BUILDING TOMORROW’S COMMUNITY TODAY 
Perhaps most importantly, this primarily volunteer-run 
organization operates as a behind-the-scenes force with 
profound impact, working closely with the City of Lafayette 
and Lafayette Chamber of Commerce to advance community-
driven work and create meaningful volunteer opportunities 
that connect residents to causes that matter. The Community 
Foundation of Lafayette empowers 
organizations and individuals to create 
positive change, with every donor, sponsor, 
and business partner contributing to building 
a more vibrant, resilient, and connected 
Lafayette—one relationship, one grant, and 
one cause at a time.

In a world where communities often 
feel fragmented, the Community 
Foundation of Lafayette (CFL) serves 
as the connective thread—bringing 
together residents, nonprofits, 
businesses, and leaders to strengthen 
the fabric of our community.

CHERYL NOLL, PRESIDENT OF THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
OF LAFAYETTE, PHOTO BY ANHTUAN HONG

The Community Foundation of Lafayette’s 2025 Excellence Grants Recipients!

Join us!
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Here in Lafayette and across Contra 
Costa County, good food — fresh 
produce, baked goods, even 

prepared meals — is too often thrown 
away at the end of the day. White Pony 
Express (WPE) is working to change that, 
rescuing excess food and delivering it 
straight to neighbors in need. 

Since its founding in 2013, WPE has 
become a vital force in reducing food 
waste, addressing food insecurity, and 
promoting sustainability. The volunteer-
powered nonprofit collects surplus food 

WHITE PONY 
EXPRESS: 
REDUCING 
FOOD WASTE, 
NOURISHING 
COMMUNITIES
PHOTOS PROVIDED

SUSTAINABILITY IN LAFAYETTE

Eloise Palley, daughter of WPE board member Liz Eraker Palley, collects surplus food 
from Burton Valley Elementary.

A volunteer unloads bananas from the refrigerated van donated by Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary and partners.

Trust the Tree Care Professionals
Who’ve Been Around for Decades.

FIRE SAFETY COMPLIANCE PRUNING  |  AESTHETIC & VIEW PRUNING  |  CONSULTING
TREE PLANTING & REMOVAL  |  URBAN MILLING  |  STUMP GRINDING  |  CABLING & BRACING

CERTIFIED
ARBORISTS

ON STAFF

FULLY INSURED,
LICENSED, AND

BONDED
#WE-10094A

CALL FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

510.845.3644
ponderosatreeservice.com

SERVING THE BAY AREA FOR OVER 50 YEARS

from places many Lafayette residents 
know well — local grocery stores, 
restaurants, and schools — and delivers 
it to shelters, students, and families in 
need, often on the very same day. In 
2024, WPE rescued more than 4.2 million 
pounds of nutritious food that would 
have otherwise gone to landfills. 

“WPE’s delivered-with-love model 
connects high-quality surplus to those 
in need,” says Eve Birge, CEO of White 
Pony Express. “We are among the most 
active food recovery organizations in 
California, providing healthy, curated 
deliveries to 105 nonprofit partners, 
rescuing surplus food from 80 local 
food producers and purveyors, and 
engaging 1,200 community members 
in service. This year, we face severe 
federal funding cuts, but WPE was built 
to last, and we will not rest until all 
our neighbors have what they need to 
survive and thrive!”

To expand its reach, WPE launched 
the Food Rescue Hero Initiative, an 
app-based program that allows local 
businesses to quickly signal when they 
have extra food to donate. Volunteers 
using the app receive a notification 
and can ‘claim a run’ as their schedules 
allow, embodying local heroism by 
connecting good food to hungry people, 
all in the span of one hour! In 2024, 
WPE recovered 535,000 meals through 
this innovative initiative, and plans are 

In 2024, WPE rescued more than 4.2 
million pounds of nutritious food that 
would have otherwise gone to landfills.

“White Pony Express is 
not only combating food 
waste and ensuring our 
neighbors have access 
to nutritious food, 
they’re also creating 
opportunities to serve  
our community.” 

—LIZ ERAKER PALLEY, BOARD MEMBER AND 

LAFAYETTE RESIDENT

underway to scale it further to meet the 
need for food across the county. 

“My family recently volunteered 
using the Food Rescue App, finding an 
easy way to help by picking up surplus 
food from Burton Valley Elementary 
and delivering it to WPE for donation to 
local nonprofits,” says Liz Eraker Palley, 
a WPE board member and Lafayette 
resident. “It’s truly inspiring to support 
their impactful work. Not only are they 
combating food waste and ensuring 
our neighbors have access to nutritious 
food, they’re also creating meaningful 
opportunities for all of us to serve  
our community.” 

To learn about volunteering or to make 
a donation, visit whiteponyexpress.org.

Do you have a Sustainability story to share? Email  
us at lafayette@n2co.com.

Special thanks to Electrify My Home 
for sponsoring our new Sustainability In 
Lafayette section.

Community members pick up fresh food provided by 
White Pony Express.
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SCHOOL SCENE

Parent Michele Colaco shared that “it was so special 
for these seniors to return to their elementary schools and 
reconnect with teachers and classmates. My son and his friends 
got to meet Mrs. Fisher’s third grade class where the kids asked 
questions about their time at Happy Valley and what they are 
doing next year. It was really special!” The hallway clap-out 
tradition is a full-circle moment that reminds everyone of the 
journey from kindergarten to senior year.

Another fun tradition happened at Burton Valley, where 
fifth grade students took part in their annual Gratitude Walk, 
delivering handwritten thank-you notes to teachers and staff 
who made a difference in their elementary school experience. 
While fifth graders walked through the halls, each class of 
Bobcats stood outside and applauded in celebration of their 
hard work. The event was simple but deeply moving, as 
students paused to express appreciation before heading off to 
middle school. Principal Meredith Dolley shared that “the event 
is such a symbol of community, as our youngest Bobcats get to 
say thank you to these fifth grade leaders; for they have left our 
school better than when they came.”

These various end-of-year traditions highlight what makes 
our district special: strong relationships, a commitment 
to growth at every stage, and a deep sense of community. 
As we close out the year, we celebrate not just academic 
achievements, but the connections and memories that make 
school truly meaningful.

A s the school year winds down, campuses across the 
Lafayette School District are filled with joy, reflection, and 
meaningful traditions that celebrate the incredible growth 

of our students — from our youngest learners to those about to 
graduate from high school and move on to new adventures. 

At the Lafayette School District’s Early Intervention 
Preschool, families gathered to honor a major milestone: 
preschool graduation. Our youngest students beamed with 
pride as they sang songs, received certificates, and posed 
for photos with their teachers. For many, this marks the first 
of many graduations — and a powerful reminder of the 
importance of early learning. 

The EI team reflected on the day: “As a special education 
early childhood team, we have the sweet privilege to work with 
our youngest, most impacted students and their families. During 
our year-end celebration, we include families by bringing them 
into our circle time setting. Our celebration strives to create 
community and belonging for our students and families.”

Meanwhile, each of our district’s elementary campuses was 
abuzz with energy as graduating high school seniors returned 
for their Graduation Walkthroughs. Dressed in their caps and 
gowns, these former students were met with cheers, applause, 
and signs from younger students and former teachers. 

End-of-Year Traditions 
Across the District

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Graduating seniors walk the halls of Happy Valley — a heartwarming tradition 
celebrated at all district elementary schools.

CELEBRATING  
GROWTH, GRATITUDE, 

AND NEW BEGINNINGS:

STUDENT LIFE: IN MEMORY

Rochford
R E A L  E S T A T E

Find Out What Your Home is Worth

BRIAN ROCHFORD
925.285.0439
brian@rochfordrealestate.com
@rochford_realestate
DRE#01470068

Curated 
solutions for 
your unique 
real estate 

needs

I N  A  S M A L L  V I L L A G E  in Ghana, a new K–8 school recently opened 
— and it carries a name that means a lot to the Gilson family.

The Kelly Jean Gilson School was named in honor of Kelly 
Gilson, who was raised in Lafayette and had a heart for service 
from a young age. While studying international relations at 
the College of Charleston, she participated in a study abroad 
program in Ghana in 2018, working closely with faculty from 
the college and the Medical University of South Carolina. 
During her time there, she formed connections with students 
and communities and made a lasting impression.

Even while navigating health challenges following an 
injury, Kelly remained deeply committed to both her education 
and her humanitarian work. Before her passing in 2021 at 
age 26, she had already volunteered in seven countries across 
four continents, including Nicaragua, Honduras, Lebanon, 
Cambodia, and Ghana. At home, she gave her time to the Bay 
Area Crisis Nursery and partnered with her father, Mike, 
to help design a memorial outside the Lafayette Veterans 
Memorial Center. The monument honors 26 Contra Costa 
County service members lost since 9/11 — a project especially 
meaningful to Mike, a U.S. Air Force veteran.

Kelly often spoke about how fortunate she felt to grow up 
in Lafayette and saw it as her responsibility to help others who 
didn’t have the same advantages. “She truly lived her values,” 
say her parents, Mike and Cathy, who hope to visit the school to 
see firsthand how their daughter’s spirit endures.

Kelly’s legacy continues not only through the school 
in Ghana but also through the Kelly Jean Gilson Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship at the College of Charleston. The fund 
supports study abroad opportunities for students who share 
Kelly’s passion for international travel and service.

Kelly Jean Gilson’s 
Global Spirit Lives On
PHOTOS PROVIDED

The Dedication ceremony for the new Kelly Jean Gilson School, April 2025.

Special thanks to Realtor Brian Rochford of Rochford Real Estate 
for sponsoring our Student Life section.

Kelly with students in Ghana during her 2018 study abroad program.

969 Moraga Road in La Fiesta Square • 925-284-9616
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LAFAYETTE COMMUNITY DAY

Presented by the 
Community Foundation of 
Lafayette in collaboration 
with the City of Lafayette 
and the Lafayette Chamber 
of Commerce.

THANK YOU ALL 
FOR MAKING THE 
4TH ANNUAL A 
BIG SUCCESS!

PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, BLUEGOO 
PHOTOGRAPHY (UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE)

On May 3rd, 
nearly 300 
of us came 
together for 
a special 
day of 
service and 
celebration! 
A hearty 
thank you 
to our 

Leading Sponsors: Republic Services 
and PG&E; 20+ nonprofit organizations; 
Event Sponsors: MCE, Wallace Advisory, 
Comprehensive Wellness, RecycleSmart, 
Minuteman Press Lafayette, BlueGoo 
Photography, and Greet Lafayette; 
Caterers: Rancho Cantina and the 
Sideboard Lafayette; Band: Random 
Nature; the many different companies 
and individuals who provided in-kind 
donations and services; and to all of you 
who volunteered!

To see more photos, go to 
lafayettecommunityday.org. 

Youth Homes project

Niroop, City Manager playing on 
the green

Ford, Sideboard Lafayette & Karen

Kathy & Ann (2025 Citizen of 
the Year!)

LCD committee members, Karen 
(co-chair) & Suzy

Stella & Grace, AARD enthusiasts!

A special thank you to Realtors Stella Tsakonas and Stephanie Mull 
for sponsoring the Meet Your Neighbor section

City project (photo provided) A family of pickers!

Republic Services & Lafayette Litterati project (photo provided)

Lamorinda Village project (photo provided)

Old Betsy & friends

Cheryl, Michele & PatrickThe Safety & Sustainability Station, sponsored 
by MCE with subject experts (provided photo)

Nearly 2,000 pounds of food 
collected! (photo provided)

Police Chief Williams 
& Nico Tzikas, Rancho 
Cantina (photo provided)

Sarah, PG&E

Sara, Chamber; Susan, Mayor & LCD committee member; Christine, LCD 
committee co-chair; & Rhonda, Community Foundation of Lafayette

Random Nature
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925-440-6521  |  www.mindfulconstructioninc.com

Design &
Build your

Outdoor 
Dream!

CSLB License - #1105906

2D & 3D Designs  |  Pavers & Pathways
Concrete  |  Turf & Sod  |  Pergolas

Outdoor Kitchens  |  Decks, Fences & Gates
Lighting  |  Softscape

Support Excellence: Your
Donation Funds Future Grants
cflafayette.org/donate-now

KEEPING LAFAYETTE COMFORTABLE FOR OVER 25 YEARS

ELEVATE YOUR HOME WITH SMARTER SYSTEMS

(925) 778-1335
hvacenergysolutions.com

Call for details

H E A T I N G  &  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

$87 HVAC 
SERVICE 

with Sign up 
of Smart 

Membership
($130 value)

Sign Up For Our
Smart Membership
Prevent costly breakdowns
High efficiency, low utility bills

Schedule a FREE
Consultation!
Monthly/Hourly Options
925.477.7318
anurseinthefamily.net

Cheryl Ringo, RN
Concierge Care

Management 

• Professional medical advocacy at appointments
• Healthcare decision support
• Personalized care coordination
• Future planning assistance

A NURSE IN THE FAMILY
Your advocate. Your peace of mind.

Navigate healthcare complexity with a dedicated 
advocate by your side.

www.lamorindataxes.com • (925) 322-2996
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3559 MT. DIABLO BLVD.
#201 LAFAYETTE, CA

alanaflamebeauty.com
info@alanaflamebeauty.com

IG: alanaflamebeautyBOOK NOW

20% OFF 
YOUR FIRST 
SERVICE 
Cannot be combined
with other offers. Limit one 
coupon per customer.

Alana Flame Beauty
your cozy local beauty boutique

Waxing | Makeup | Tinting | Lash Lift
Brow Lamination | Classic Lash Extensions

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TEXT: 925.205.0727

At Bentley, students develop deep intellectual curiosity 
and profound awareness of their responsibilities as 
citizens. Though each will embark on a unique path,  
every graduate shares the knowledge that they can  

K-8 Campus, Oakland  
510-843-2512 

Learn more at: bentleyschool.org/admissions
9-12 Campus, Lafayette

925-900-4038

WE CHALLENGE STUDENTS
To Think Beyond Themselves



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Dr. William Ting, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist 
and Mohs Surgeon

2262 Camino Ramon
San Ramon, CA 94583
Text/Tel: (925) 328-0255

500 Alfred Noble Drive, #185
Hercules, CA 94547
Text/Tel: (510) 669-5700

Email: staff@CalDermCare.com
www.DrWilliamTing.com

Visit www.DrWilliamTing.com
for an extensive list of medical, surgical, and cosmetic treatments, product lines, lasers, 

and therapies offered. Schedule your free consultation appointment today!

W H E R E  B E A U T Y  &  H E A L T H Y  S K I N  M E E T

Ellacor with Micro-Coring Technology is the first and only device of its kind that removes skin on the 
microscale with 90% of patients showing an improvement in the appearance of moderate to severe wrinkles.

A New Non-Surgical Solution for Wrinkles

A Publication for the Residents  
of Lafayette


