
Barton Creek

MARCH 2024

MEET THE

DREWETT 
FAMILY!



Stroll Barton Creek       32       March 2024



Stroll Barton Creek       54       March 2024

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
neighborhood partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine 

possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

NURSERY / GARDEN CENTER
Leaf Landscape Supply

(512) 599-4500
leaflandscapesupply.com

PODIATRY / FOOT & ANKLE
Elite Foot and Ankle Associates

(512) 907-3100
EliteFootAustin.com

POOL AND SPA INSPECTION
A+ Pool Leak Detectives

(512) 431-6268
apoolleak.com

PORTRAIT ART
Kim Ortiz Portrait Art

(972) 814-9642
www.kimortiz.com

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Drewett Real Estate

(512) 576-6222
www.drewettrealestate.com

REAL ESTATE TEAM
Lisa & Susan Residential Group

Lisa Sexton
(512) 751-7321

lisaandsusanresidential.com

REALTOR
Jessica Stathos - Gottesman Residential

(512) 461-0026
gottesmanresidential.com

REALTOR – BROKER
Jim Smith Brokerage

(830) 890-5080

SKINCARE & WAXING
The Waxing Studio

(512) 775-2169
thewaxingstudio.com

SURFACE PROTECTION & REFINISHING
Hill Country Stone Care

(737) 444-5869
HillCountryStoneCare.com

TITLE COMPANY
Heritage Title Co
(512) 329-3900

heritagetitleofaustin.com

TRAVEL ADVISOR/TRAVEL CONCIERGE
Heather Hodes Travel

(512) 468-1669
www.heatherhodestravel.com

WINE STORAGE
Vintage Wine Storage

(512) 886-3288
vintagewinestorage.com

ASSISTED LIVING/MEMORY CARE
Querencia at Barton Creek

(512) 610-9401
www.querenciabartoncreek.com

ASSISTED LIVING/RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
Longleaf Bee Cave

(512) 877-5323
3936 South FM 620 Road

Austin, TX 78738
www.longleafbeecave.com

AUTO - HIGH PERFORMANCE LUXURY DEALER
Ferrari of Austin

austin.ferraridealers.com

BANK / MORTGAGE / FINANCIAL SERVICES
Amarillo National Bank- Austin

(512) 347-1959
ANB.com

BATHROOM FIXTURES
KOHLER Signature Store

(512) 382-7939
9503 Research Blvd Suite 600

Austin, TX 78759
www.kohler.com

BBQ RESTAURANT
County Line BBQ
(512) 327-1959
CountyLine.com

BEAUTY SALON
Spruce Salon Austin

(512) 402-9992
sprucesalonaustin.com

BLINDS - WINDOW TREATMENTS - SHUTTERS
Austin Window Fashions

(512) 836-3388
11100 Metric Blvd, Suite 700

Austin, TX 78758
www.austinwindowfashions.com/

window-treatments-austin/

CONCIERGE SERVICES
Haney Home Concierge

(512) 851-8720
www.haneyhomeconcierge.com

CUSTOM WOODWORKING/FURNITURE
3 Grackles Design

(512) 298-2895
3grackles.com

ELECTRIC
KW Electric

(737) 213-0480
kwelectrictx.com

FENCING SOLUTIONS
Sierra Fence

(512) 522-6008
sierrafencetx.com

FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Collective Advisors

(512) 467-1923
www.collectiveadvisors.com

FINE ART
Lotus Gallery

(512) 474-1700
www.lotusasianart.com

HANDYMAN
Ace Handyman Services West Austin

(737) 263-4500
AceHandymanServices.com

HOME AUTOMATION & SECURITY
Cordon Connect
(512) 745-2922

www.cordonconnect.com

INDOOR GOLF
ROK Golf ATX

(512) 856-4653
www.rokgolf.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
State Farm - Steve Vinklarek

(512) 452-0214
steveinsures.com

INSURANCE BROKER
Whorton Ins Services

WhortonINS.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Breathe Design Studio

(512) 994-0350
www.breathedesignstudio.com

LANDSCAPING
Garden Goat

(512) 240-2287
www.gardengoat.com

LUXURY REAL ESTATE
Kacy Dolce - Kuper Sotheby’s Realty

(512) 426-1865
KacyDolce.KuperRealty.com

Spend More Time Making
Memories This Summer
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Contact 
Us

We would love to hear from you! Please feel 
free to reach out to us with any questions, 
suggestions, or contributions you may 
have. Your feedback is invaluable in shaping 
the future of our community publication.

Follow us on Instagram: 
Stay up to date with the 
latest news, events,  
and highlights by 
following us on 
Instagram. Connect 

with us @stroll_barton_creek to stay 
up to date on neighborhood happenings! 

We are eager to connect with you and 
look forward to collaborating on stories, 
events, and community highlights. 
Together, let’s continue to make our 
publication a true reflection of Barton 
Creek’s vibrant spirit.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us 
at any time. Your input is instrumental 
in making this publication a valuable 
resource for our community.

Best regards,

Stroll Barton Creek Team

MEET THE TEAM 

KIM ORTIZ
Cover Photographer
kim@kimortiz.com

512.817.4996 

BONNIE SMITH
Publisher

bonnie.smith@n2co.com
830.428.6011

JITKA SMITH
Editor

jitka.smith@n2co.com
970.510.6261

BAYLIE BEEBE
Event Photographer

bayliebphotography@gmail.com
512.771.1451

ANASTASIA STRATE
Photographer

info@anastasiastrate.com
435.339.9666

CADY ELIZABETH 
Photographer

cadyelizabeth44@gmail.com
512.284.4680

SMITH
Jim

B R O K E R A G E
Unlocking Success in Real Estate

Broker, CPA, and Developer Expertise. Specializing 
in Complex Transactions, Like-Kind Exchanges,

and Tax Solutions. 

Your Trusted Partner for
Real Estate Excellence.

Residential, Commercial, and Ranch
210-709-5350

CONNECT YOUR HOME
Your Vision. Our Expertise.

www.cordonconnect.com | (512) 745-2922

Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2024 The N2 Company, Inc.

strollmag.com DISCLAIMER: This publication is owned by The N2 Company and is not affiliated 
with or sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners association. Articles and 
advertisements in this publication and opinions expressed therein do not necessarily 
reflect the views of N2 but remain solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid 
advertisements contained within this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2.
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Visiting 
Ireland

Where did you go? Ireland
When did you go? August 2023
How long were you away? 21 days

Is there a special reason why you chose this 
destination? Ireland has many fond memories for my 
husband and I’ve always wanted to go.

Did you celebrate a special occasion during your trip 
(e.g., anniversary, birthday)? 
No, but I cannot wait to share everything with my 
sister and her husband, Allan. I would love to give 
them an Ireland experience with all of our pictures 
and our impressions!

What was the primary goal or theme of your vacation? 
To soak in the sights, sounds and culture of Ireland.

Did you try any special cuisine or local dishes unique to 
the destination? We ate locally sourced food everywhere 
at the best restaurants. Bastion restaurant in Kinsale was 
unique with its 15 mini-courses paired with wine.

What activities did you do while on vacation? We rented 
a car, drove the mountain passes, and went around the 
entire island, including Ulster.

BY CAROLYN & PHIL GUISTOLISE

From Dublin 
to Inishmore

TRAVEL TALES

Gap of Dunloe

The Burren Neolithic Tomb

Europe Hotel in Killarney, Ireland - Such a lovely view this hotel had!

Kitty O’Shea’s Pub in Kinsale, Ireland - We found a friend in this picture! Her name is 
Dee Dee and everyone in the pub knew all the songs the band played-so much fun!
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 Luxury Travel Advisor

It's time to turn dreams into reality.
Where will you go first?

COLLABORATION FOR YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS

Can you share a memorable encounter or interaction you 
had with the locals? Sunday session at Brazen Head in 
Dublin at 3:30pm; the pub has been opened since 1198, 
making it the oldest pub in Dublin. There we met, drank and 
sang with three lovely widows from Dublin-our new best 
friends! As we were leaving, we met an older gent who sang 
us a song he wrote about the fireman on 9/11 in NYC. The 
two of us stood on the sidewalk crying as he sang this lovely 
melody of such a sad time.

What aspects of the local culture left a lasting impression on 
you? Everyone was extremely friendly everywhere!

What was the most unexpected thing that happened during 
your trip? I got to visit two World Heritage sites that were 
amazing: Giant’s Causeway & Newgrange.

Describe a unique or off-the-beaten-path experience you had. 
The GPS kept taking us on L roads-they look like trails/alleys. 
They had grass growing in the middle of the tire tracks.

What was your favorite part about the vacation, 
and why? The carriage ride at the Gap of Dunloe in 
Killarney National Park.

Were there any disappointing parts of the trip, and 
how did you overcome them? Both of our pieces of 
luggage were lost at the beginning of the trip. We kept 
calling the airport for updates and it took me three 
days to get mine, and Phil’s took five days to get his. 
Meanwhile we went shopping in Waterford to get a 
miniature wardrobe for both of us!

If given the opportunity, would you go back to the 
same destination? Absolutely and then some more 
places we didn’t get to.

Do you have any recommendations or travel tips for 
someone planning to visit this area? Bring a carry-on 
and handwash clothes as needed. Also, never pack your 
blood pressure medicines in your checked bag.

Can you share a piece of advice or a travel hack you 
learned from this trip? Always pack a carry-on and 
keep your luggage in sight on the way to Ireland. Also, 
be open to unexpected changes and just go with the 
flow! There are so many things to see and do in Ireland!

Is there anything else you’d like to add? Always rent a 
car with GPS and plan a side trip to Inishmore to buy a 
local sweater!

Do you have any plans for future travel adventures, 
and if so, where do you hope to go next? 
England, Wales and Scotland!

Newgrange - We saw the inside of Newgrange; nary a leak happens with the placement of rocks for the structure. The beautiful individual 
stones at the bottom of the structure have pictures engraved in them and no one can decipher them to this day. Incredible!

Brazen Head Pub - In Dublin this oldest pub has been there since 1198, the best sessions there ever! There was an 80 year old woman asked to sing - she was wonderful!

Giant's Causeway World Heritage Site - These hexagon shaped rocks burst through the 
earth; some are brown, some are black, a site to see!

Rock of Cashel - Kinsale, Ireland

Did you just come back from a vacation? For those rare times in the year when 
living in Barton Creek is not pure heaven, where do you go? Let us know at jitka.
smith@n2co.com!



Stroll Barton Creek       1312       March 2024

3601 William Cannon Dr., Suite 125, Austin TX 78749

512-775-2169

Voted the best waxing salon in Austin.
Specializing in both male and female, full body waxing.

OFFERING A VARIETY OF SKIN CARE

Crafting exquisite landscapes tailored to your 
desires. Enhancing outdoor spaces with skilled 

craftsmanship. Call for a free estimate.

hello@gardengoat.com | (512) 240-2287 | www.gardengoat.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & BUILD

www.kwelectrictx.comKW ELECTRIC
R E S I D E N T I A L  •  C O M M E R C I A L

CALL
(737) 213-0480
now to speak with one of

our experts!

TRUSTED
ELECTRICIAN
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

From replacing plugs and switches, repairing wiring and 
installing a variety of circuits to installing whole house standby 

generators and Electric Vehicle charging stations.

From our factory-direct custom wood shutters,
made right here in Texas, to our collections
of North American made Hunter Douglas blinds,
shades & drapery.

WITH PREMIUM WINDOW TREATMENTS
ELEVATE YOUR SPACE

Get To Know Us!
AustinWindowFashions.com • (512) 836-3388
11100 Metric Blvd, Suite 700 Austin, TX 78758

*Some Exclusions Apply.

SCAN FOR
MORE INFO

FREE INSTALLATION
on Jobs $2500 or More!
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WHAT DOES YOUR 
NOSE KNOW?

RETAIL • WHOLESALE
5 Acres of Plants 

Get 20% OFF your 
sale with this ad*

*Retail only. One per household. 13292 POND SPRINGS RD • 5700 W HIGHWAY 290 AUSTIN

512-599-4500
LeaflandscapeSupply.com

 Stay 
Tuned.

Something COOL is 
coming up for our 

Barton Creek 
followers.

Sense of smell is one of our oldest, in terms of evolution. Scent 
information from our nose bypasses usual brain circuitry and 
registers without us being consciously aware. Crucial for a 
pre-modern human’s survival, and we are learning, for human 
well-being even today. March is a fantastic time to bring these 
healing scents into your environment and Leaf Landscape 
Supply is here to help!

Almost all plants have a scent; sometimes it’s just green; 
sometimes much more. Is there a particular scent that brings 
to mind pleasant childhood memories? Incorporate it into your 
space! We invite you to come “smell your way through” Leaf 
and find treasures that brighten your spirits!

Large trees like magnolia, evergreen and deciduous, are 
reminiscent of citrus. Other smaller trees, like Anacacho Orchid 
and mountain laurel, have fragrant blooms also. In addition, 
Crape myrtle’s summer and fall blooms often have a scent too.

Wax myrtle, both the full and dwarf size, leaves are spicy 
when brushed against. Smaller, evergreen, scented shrubs like 
Abelia and roses are often planted around established homes. 
Pittosporum and sweet viburnums, Austin favorites, are also 

BY MAREN DAVIS, LEAF 
LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

LAWN & GARDEN

excellent choices to remind ourselves – and the next generation 
of home. 

Nolina, agave, and yucca have scented blooms, 
recalling warm walks through our native desert 
landscapes. Salvia greggii, rosemary, and the unscented, 
but glorious, Mexican Feather grass are right at home in 
this type of landscape installation.

Try Star Jasmine, Carolina Jessamine, wisteria, or Lady 
Banks rose, trailing or on trellising to bring memorable scents to 
our feet, and overhead! Fill in sunny areas at the base with other 
aromatics like oregano, santolina, or mint. Use fragrant phlox 
for areas with some shade.

Grasses can be a treat for the nose too! Evergreen Acorus 
leaves have a sweet scent when bruised and lemon grass has a 
citrus scent and helps with mosquito control!

Some ground covers are scented. Creeping thyme and 
phlox, or chamomile are great low growing choices. For 
something a bit taller use catmint, lamb’s ear or cheddar pinks. 
Use alyssum for an annual groundcover or try a low growing 
petunia or sweet william!

Even fruit trees can have aromatic flowers from lightly 
scented apples to heady like Meyer Lemon!

Strictly a container gardener? We’ve got your scent! 
Use a larger item, add in medium, and finish with renewable 
annuals! Group items that have the same water and sunlight 
requirements for ease of care. How about trailing rosemary, 
gaura, and petunia in a large pot? Or lemon grass, marigolds, 
and thyme in three pots. Just combine the desired look or 
advantage with plant requirements and you are good to go!

To help you incorporate those bright “nose” spots, Leaf 
Landscape Supply stocks many varieties and sizes to choose 
from. Large, small, and in between. And, the pots to put them 
in! Remember to mulch and fertilize established plants to keep 
them healthy, beautiful, and smelling like you remember!

Visit by yourself, with companions, or your landscaper, and our 
Leafies will get you headed in the right direction! We look forward 
to helping you!
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$894

Lotus Gallery o�ers a carefully curated selection of 
furniture, jewelry, sculpture, and art, celebrating 
beauty in all its forms. Our collection spans 
millennia, continents, and cultures, connecting 
the human experience through a shared aesthetic. 

We specialize in signed pieces from renowned 
houses like Van Cleef and Arpels, Cartier, 
Ti�any & Co., Bvlgari, and Buccellati, and also 
feature antique, tribal, and ancient jewelry.

1009 W. 6th St, Austin, TX
(512) 474-1700

LotusAsianArt.com

12101 Bee Caves Rd #5g

512.402.9992
    @sprucesalonatx

Trend-forward, team-based salon 
with passionate, educated stylists. 
We use 100% vegan products and 
are a Green Circle-certified salon.

Wish your neighbors 
were reading about your 
company right now?

Email the publisher of this magazine for details 
on print and digital advertising packages.
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Dear Barton Creek Residents,

Get ready for an exciting lineup of 
upcoming social events! Join us for an 
opportunity to connect with familiar 
faces, make new friends, and enjoy 
fantastic door prizes generously 
provided by local businesses and 
sponsors of this publication.

Do you own a business and would 
like to contribute a prize for the 
drawing? Please let us know! 

TIME TO TREAT YOURSELF! 
DATE: Thursday, April 18th
VENUE: Teeter Residence
SERVICE: Belladonna  
Concierge Aesthetics
TREATMENTS: free B12 and  
free NAD+ shots 
EXTRAS: Food & Drinks
ADDRESS: 7501 Loasa Cove,  
Barton Creek
TIME: 6pm

FREE YOGA CLASS 
DATE: Tuesday, March 26th
TIME: 10:30am
VENUE: Serasana
Plus tea tasting after class!
ADDRESS: 15500 State Hwy 71 Ste 
B-250, Austin, TX 78738

HERB PLANTING WORKSHOP 
DATE: TBD
LOCATION: Barton Creek - let us know 
if you would like to host!
LEAD BY: Ariel Himes, owner of Cozy 
Garden Co

FINANCIAL WISDOM SEMINAR 
DATE: TBD
LOCATION: Barton Creek - let us know 
if you would like to host!
LEAD BY: Collective Advisors
TOPICS: Unlock the secrets of financial 
success with expert insights. Stay tuned 
for more details!

PASSPORT TO ADVENTURE:  
TRAVEL SEMINAR 
DATE: TBD
LOCATION: Barton Creek - let us know 
if you would like to host!
LEAD BY: Heather Hodes, Travel Expert
TOPICS: Explore exciting destinations and 
travel tips. Stay tuned for more details!

Please note that these events are by 
invitation only, exclusively for the 
residents of Barton Creek. We kindly 
request your RSVP as soon as possible 
to secure your spot. Space is limited, so 
be sure to reserve your place early.

RSVP details: jitka.smith@n2co.
com. We can’t wait to see you there!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

RSVP TODAY TO JOIN US 
AT THESE UPCOMING EVENTS!

FAMILY OWNED
FENCE EXPERTS

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
WITH OVER 28 YEARS

OF EXPERIENCE

FAMILY OWNED
FENCE EXPERTS

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
WITH OVER 28 YEARS

OF EXPERIENCE

sierrafencetx.com
info@sierrafencetx.com

Call for a free estimate now!
(512) 522-6008

Residential · Commercial
Ranch Fencing · Wood Privacy Fencing

Wrought Iron Fences · Pool Fencing · Handrails
Chain link Fencing · Cedar Split Rail Fences

Custom Wood Fence · Automatic Gate Installation



Stroll Barton Creek       2120       March 2024

Don’t miss any events and special programs! Email us 
with your email address and cell phone number so you 
are on our priority list!

Nestled in the heart of Lakeway, 
The Grove offers not just a meal 
but an experience. Recently, our 
group had the pleasure of dining 
at this exquisite establishment, 
indulging in a delightful array of 
crabcakes, meatballs, assorted 
bruschettas, and oysters. What 
made our evening truly special 
was the private dining room 
that accommodated our group, 
providing a wonderful view and 
the option to open up the wall of 
windows to the inviting patio. As 
if that wasn’t enough, the sight of 
a sleek Ferrari parked by the main 
entrance set the stage for a night of 
elegance and culinary indulgence.

The Grove Lakeway’s private 
dining room is a hidden gem, 
perfect for hosting large groups 
or special events. Offering a 
charming view, this exclusive 
space adds a touch of intimacy to 
any occasion. The ability to open 
the wall of windows to the patio 
creates an inviting ambiance, 
making it an ideal setting for a 
memorable gathering.

The evening was further 
elevated by the sight of a luxurious 
Ferrari gracefully parked by the 

main entrance. Additionally, our 
group was treated to an exciting 
array of door prizes, including 
an exquisite cutting board from 
Wil Kirwan, the owner of 3 
Grackles Design, a gift card for 
a photography session with Kim 
Ortiz, orthopedic inserts from Dr. 
Nolaska, and a delightful gift basket 
from Erik with Hill Country Stone 
Care. These unexpected surprises 
added an extra layer of excitement 
to an already memorable night.

The Grove Wine Bar & Kitchen 
masterfully combines culinary 
excellence with a breathtaking 
atmosphere. From the delectable 
crabcakes to the panoramic views, 
supercar elegance, and thoughtful 
door prizes, each element 
contributes to an unforgettable 
dining experience. 

Whether you’re a local or just 
passing through, The Grove is a 
culinary gem that promises not 
only a fantastic meal but also a 
feast for the eyes and unexpected 
delights. We left with satisfied 
taste buds, cherished memories, 
and a collective agreement that 
we’ll be back!

PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY KIM ORTIZ 
PORTRAIT ART // 
512-817-4996

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Our diverse group of diners had 
unique perspectives on what 
made The Grove Lakeway a 

standout experience:

“The view is gorgeous!”
-GILBERT ZAMORA

“Meeting new friends and  
fantastic appetizers.”

-KATHLEEN HUFF

 “Socializing, view, and the menu.”
-AURORA ZAMORA

“The Mushroom Brucetta stole  
the show.”

-CHRISTINE HO, INTERIOR DESIGNER  
WITH BREATHE

“Cocktails with a view.”
-CAROLYN GUISTOLISE

 “The great food and the view were 
equally captivating.”

-KIM ORTIZ, PHOTOGRAPHER

 “My favorite wine is Ponga.”
-DR. NOLASKA SOULIOTIS, ELITE FOOT 

AND ANKLE ASSOCIATES

“The view and location  
are unmatched.”

-MELIS MUHUGUN, FERRARI OF AUSTIN

“The view and the flights of wine. 
It’s like having your own wine 

tasting! I love this place!”
-BONNIE SMITH, AREA DIRECTOR STROLL 

BARTON CREEK

Culinary Bliss, 
Spectacular 
Views, 
Supercar 
Elegance, and 
Prizes Galore: 
A Delightful 
Evening at The 
Grove Lakeway

Wil Kirwan, 
owner of 3 
Grackles 
Design 
handing a 
cutting board 
to a raffle 
winner.

Erik Davis and Matt 
Spain of Hill Country 
Stone Care
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How long have you lived in this 
house/neighborhood? 
We’ve been here for 2 1/2 years.

Why/how did you decide to move 
to Barton Creek? 
After residing downtown for many 
years and constructing a home on 
S. 1st Street in 2015, we returned 
to our Austin home in 2020 
following a brief stint in NYC. The 
decision to find a larger home to 
accommodate our growing family 
was driven by the desire for more 
space. Although we initially loved 
the Westlake area, our search 
led us to Barton Creek, where we 
discovered a home that met all 
our criteria – a friendly family 
neighborhood, proximity to a golf 
course, an excellent school next 
door, and so much more!

What attracted you to this 
particular home when you first 
saw it? 
We were drawn to the bright and 
open layout, as well as the perfect 
natural light. We were excited to 
have a pool for the kids. Seeing 
that the house was recently 
renovated made the move easy, 
even with a then 3-year-old girl 
and twin boys on the way.

What is your favorite room/
feature in the house and why? 
Our backyard sunsets are 
absolutely stunning. Whether 
enjoying them with the kids in 
the summer from the pool or with 
a cocktail and a comfortable seat 
in the fall and winter, it’s our 
favorite spot.

Have you undertaken any 
renovations or improvements to 
your home? 
Not yet! When we moved in, we 
were expecting twins and so we 
quickly settled into our recently 
renovated home (renovated by 
previous owners).

Are there any specific design 
elements or decor choices that 
reflect your personal style? 
Clean, minimal, bright and airy.

What are your favorite family 
traditions or memories from the 
area/neighborhood? 
We love taking our golf cart to the 
country club and St. Gabriel’s to 
drop off our kids in the mornings. 
Halloween is absolutely fantastic in 
our neighborhood. We love going 
weekly to see the fake snow at the 
Omni during the month  
of December

Do you participate in any 
neighborhood activities or events 
(e.g., pickleball, tennis, golf)? 
Yes, Jeremy is an avid golfer, and 
I enjoy playing tennis. We love to 
play pickleball with friends at the 
pickleball socials in the spring and 
summer. Our daughter is part of 
the swim team and junior tennis, 
while our twin boys love riding on 
the golf cart with daddy and will be 
out on the course swinging clubs in 
no time! 

What do you like most about 
living in Barton Creek, and what 
amenities or local attractions do 
you appreciate the most? 
We absolutely love the location, 
neighbors, and overall community 
feel that Barton Creek offers. 
The interaction among the 
neighborhood, club, and schools 
creates a cohesive community. 
Seeing friends at dinner, 
encountering neighbors at the 
club, and running into friends 
at the Barton Creek Market 
(affectionately called “the bodega” 
by our 6-year-old) contribute to a 
vibrant community experience.

Welcome to 8905 Chalk Knoll Drive!
HOME OF THE MONTH

Would you like to have your home featured in an 
upcoming issue or would you like to nominate one of 
your neighbors? Every home featured will receive a 
special rate for surface cleaning by Hill Country Stone 
Care. Email jitka.smith@n2co.com now!

BY BRITTANY DRISCOLL

©Jen 
Dillender 
Photograhpy
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 LOCAL OWNED AND OPERATED
FOR MORE INFORMATION

SCAN HERE

We're just down 
the street to help 
you get back to 
feeling great!

MLS® Laser
Dealing with physical ailments or 
injuries that hinder mobility and 
diminish quality of life?

Swift pain reduction
Potent anti-inflammatory action
Enhanced blood circulation
Accelerated recovery for:
   •  Sprains and strains
   •  Restoration of injured regions’ structure and function
   •  Reduction of swelling in areas like wounds and ulcers

NOLASKA SOULIOTIS, DPM,FACFAS
ANA URUKALO, DPM,FACFAS

elitefootaustin.com | 512-907-3100
4900 Bee Creek Rd | Building 2 Suite 201

Advantages of MLS Laser Therapy:
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What is your business and how/
why did you start your business? I 
am a Virtuoso CERTIFIED Luxury 
Travel Advisor. I started my business 
because I believe in honoring my 
family, community and clients through 
connection to the world by providing 
transformative, travel experiences.

How many people does the company employ? Heather Hodes 
Travel is an Affiliate of Largay - one of the first travel agencies 
under the Virtuoso Consortium umbrella. Under my direct 
brand of Heather Hodes Travel, there is me, my assistant and 
my client relations team that help me with all aspects of my 
clients’ travel when I’m traveling myself.

How long has it been in business? 2 years

Describe what do you specialize in: Honestly - I do it all, but 
I book a ton of family and multi-generational travel around 
the globe. I’ve sent clients all over the world including 
Europe, Africa, Asia, South America, The Caribbean and all 
over North America.

Describe what your company does/services you offer: I am a 
Virtuoso Certified Luxury Travel Advisor and that allows me 
access to an invitation-only network of partners from around 
the globe that assist me in creating dream and bucket-list 
travel that is designed specifically for you. By listening to your 
hopes and dreams that fulfill the adventures and journeys 
you long to pursue, I leverage my relationships to provide you 
the ultimate in luxury travel. I value you as a VIP and look 
forward to offering you insider perks and privileges as a result 
of our collaboration. 

I specialize in creating customized, bespoke proposals 
that match your travel desires. On average, I spend 25 hours 

working on a trip from initial discussion through your arrival 
back home. This involves your initial consultation and 
discussion of your trip dreams and expectations, time spent 
researching, developing, and revising a proposal to create 
the perfect customized itinerary, booking and managing all 
components, and support while traveling.

What is unique about your business? My VCTA certification 
and investment allowed me to gain a competitive edge for 
personal and professional success in luxury travel. This 
elevated process to travel advising provides a structure that 
allows me to build my entire working life around. Fewer than 

10% of all Virtuoso Advisors have this Certification and 
Distinction. In addition, my affiliation with Largay 

Travel opens doors for myself and clients that few 
other advisors have access to.

What are some of your favorite projects to 
work on? Sending a mother and daughter 
Duo on a “Harry Styles Pilgrimage” last 
summer where they followed in the 
footsteps of Harry: including experiencing 
where his Amalfi Coast Video “Golden” 

was filmed and a visit to his hometown of 
Holmes Chapel then off to watch him perform 

in concert for their 13th time at Wembley!  
Such fun! 
I have also loved sending clients to The 

Galapagos Islands, African Safari as well as sending 
honeymooners to The Maldives. I have the best job in  
the world!

What was the biggest challenge so far? 
While I do have amazing travel opportunities, most people don’t 
realize the tremendous amount of hard work and minutia there 
is “behind the scenes”. The amount of travel software I utilize 
(SABER, AXUS, Clientbase, Travel Joy, Calendly, Grasp Agent, 
Calendly, etc…) requires a tremendous amount of learning and 
constant updating to keep up with the necessary technology.

Where do you see yourself in 5 years? Definitely still travel 
planning for clients, but I would also like to be able to plan 
educational trips specifically for other travel professionals as 
that is the way we learn our product most thoroughly.

Given your business expertise and the nature of what you do, 
what advice can you offer to the residents? The relationships 
between travel professionals is pure gold. The contacts 
and network we have to offer directly assists our clients 
with perks, benefits and upgrades. Those relationships and 
subsequent ability to offer unparalleled service and value to 
our clients can never be replicated by call centers or online 
travel booking situations.

What else should we know about you, your family, or your 
business? My goal by 2025 is to have visited all 7 continents!

COMPANY NAME: Heather Hodes Travel
WEBSITE: www.heatherhodestravel.com
PHONE NUMBER: 512.468.1669
EMAIL: heather@heatherhodestravel.com
BUSINESS ADDRESS: 1309 Kittansett Cove ATX 78746

YOUR FAVORITES 
Activities/Hobbies: Travel (of course!), hiking Barton Creek 
greenbelt behind my house, karaoke with my friends and family, 
attending the University of Texas sporting events, walking Town 
Lake (now Ladybird Lake).

Restaurants: So many of my old ATX Favs are gone, but the 
tried and true are: Matt’s, Green Pastures (now Mattie’s) and 
Ranch 616.

Vacation destination: Europe, Isla Mujeres off of Cancun and 
the Florida Gulf Coast - and about 50 other places LOL!

BY HEATHER HODES

Your virtuoso certified travel advisor

Meet 
Heather Hodes

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Sports teams: Of course, The Longhorns and also 
Villanova Basketball

TV show/Movie: Durrells in Corfu (you’ll immediately book a 
trip to Greece once you watch!) and Good Will Hunting

Music: Classic 70’s and 80’s Classic Country and Yacht Rock - 
the soundtrack of my childhood growing up in Austin.

Where did you grow up? I grew up right here in Lost 
Creek, Texas!

Where are you originally from? Austin, TX. I attended Eanes 
Elementary, Cedar Creek, Hill Country and graduated from 
Westlake High School - truly the good ole’ days and not a day 
goes by that I don’t run into someone from “back in the day”.

How long have you lived in the area? I’m a Unicorn! Pretty 
much my entire life - my family moved to Westlake in 1979. We 
watched Lost Creek Blvd up into Barton Creek neighborhood 
and 360 both dynamited out and the roads built.

What led you to move here? My family moved to Austin with 
my dad’s job with IBM in 1972.

Tell us a little more about you and your family. Ted and I met 
in college in 1991 and have been married for over 29 years! We 
have 5 children who all live here in Austin (yippee!): Will, Noah 
and Luke who have all graduated from college and are working 
here in town, Annabelle who is a senior at The University 
of Texas and is about to graduate with a BSN in nursing and 
Jerome (Romey) who is a junior at Westlake.

What are your favorite family traditions? My husband is one 
of 11 children and we have 55 kids between us. EVERY summer 
and for most spring breaks, we all vacation together. It’s 
incredible to have that much close, immediate family - my kids 
think they are the luckiest in the world to have that many close, 
1st cousins.

Tell us about the events that led up to where you are now 
(i.e. education, career path). I was a stay-at-home for many 
years with 5 kids - making amazing memories raising my 
children in the same neighborhood I grew up in and down the 
street from my parents.

In 2013, I got certified as a Group Fitness Instructor 
specializing in Cardio Dance and Barre. I learned the 
elements of marketing, bookkeeping, learning and creating 
new material and developing loyal clients during that 
time. Also, as an active volunteer and wife of a business 
owner, I found myself organizing and planning travel for 
family and friends, my own and my husband’s business 
trips, and our school and club sports trips. I decided to 
put all of that hard work and experience into work for 
myself and become a Virtuoso Certified Travel Advisor 
and Heather Hodes Travel was born!
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As you consider transferring your wealth 
to the next generation, you face the 
decision of gifting during your lifetime 
or leaving an inheritance after death. 
Several factors come into play, including 
estate taxes, real estate holdings, 
investments, and family business. In this 
article, we’ll explore the pros and cons of 
both options and their tax implications 
for you and your heirs.

Gifting to Heirs During Life 
If you plan to gift during your life, you 
must be comfortable relinquishing 
control. This can be challenging, 
especially for businesses or real estate 
that have been in the family for a long 
time. Gifting can cause conflicts, and 
heirs may need more time to prepare. 
If you’re considering gifting a business, 
you should decide who should receive it, 
whether it should be a gift, and whether 
you need some consideration to help fund 
your retirement. To evaluate whether 
general gifting is a good idea for your 
family, establish a goal for what you want 
your heirs to use the money for and then 
assess how they handle it.

Gift and Estate Taxes 
The IRS has set the Uniform Estate and 
Gift Tax Exemption amount at $13.61 
million for 2024. You could give away up 
to this amount tax-free anytime during 
your lifetime; anything above would be 

subject to estate taxes. Holding onto 
highly appreciating assets could be a 
good idea to avoid additional taxes. If 
you give away $10 million and it grows 
to $30 million, the growth would 
be subject to taxes if given later or 
bequeathed at death.

Income Taxes and Basis 
When transferring assets to a child or 
grandchild, it’s essential to consider the 
tax implications. Gifting an asset can help 
to reduce estate and income taxes, but it 
also comes with a downside: carryover 
basis. This means that the basis of the 
asset remains the same as when it was 
held by the giver. However, some assets 
make sense to gift them away, such as 
assets that are appreciating quickly. On 
the other hand, assets with a high basis 
in relation to their value might be better 
kept until death to take advantage of the 
step-up in basis.

Gifting and the Annual Gift Tax Exclusion 
The annual gift tax exclusion stipulates 
that you can give anyone up to $18,000 
a year that’s exempt from taxes, up from 
$15,000 in 2021. If you are married, your 
spouse can also give $18,000, for a total 
of $36,000. 

One of the benefits of lifetime 
giving is seeing what your kids and 
grandkids do with those assets. How do 
they manage them? Are they investing? 

Or are they wasting them? Does it 
make sense to transfer greater wealth? 
By giving in your lifetime, you can get a 
feel for who does a better job with the 
opportunity and see how they manage 
those gifts. 

Some gifts don’t count toward 
the annual gift tax exclusion. Some 
include paying for a child’s or 
grandchild’s tuition or medical bills. 
You must pay the tuition straight to 
the school or the bills straight to the 
medical facility, and you don’t have to 
report those for gift taxes. 

A Professional Can Help 
This is a complicated decision and 
one that is best made with the help 
of a trusted financial professional. 
Each person’s situation is unique, and 
exploring the best course for you is key.

If you’re ready to discuss your legacy, 
please get in touch with the Collective 
Advisors office to meet with our team. 
We’d be happy to schedule a time for you 
to meet via phone at 512-467-1923 or 
email at info@collectiveadvisors.com.

Collective Advisors | 3006 Bee Caves Rd. Suite A-200, Austin, 
TX 78746 
Investment advisory services offered through CWM, LLC, an 
SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Carson Partners, a division 
of CWM, LLC, is a nationwide partnership of advisors. 
For a comprehensive review of your personal situation, always 
consult with a tax or legal advisor.

ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY TOM 
FRIDRICH | SENIOR WEALTH 
PLANNER, CARSON GROUP
WITH INTRODUCTION AND 
ADAPTATIONS BY NOLAN MALONEY 
| ASSOCIATE ADVISOR AND VICE 
PRESIDENT OF OPERATIONS AT 
COLLECTIVE ADVISORS

TO 
GIVE 
NOW OR 
GIVE 
LATER?

FINANCIAL FITNESS

I often pause in admiration when a client tells me they want 
to start giving their money away. “What will I need it for? 
Can’t take it with me,” they say. As I smile and help celebrate 
this incredible act, my mind starts buzzing with everything 
that comes into play when someone gives their hard-earned 
money away. How can we help them do this strategically 
and intentionally without killing the joy of this stage of their 
life? Should we advise to gift the family home now so that 
the next generation can have a place to call home, or do we 
appeal to logic and respect the power of a step-up in basis? 
The humbling answer to this question is: We’re here to help 
our clients meet their goals - not ours.

We’ve worked with many clients over the years, 
and I can confidently say that they are all different. 
One commonality? Not a single one has wanted to be 
remembered for the size of their IRA. Many want their loved 
ones to cherish the time they spent together - something 
often made possible by being secure in retirement. Others 
want to know they’ve left a gift that will change someone’s 
life. The true power of a legacy is not in the dollars and 
cents, but in the joy and peace it brings to a person when 
they know they’ve accomplished what they set out to do. 
We’re here to listen, reason through it all, and help them get 
it done.

In this article, we aim to guide you through the nuances 
of gifting, examine the implications for both you and your 
heirs, and shed light on the intricate balance between 
financial strategy and the pursuit of meaningful legacies.



Stroll Barton Creek       3130       March 2024

Remarkably Thorough Pool InspectionsRemarkably Thorough Pool Inspections

CALL US FOR A POOL INSPECTION
(512) 431-6268  |  APoolLeak.com

Just Ask Your RealtorJust Ask Your Realtor
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS

MEET THE

DREWETT 
FAMILY!

Family Information: 
Your Names: Patton and Beth Drewett
Children: We have four sons: Patton Drewett Jr., Walker 
Drewett, Hayes Drewett, and Malone Drewett. They are 31 to 
23 years old. Patton Drewett Jr. recently got married, and we 
now have a daughter-in-law, Natalie.
Pets: We are a dog-loving family and had four dogs for many 
years. They all passed away due to old age within the last 
few years. We had Henry the Sheltie; brother and sister 
Weimaraners, Gracie & Truman; and very recently lost 
our precious Maltipoo, Lily Rose. We are now enjoying our 
“grand-dogs”: Barney the Pug, Bella the Shih Tzu, and Honey 
the Labrador.

Professions: 
Beth & Patton Sr - Realtors at The Drewett Group with 
Compass and real estate investors
Patton Jr. & Natalie – Realtors at The Drewett Group
Walker – Founder/CEO at NuBrakes
Hayes – Realtor at The Drewett Group
Malone – Commercial Realtor at Trinity Real Estate 
Investment Services

What college/university did you attend? 
Patton & Beth - We both went to LSU – Geaux Tigers!
Patton Jr – UT - 2015
Walker – UT - 2017
Hayes – Texas State - 2020
Malone – Texas Tech - 2023

BY THE DREWETT 
FAMILY
PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY KIM ORTIZ 
PORTRAIT ART



Stroll Barton Creek       3534       March 2024

Where are you originally from? 
I am a native-born Texan and moved to Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, in middle school. Patton is originally from 
Lafayette, Louisiana.

Where did you meet your spouse, and how long have you 
been married? 
We met at LSU and were married in 1989. We will celebrate 
our 35th wedding anniversary this year.

How long have you been here, and what originally brought 
you to Austin, Texas? 
When I was young, I would visit my relatives here and had 
such fond memories of Zilker Park, Barton Springs, and Lake 
Austin. When Patton was young, he would travel to Austin in 
the summers when his grandfather was lecturing at UT as a 
visiting law professor.

While students at LSU, we visited Austin together many 
times and fell in love with the city, talking about making it 

our forever home and raising a family here. We loved the 
beauty of the hills, creeks, lakes, hiking trails, and the laid-
back vibe. After graduating from LSU and getting married 
in 1989, we moved to Atlanta, Georgia, for two years. The 
plan included gaining some experience in Atlanta, but Patton 
assured me that we would move back to my home state 
where my parents and siblings were now living.

We moved to Austin in 1990 when I was pregnant with 
Patton Jr. All four of our boys are native Austinites.

How long have you lived in this neighborhood? 
We moved into our home on Misty Creek in 2012.

What led you to move to this neighborhood? 
All four of our boys attended St. Michael’s Catholic Academy, 
where they were very active in sports and extracurricular 
activities. We loved hosting football team dinners and being 
one of the homes where the kids enjoyed hanging out. Barton 
Creek is a beautiful neighborhood, and we enjoy the country 
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Get to know your neighbors better by having your family featured in the next available issue. Email us at jitka.smith@n2co.com to find out more about how to contribute!

club. Now that our boys are grown and out of the house, we 
still love living here.

Tell us a little bit about your favorite... 
Activities/Hobbies: Tennis, Boating, and Water Activities, 
Pickleball
Restaurants: Matt’s El Rancho, The Grove, Jeffrey’s, Jack 
Allen’s
Vacation destination: Our favorites have sand, water, or 
mountains
Sports teams: LSU, UT, Saints, Cowboys, Texans
Music: Just about all of it
Family dinner: Anything Cajun or Italian

What do you like to do to relax? What are your hobbies? 
In addition to enjoying all the amenities of Barton Creek 
Country Club, we have a pickleball court in our backyard, 

and the family comes over often to play. We also spend 
many weekends on Lake Travis, where we own waterfront 
property with a 100’ houseboat that has all the conveniences 
of a home. It’s a fun place for the whole family to gather and 
enjoy all our favorite watersports. We have a wakesurf boat, 
a couple of SeaDoos, a fishing boat, canoe, and paddleboards. 
It’s a little playground on the water.

What are some of your favorite family memories/activities 
or planned events? 
There are too many to count, and we’re excited about making 
new ones. We spent 12 straight years going to Friday night 
lights, watching the boys play football at St. Michaels. It was 
fun, but we’re glad they play golf and pickleball now. We are 
taking everyone to Kauai, Hawaii, this summer, and then one 
son is getting married in September, and another in October. 
2024 will be a year full of memories!



Stroll Barton Creek       3938       March 2024

Do you have a pet and would like to share his/her story? Then email jitka.smith@n2co.com to have them 
featured in the next available issue! Dogs, cats, horses, fish and any other type of animals are welcome!

Despite his dreidel being 
almost half his size, 
he takes it on grand 

adventures around the 
house and yard, bringing joy 
wherever he goes. His little 
rabbit companion is his trusty 
sidekick and the dynamic duo’s 
favorite pastime is playtime.

Mr. Charlie likes to play 
fetch, do tricks, and patrol the 
yard. He is a very tidy puppy, 
as he likes to take all his toys 
and gather them in a single 
spot. He can’t drink champagne 
but he can pretend with his 
Dog Perignon plush toy. His 

BY JODI AND JAMES FRIZNI

Say Hello to 
MR. 
CHARLIE!

PRECIOUS PETS

delightful outings include a New 
Year’s lunch at Cafe Blu, proving 
that even puppies know how to 
celebrate in style.

When not out and about, Mr. 
Charlie enjoys cozy TV naps with 
his human dad, James Frinzi. His 
charming personality and love for 
life make him a beloved member of 
the family.

Despite the recent freeze 
in Austin, Mr. Charlie took it in 

stride, showing that he’s not just 
a fur ball but also a cold-weather 
adventurer. Though, he does admit 
that the chilly conditions can make 
the usual outdoor sniffing for the 
perfect spot a tad less enjoyable.

Follow Mr. Charlie’s daily 
escapades on Instagram  
@mrcharliefrinzi, where he 
continues to capture hearts with 
his cuteness and zest for life!

Meet Mr. Charlie, the 
adorable Cavapoo 
with a heart as big as 
his love for toys! 
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This is a current list of business owners and professionals from our neighborhood. It is an opportunity to network, qualify, and 
potentially build a business relationship with other successful individuals who also live in Barton Creek. To be included in the 

Resident Business Guide, email your name, business name, phone number, and email address to bonnie.smith@n2co.com.

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Finenti Accounting

Philip Kass
(512) 662-4428
www.finenti.cpa

BOUTIQUE
Lux Rox Boutique

Holly Perry
(512) 852-9674

luxroxboutique.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Dynamic Sports Medicine

Matthew Lowe
(512) 770-6068

COACHING
Love, Lisa Owen

Lisa Owen
www.lovelisaowen.com

CPA SERVICES
Spencer Landkford 

& Braker
Tom Spencer

(512) 649-8400
cpaaustin.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Dvorak, Bives & Associates

Dana Bives
(512) 691-5956

ameripriseadvisors.com

UBS Financial Services
Sam Parker

(512) 479-5200
advisors.ubs.com/

samuelparker/

HAIR REMOVAL AND 
SKINCARE EXPERTS

The Waxing Studio
Jodi Frinzi

(512) 775-2169
thewaxingstudio.com

HOME BUILDER
Coventry Homes

Sandi Teeter
(210) 464-2750

coventryhomes.com

JEWELRY STORE
Schors Fine Jewelry

Rebecca Barlow
(512) 362-8118

schors.com

LANDSCAPING AND 
PEST CONTROL

YardDoc
Adrian Fowler

(512) 456-8888
yarddoc.com

LAW OFFICE
Jordan & Ortiz, P.C.

Antonio Ortiz
(361) 884-5678

jhwclaw.com

LUXURY  
VACATION RENTALS

Above  
Vacation Residences

Margo and Brian Sbrocco
(844) 227-7483
bookabove.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Austin Mortgage Lending

Stephen Roberts
(737) 248-0501

austinmtglending.com

PHOTOGRAPHER
Michelle  

Tucker Photography
Michelle Tucker
(512) 423-5731
michelletucker. 
smugmug.com

PRIVATE  
INVESTMENT FIRM

JLM Financial Partners
Josh Meyer

(512) 583-0055
jlmfinancialpartners.com

REAL ESTATE
Buttross Groups
David Buttross

(512) 320-0888
buttross.com

REAL ESTATE 
PROFESSIONAL

Drewett Real Estate
Beth Drewett

(512) 576-6222
drewettrealestate.com

REALTOR
Mary Sells Austin
Mary Lindenberg
(512) 680-6967

Phyllis Browning
Ruthann Royal
(512) 924-9991

RESTAURANT
Carve American Grille

Chris Perry
(512) 792-4450

carveamericangrille.com

SPORTS MEDICINE
Dynamic Sports Medicine

Matt Lowe
(512) 980-1149

www.dynamicsports 
medicine.com

SPORTSWARE
Runway Athletics
Mary Lindenberg, 

Jennifer Spector and 
Shari Schneider

runwayathletics.com

WINDSHIELD REPAIR
JRD Windshield Repair

Jeremy Driscoll
(512) 809-3282

www.jrdwind 
shieldrepair.com

WINE BAR
Grove Wine Bar

Beth Lasita
(512) 327-8822

grovewinebar.com
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